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en A p:^ I. : 

i Will Jatlsfy the reader $\ euriofity in 
fome points y and increafe it' in others. 

HOUGHi nir. Gobdmah, 

jilidep whofp car^ and in 

Kwhofe houfej ii^ifs Betfy 

' h^' befch' for upwards of 

aijeear} knew much more 

^ of that young lady's hu~ 

m^ 9ncrtdi^6finx>riv than mr. CHatfree, 

.Sfc^dfew hccibucfeidorti, could p6fllbly 

jEouJdjjppt be. Wou^t to think as 

lafcitfie merits of mr.-Trueworth 
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2 The HISTORY of 

had made any eflfedual imprefllon on I 
heart \ yet he imagined, that to propag 
fuch an opinion in mr. Staple would c< 
duce very much to pcrfwade him to bre 
dfF his courtftiip, which was a thing V( 
much defired by mr. Goodman, as he ^ 
certain the continuance of it would be 
tended with almoft infurmountable di 
culties, and create many vexations t 
difputes, wh«i mr. Francis Tkoughti 
came to town^. 

The two old gentlemen went on to 
^er, difcourfing on this affair, 'till t] 
came to the lodgings of mr. Staple, wh 
they found him fitting in an eafy ch 
leaning on a table, with papers anc 
ftandilh before him ; v— they perceived 
had been writing, for the pen was 
cut of his hand when they entered 
room : — he threw it down, however, 
loon as he faw them, and rofe to recc 
then) with, a great deal of politen 
chough accompanied with an air, wh 
in fpite of his endeavours to conceal 
difcovered be laboured under an extn 
dinary dejedkion of fpirits. 

*^ I am glad/* faid mr. Chatfr^, po 
ing to the pen, ♦' to lee you are 4bh 
" make ule of th^t weapon, as fefej 
t' yoyr arm bad been too miicb prgUdi 
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Mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 3 

^ by another.'* -— *' I have found fome 
'< difficulty, indeed, in doing it,** replied 
the wounded gentleman ; ** but fomc- 
*' thing, which feemed to me a cafe of 
** neceffity, obliged me to exert my ut- 
** moft efforts for that purpofe.** 

After the firft civilities were over, and 
they were ail feated, mr. Goodman and 
mr. Chatfree began to open the bufinefs 
upon which they qame 5 — mr. Goodman 
rcprefented to him, in the moft pathetic 
terms, the deep concern he had'beehin, 
for having ever encouraged his adtire0es 
to mifs Betfy, and excufed himfelf for 
having done fo, by his ignorance, at that 
time, that mr. Trueworth had been pre- 
vioufly recommended by her brother ; — ^ 
he then gave him fome hints, that the 
civil' ti^s mifs Betfy had treated Jkfltm with, 
he feared, were rather owing io that little 
vanity, which is generally the companion 
rf youfh and beauty ^ than to that real 
reg^d, which his pailion and peirfon nie- 
jlted from her, and f^d, he heartily wifli- 
ed to fee him withdraw his aftcfi:ions q^ 
from an objefl:, where he could not now"^ 
flatter him with tiie leaft hope of a fuit- 
gbk i?etum* 



r •• 
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••No, no,*' cri^ mr. Chjtffree, inter- 
,fl|p^^p^' him haftily, ** you may take my 
ij^i , B 2 ^^ ^w^ 
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4 "He HISTORY of 

** word, fhe is as niuch in love, as a girl 
*' of her temper can be, with mr, True- 
*' worthy and I do not doubt but you 
*' will all fee, the efFe6ls of it, asfpori as 
*.' her brother com€;s to town." — Mr. 
Goodman, on this, took an opportunit/f 
of telling mr. Staple, that the afcendant 
that; young gentleman had over his fifter, 
and the zeal he expreffed for the intereft 
of his friend, would certainly go a great 
way in determining the point ; and added, 
that if it were true, as his friend fuggeffi- 
ed, that fhe had really an inclination for 
mr. Trueworth, Ihc would then avow it, v 
and make a merit of it to her brother, '■ 
as if dope merely in regard to him. 

. Many other arguments were urged byf 
thefe two gentlemen, in order to convii^ca j 
mr. Staple of the little puobability :th€i?. 
was :pf ;f|iQqee4ing ) with mils Betfyj, jallf 
which he lift^ed to attentively, ney^ef^ i, 
interrupting, what either of them i^,-' 
*tilJ perceiving they had ended all tKfey/ 
had to offer Pii the fubjed, he m^de them 
^,this reply, 

*^ Gentlemen,** faid he, ^\ 1 am infi- 
'' nitely obliged to you both for this vi-. 
*^ fit, and the friendly purpofe of it, 
^' which, I perceive, was to give me that 

" advice, 
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Mtfs Betsy Thoughtless, ^ 

** advice, which you might reafonably 

** think I wanted. — ^\ haVe heard, and 

*' I believe have not 'loft one word,^ at 

*' leaft, I. am fure no, part of the mean- 

" ing of what you have dehverttl : , — I 

*' own there is great juftice in everything 

" you have aliedged, and am pleafed to 

*' think the' arguments you bring are 

"*' fuch, as, before your coming here, I 

'* had myfelf brought againft the folly of 

" ^y own unhappy paffion for mifs Betfy ; 

** ^^^t, '. gentlemen^ it is not that I ^m 

^* capaWe-of being deterred from profe- 

^\ ^titt^ ttj by any thirtg I might ' have 

** to appreHerid, rithfer to- her own ihcli- 

** nations, or hdr brother's perfwafions, 

^* but for other redfons, which, at prefent, 

*' perhaps^^ou mky; be ignorant of, yet 

**^ arc fuch, as to conceal I Ihould but half 

^\ be juffi. -^ Be pkafed, fir,^* continued 

he, addfefliig himlelf to mr. Goodman, 

and giving him a paper, '' to read that 

^' letter, and fee what my refolutions 

" are, and the motives I have for them." 



I ' 



* Mr. Goodman was beginning ; to look 
over the paper, but mr. Staple rec^iiefted h^ 
would read it aloud, as he defired that 
mr. Chatfree (hould ' be partaker ' of th^ 
coritents •, on which he read, with an 
ai^i^K Voice, thefe lines: 

B 3 To 
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^o Charles Trubworth, Efq; 

" 5/r, 

*^« TX/"HEN I propofed the decifion of 
" our fate by force of arms, I of- 

*' fered^ at the fame time, that the glory 
*' of ferVmg mifsBetfy fliould be the 
*' vi6tor*s triumph. — This your too great 
** modefty declined 5 — but, fir, thongk 
^^ you fcorned to accept the advantage 
** your fuperior (kill acquired, ybur ge- 
** nerofity, in fpite of you, has gained^ 
•* — I loved mifs Betfy, and would have 
«^ maintained my claim againft all who 
«' ihould have dared to difpute her with 
** me, while jufticc, and while honour 
'* permitted me to do ib ^ but though I 
•* am unfortunate, I never can be bafe.-* 
•' My life, worthlefs as it is,, has twice 
«< been in your power, and I ihould be 
y^ no lefs hateful to myfclf, than con^ 
«< temptible to the world, fhould I offer 
*< to interrupt the peace of him that gave 
«' it. — May you be as fuccefsful in love 
« as you have been in fight, and the 
«' amiable objeft be convinced of her own 
« happinefs in making yours. -r- 1 defift 
«' forever from the vain hopes I once 
♦<i was flattered with, and the firft Wifh 
*' my foul now harbours, is to be worthy 

*^ the 
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** the title of your friend, as I am bound 
*' to avow myfelf, 

" With the greateft fmcerity, 
"Sir, 
*? Your moft obliged, • 

*' And moft humble lervant, 

" T. Staple." 

** Nothing/* faid mr. Goodman, as 
ibon as he had done ineading, '^ can equal 
♦« . your generolity j in forming this refo- 

lutioi^ but the wiidom in perfifting in 
*^ in ; and if I find you do fo, fliall have 
<^ im>re reaibn to congratulate you upon 
^« it, than X ihoui^ think I had on the 
^ fucccfr of )^our wUhea in ironyingmifs 
*« Betfyv'* 

" I (hould laugh now,*' cried mr. Chat*- 
free, ** if mr. Trueworth, in a fit of ge-* 
** nerofity too, Ihould alfo take it into 
<* his head to refign his pretenfions, and 
♦^.'ic^oofe to wear the willow, inftead of 
^f r^thc myrtle garland, becaufe you do 
^^>io.*'— t" He has already proved his 
*f ; geaaerofity,*,* replied mr. Staple witli a 
£|p^,v ^h^cli \hc was unable to reftrain, 
i^ySB^ h|j? AO need to give the fevere 

.84' ^' tefti- 
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*' teftimoiiy you mention, if he is ' lo 
" happy as you feem to think he is -^ — -' 
" but," continued he, " it .is. not my 
bufinefs to examine who yields, or who 
purfues mifs Betfy, -r^I ^m fixed in 
*' my determination of feeing her no more^ 
*' and as foon as I am recovered from the 
"•' hurts I have received on her account, 
** will go into thee ountry, and feek a cure 
in abfence for my unavailing paflion.** 






ii 



Neither mr. Goodpan, ^;ior mr^ Chat- 
free, were fo old. as to have' forgot How 
hard it is for a youthful heart to'^vd'up 
its darhng wifhes, and facrifice defiirt to 
difcretion. ^ They faid abundance ' of 
handfome things, omitted nothing whicH 
they imagined might .add to the fortitude 
of his prefent way of thinking.' - He, on 
the other haftd^ to take frbtti yiem alf 
remains of doubt, concerning the ffiifcterity 
of his intentions, fealed the letter he had 
wrote to mr. Trueworth, and fept it to- 
that gentleman , while - they were ^ m the 
room. \ - ^ * 

' Mrt^fioodman waS' extremtely. p}eafe3 
i#his^ind, that an iafFair,' which, for 
feme time paft, had given him a. good 
deal of anxiety, was in.fo fair a way of 
being ended, without further mifthief : -— 
he took no notice, how'everj ^t^ His -re- 
turn 
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MifsBETSY Thoughtless. 9 

turn home, at leaft not before mifs Betfjv 
of the vifit he had been making, or that 
he knew any thing more pf mr. Staple, 
than what flie had been told hcrfclf by 
mr. Chatfree. 

In the mean time, this young lady af- 
fefted to appear more grave than ordi- 
nary : — I fay, afFefted to be fo •, for as 
Ihe had been at firft fhocted by mr. Chat- 
free' s report, and afterwards teized by his 
raillery, and then reprimanded, on the 
fcore of her conduft, by mr. Goodman, 
flxe was not dilpleafed in her heart at the 
dangerous proof, which the tyfo lovers 
^ad given pf their paflion. 

' She loft, however, great pait of the fa- 
tisfaftiort this adventure might have af- 
forded her, for wan ti of , a proper perfon 
to whpin ftie might have taljked freely on 
it.4-r-, She had, indeed, many acquaih- 
tance, in fome of whom fhe, do\ibtlefs, 
might have confided; but Ihe, did not 
clioofe to be herfelf the reporter of tliis 
^ory to any^one, w^ liad not heard of 
ft^fror^ otherh(ands9 and mifs Flora, .who 
^^jjgw the whole, andrwas.her companioiv . 
and fe|l?<ifeilQw, was grown of late fo ful- 
j^#s«id^p€evifl>, as not to be capable of 
'f;. giving pr receiving any diver fion 
fUffr^ of that: nature. 
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It is certain, that there never was a 
more aftonifhing alteration in the temper 
of any one perfon in fo Ihort a timp» 
than in that of mifs Flora : — her once 
gay and fpirituous behaviour, which, 
without being a beauty, rendered her ex- 
tremely agreeable, was now become all 
dull and gloomy. — Inftead of being fond 
of a great deal of company, fh^ now ra- 
ther chofe to avoid than covet the fociety 
of any one ; — fhe faid but littk, and 
when jfhc fpoke, it was only to contradiA 
whatever Ihe heard aliedged by others;— 
a heavy melancholly, niixed with an ill- 
jjiatured frown, perpetually lowered upoii 
Jher brow : — - in fine, if (he had been a 
iittle older, fhe might have fat for the 
pidure of Envy. — Mifs Betfy, by being 
jnoft with her, felt moft the effefts of her 
bad humour \ but as fhe thought fhe could 
eafily account for it^ the fweetnefs of her 
difpolition made her rather pity than re- 
fent the change. 

A youhg linnen-draper, of whom lady 
Mellafm Ibme times bought things, had 
taken a great fancy to mifs Flora, and 
jnot doubting but fhe had a fortune in 
ibme meafure anfwerable to the appearance 
Ihe made, got a friend to intercede with 
iady Mellafina for leave to pay his refpefts 

to 
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fo her daughter i — this • being granted, 
he made feveral vifits at the houfe, and 
was very wcil received by mifs Flora her- 
jelf, as well as by thbfe who had the di£- 
pofal of her, *till coming on the topic of 
rortune, mr. Goodman plainly told him, 
that having many i^elations of his own to 
provide for, the moft he could fpare to 
mifs Flora* was five hundred pounds. — 
The dr^r's paifiOn was very much 
damped,, on hearing his miftrefs*s por- 
tion was like to be ib fmall ; — he told 
mr. Goodman, that though he was very 
much charmed with the perfon and be- 
haviour of the young lady, and ftiould be 
f^roiidiX^ che honour of ao alliance with 
fuch a family, yet as he was a young 
man^ and but' lately fet up for himfelt, 
he -wanted money to throw info tr^de, 
.and could not think of marrying without 
more than three times the lum offered ; 
^^ he added, that a young lady of her 
birth, and bringihg-up, would expeft to 
live as fhe had been accuftomedj which 
he could no way promife fhe ihould do, 
without a fortune fufficient to defray the 
expence^ 

hii. Goodman thought the reafons he 

■jte. were very juft, and as he was un- 

XI — ^Q ftretch his hand any farther 

hai faid, and was too honeft to 

B 6 pro- 
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r romife more than he intended to. per-^ 
form, replied with, the fame freedom that 
the other had fpoke, that in truth lie didr 
not think Flora would make;a. fit wife for 
a tradefman ; ? — that the girl, was young 
enough, not ugly, and it was his opinion 
that Ihe ihould wait till a more fuitable 
match fhould c^n In. a word,' mr. 
Goodman's aofwec put a final end i to rthe 
courtfhip, and though mifs Floip. affefted 
to difdain the mercenary views,./ as flie 
termed them, of the draper,: and neva* 
fpoke of him but with th^fiuia^oft con- 
tempt, yet her Bcielanch<31y coming on 
foon after he had defifte^ his addreffes^ 
made mifs Betfy think floe had reafon .to 
impute it to no other caufe ; and there- 
fore, in mere compafllon to this imagi- 
nary mortification^ was fo far from retort- 
ing any of thc^ little taunts, and malici- 
ous inuendo'sy with which ihe was conti- 
nually treated by . the otlier, that ihe took 
all the pains fhe could to alleviate the 
vexation fhe faw her in, and footh her 
into a better humour. 

The reader will probably think, as mils 
Betfy did,, but the falfity of this conjec- 
ture, and die cruel return thc'good-nature 
of that young lady met with, will in due 
time and place appear. 
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CHAP. n. 

Contains fome^ p^Jp^^^i ^idcby perhaps^ 
may behoked itpdn as pretty extra^ 
ordinaryi - ■ 

ACCORDING to die common rale 
of honour -among gentlemen, mn, 
Truewordi h^d certainly bdikved fb, as 
not to haVe i^ithei'' that, or fiis g6od-<ia-^ 
turei called in queflioh ;i but this Was^ 
not enough to -fttisfy. Mm-: — he'cobld 
not be e^y uhd^^ the' 'ird^ion, that the 
obligations he hid conferred' gave* U pain* 
ful gradtuditf Co *t*%ecdvcr. ^ 



i > ■_ 
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He Was^ejftfy affedcd wrtK mr. Sta|3fe*s 
letter ; — he dbubted hot but that gen- 
tleman in^ fef cing himfelf to refign his 
pretenfions to mifs Betfy, muft fufter the 
extr^meft agonieS -, and heartily commife-* 
rating a' cafe. Which, had fbrtbhe fo^de- 
Ct^dv nii^t have- bedA'Ws own, imniie-' 
ctiwiljr '^ote to him irrthe foHowiftg^ 

To 




>\< 






V- 



■^•^'••'i^-'"'-' 



14 The HISTORY «r 

% 

To T, SxAPLEj Efq-, 

*« T AM afhamed to find the little I 
** have done fo much over-rated, by 
*' a perfon, who, I am certain, is capable 
« of thegreateft thif^ •> but jfhould be 
^^ invplved in mjo^e coiifufion fi;iU, fliould 
«* any cohfidetation of me, or n>yhappi- 
** nefs, prevail on you to become an ene* 
" my to your oi^rn. — I^ am altogether 
*' unacqv^ainted vrith what k^nd pf ll^nti* 
" ments either of us is regarded, by the 
*' i^ir obje^ of our njutiial wifji^^j. -^^ 
**; It n highly probable, heriypung, heart 
*' m^ay, as yet, be quite infenfible of thofe 
" we have endpavoured %o iafpire it with ; 
it — r fpr my pwn part, as I have yet na 
'' reafbn to deipair, fo | J^ave had alfp 
** but little room for hope. — You, fir, 
^' Jiave an .eq\jal chance, fiw: any tjikig I 
\V \iXi<^i J or can boaft of tf> the contrary, 
" and as you faiiv X ref ufed to hazard my 
«' prctenfions on the point of t\^ fword, 
V' ncdther juftice> nor hcmour, requircis 
"you flix;)ifld forfeit yours, thoygh an 
V accident gav« me the a4van?^ of you 
" in the fie^d. -r^'Ti's by mifs.§^tfy'her- 
*^ felf our fate is to be judged. — *Xis 
** yet a moot-jtoint whether either will 
" jucceed in the attempt of pleafing her. 
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" We may, perhaps, contend for an airy 
" expeftation, while another more fortu^* 
*' nate fhall bear away the prize from 
" both ; but if one of us is decreed to 
" be the happy man, on which foever the 
** lot fhall fall, he ought not to incur the 
** hatred of the other. 

** I gladly embrace the offer of your 
«' friendfhip, and whatever is the fori- 
«< tune of our love, fhould in that, as in 
«* all odier events, endeavour to prove, 
^ that I am, 

" With an equal, fipccrity, 

^ Sir, 

5' Your very much dbliged, 

", Attd moft humble feryant, 

" C« T^wn&woRTH.*' 



■ LL 





ftaple read this letter many times 

over, but received not all the fatisfa6tion„ 

w^h the author intended it fhould give 

i, although heacknowleged the gene- 

ity of his rival, jret he could not con* 

i|ive there was a poffibility for a man in 

>|Q^e to be eafy under the addreflfes of 

l|i0ther, without knowing himfelf fecure 

il^i^^being prejudiced by them : — he^, 
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therefore, coBcluded that rpr. Chatfree 
was right in his conjedlure^ and that miis 
Betfy only waited for her brother's coming 
to town to declare ia favour of mn 
Trueworth. 

'This gentleman had a great Ihare of 
Tpirit, and fome pride, and thefe making 
him difdaih to purfue « fruitlefs aim, and 
fiifFerin^ himfelf to be publickJy over- 
come by mr. Truewqrth in love, as he 
had been in fight, very much contributed 
to enable him to keep that j-efolutioh lie 
had formed in the prefence of mr. Good- 
man and mr; Chatfree, 

He anfwered mr. iTrueworth's letter,, 
however ) with the utmoft eomplahance^ 
but without letting him know any part 
of hrs intentions, in relation to mifs Bet- 
fy, fearing leaft .any farther conteft oa 
this ajffair might draw from that gentle- 
man frefh proofs of a generqfcty, to 
which, already,: he looked- upQi^'Ipl^elf 
as tdo much obliged. % ■ ■ 

; , • ■ _ " ■ . ' ' 

Mifs Betfy little fiofpeftiiig what ha^ 
palled between her two Jovers, fince their 
meetii^ in the Green-park, receivjed mr.. 
Trueworth,, when he came to vifit her 
the fame day, as ufual, with a great deal 
pfgood humour.— JShetopk not any,aorr> 
-3^, i: * tice 
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:e that fhe had heard' of t}M duel, ^ ima- 
ining, ^at he would himfelf inform her 
of it, and he n6t thinking it would be- 
come him to do fo, as, having had the 
advantage of his rival, 'tis probable there 
would hav^ been no mention made of 
it, if.lidy itfellafin had not come into the 
ipom, arid told him, thk fhe would not 
nive bh)ke in upon his cbnverfatibn with 
mifs Betfy, if it had been poflible for her 
to have refifted the pleafure of congratu- 
lating him, ' not only on his fafety, but 
alfo on^Ws cohiin^ bff vidbr in ihe field 
Ofyattfc; , ^ -^' '■:-^-' ^^' --/-^\-\:^'y^ 

The modefty of mt: Truewoirth would 
not fufFe.r hiin to heai* thefe laft words 
witfiout'^bRjifiiAig r . but ' f6bn. yc6tering 
hiM^lfl' ^''f6^rfe;-£kd2ih,'^ anfwerea 
he, " is not always the moft favoufstfele 
** to the , moft deferv;ng : — her , partial 
^^' fmiles wilt neVer make me vain, or 
*' happy, unlefs,*' continued hq, iookiMg 
tenderly on rnifi Betfy, **^ Ihe w6uld add 
i^' id her iiidul^ttc^e ^'here, - and give me 
*^ tdbift 'tB'Hope, my fcrvices to this lady 
«^%ight (Mife day* be' Crowned with' the 
** fame iuccefs, as ftie this morning gave 
^Sfey ftvofd.*' ~ cc The one^^' ^d mili 
B&l^j fmiling, '*^ has nothing to do with 
*^'i|ie' other, and I do not know liow to 
^^ tlffihfe a nian, 'y^ho really wifhes nothing' 
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*^ fo much as ty appear agpeeajble in 
*• eyes of his miftrefs, wjamld run 
** hazard of making the contemptible 
" gure of a culprit at the bar of a c< 
*♦ of judicature/* 

They then fell into lome difcourfe oa 
duelling, and mr. Trueworth could no^ 
help joining, with the ladies,, in condemn^ 
ing the folly of thatcuftom, which, con- 
trary to the known laws of the land, arid 
oftentimes contrary io. his, own r^afon 
tod, obliges the gentleman, either to obey 
the call of the'perfon ^o challenges hiiiQ^ 
to the field, or, by refhfing, fubmit him* 
ielf not only to all the infults his aidrer- 
fary is pleafed to treat him with, but 
alfo tp pe branded with the infamous 
charader of a coward» by all . that know 



'* » 



Nothing material enough to be related, 
happened in this vifit, except that mife 
Flora, who had been abro^ when mr. 
True worth came,and]^eturnedl^9meafmali 
tims before he went away, taUl^ed much 
^lore in lialf an hour, than fhe had done 
for lome whole days paft -, but it was in 
(o odd a manner, fometimes praifing, 
fometimes blaming his conduft, in regard 
t;a the tranfadtions of that morning, that 
hg pOiuld n0it well dptermini^ in his mind, 
\ ' whether 



whether ihe was a friend, or an enemy to 
the iuccefs of his paflion. — - M^{s Betfjr 
iierfelf was a little furprized, but nothing 
relating to that young lady dwelt much 
upon her mind, as ihe really thought fhe 
had no deligii in any thing fhe faid er 
did. — The behaviour of mr. Staple ran 
much more in her head y ihe knew he 
was pretty much wounded, and therefore 
might fuppofe hina unable to wait on het 
in peribn, but having expected he would 
fend his compRments to her, either by let^ 
ter or mefiage^ and finding he did ndther 
tbe whole day, it feemed to her a thing 
too ftrange'to be accounted ibr :^-*-- fhe was", 
howevef, eafed of the fui|)ence we was 
in, on that fcore, by receiving from him, 
as Che was^( breakrafti the next morning, 
the following ejpifUe ; '' 

T(y^{^ Bbtsy Thoughtless. 

" iL Brother's fecommend^tion, fwperiof 
*S • merit, and your own inclination^ 
^* have all united to plead my rivaP^ 
" caufe, and gain the verdi<3t againfl un- 
*^ , happy nSti — I ought more early to 
4!^ have feen the vanity of attempting to 
iflf fucceedj^where mr. Trueworth w^s the 
j*«;^^didi^i yet hurried by the violence 
||i^t!»^Sl^l^ paflion, Irufhedinto anadign^ 

^' which. 
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*^ ^rhichi by adding to] his -glory, f^ 
^* Ihewn- my demerits in a more cc^ 
" fpicuous light than ever. - 






«< 



It would be needlefsi to repeat what 
happened yefterday; -I cannot doubt, 
*^ madam, but you are - well acquaint- 
*' ed -with all the particulars of my folly, 
** and the jlift punifhment it met with. 
>— I have only to fay the generofity of 
my rival, and my conqueror, has re- 
'^ ftored me to my loft reafoh, and con- 
I'-'vinced^me, that whatever |)reference he 
*' imay:bi^ fo happy as to hav^ ga&ied in 
M yourl efteem, ' he is' indebtdifbr it to the 
•' excellence of your good fenfc, and not 
*' that partial fancy which frequently mif- 
f^ guides the choiee of f>erfons of youir 
y fex and age. ' i .. - - *^^ - 



" I wouM hatve waited on you in per- 
*' fon to take i^ everlafting Icaye, ^but 
*' am not cer^n how far I ought* to 
depend oh -the ftrength -of my refqlu- 
tion in* your preferice. • — Permit, there- 
fore, my p^n to do that which my 
^* tongtie would faulter in performing. 
— Yes, madam, I muft'Torego, re- 
nounce forever thofe glorious expefta- 
tions with which fo lately I flattered 
^' my fond heart ^ — henceforth muft 
''>,^ink on .you as the fallen father of 

*' man- 
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•* mankind did- on*' the ^ tree of lifei-— 
" the merits of iny too ^i;ompli(hed ri^* 
*' yal 4re dieflaihiog fMroidf whichl^ivc^ 
" me from my oiice hoped-for p4radife v 
" and while I mourn my unhappy fate, 
" CQoipels m^ ft) dwi it to be juft;,i— 
" Farewell, O. mpftj ami^bk^pf your fex.!, 
" Farewell fpreyer I— ^I have troubled- 
^* ycMj too lone, and have no ^excufe to, 
" make, but tnat it is the lafl: you will 
" receive from me.— May the bleft guar- 
"dians of the fair and. good be > your 
" conftant dire£tors, and fhield you from 
" all ills. — Be afliired that till I ceafe 
*\ to exift, I #iall not ceafe )Co be, ^ 

*« With the fincereft g6od wifh^^, ; 

** Madam, 

'* Your n>oft faithfiJ, 

"Though unfortunate, humble^fervant, 

« T. Staple." 

,?-■..-► ■• . '■ /. ■■■.". '• J •■ 

"1 . . . ■ 

^ Mift Betfy was aftonifhed to ^at 4e^ 
g'f^, CMi reading fo unexpedled a declara-. 

' ^cp^ that ihe cpi^ld fcarce believe ihe was 
aw^kcjl^f fo^ m9ments, and thought it 
ijl. Vj diream'i ~- fl^ broke oflf, and made, 

^sv^lJl paufes in the reading, crying out, 
-" tt Good 
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^ <jOod God ! -^ Is J it poffible ? — What 
•• does the man mean? — How czmt 
«^ fuch ftuff kito Wk bead f — *• He is mad» 
« fore r 



>:*-. 
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Mr/ Goodman, who had foftie notion 
of what had put her into this ferment, 
and was willing to be mwe confirmed, 
afked her, in a pleafant way, what had 
occafidnedit? — ** Indeed, fir,^* rieplied 
mifs Betfy, endeavouring to compofe her- 
felf, '* i have been fo confounded, thai 
'• I knew not where I was, or who was 
" in the room. — I afk your pardon, — 
but this, I hope, will plead my ex- 
cufe,'* continued Ihe, - throwiijg ^he Jit- 
ter on the table, '^ your friend has gi- 
^* ven over his fuit to me, which I an 
" very glad of; but the motives, whicl 
*' Jie pretends oblige him to it, ate ft 
*' o4d and capricious, as not to be ac- 
** counted for." 

/' Given over his fuit," cried lady Met 
Itafin, haftily ; — ** O ! pray, let us heai 
<^ on what pretence?** — ^-On wliich mr 
Goodman read the letter aloud, die verj 
repetition of ^rch -renewed mifs Betf^i 
agitations.^" Hehas atled," laid mr 
Goodman, as foon as he "had done read- 
ing, ^* like a man of fenfe and refolution 
" and I fee no caufe why you fliould b« 

" difconcertec 



«* ^fcOHoerted ' at the loH of a loyer^ 
** whofe pretenficmsi you did not <fefigii 
" to favour/* — " He was very Ji^y, 
"however," criianiiftBetfy, fcofpfiillv, 
" Hi cobeluding for nlcf. -— i^That ^id & 
^* imii think'I'wa^ to be won at once? 
^ Did he^ iiria^is his merits were ib ex- 
^* traordin^y, ' tfc^t there required no. 
« tedre^to obtain; tlian bkrely to aflc ? 
« but I give hiyfdf ho concern on that 
^ fcore j I iflu^e you; ffir ; — it is the in- 
<* felenqj of his accufing me of being in 
^ teve that yexcs me, — Who told hini; 
** I ^^wnder ! — - or, how came fuch a 
** a Aing into Jtfs heatd, that mr. Trye- 
^* wor^ had theprcfeencc in Iny efteem ? 
^ -^ By "the maa^er in which he fpeak^ 
•* of rhtVL in this letter, he has found 
••more perfc6tions in him, than ever I 
••did, and would miike one think he 
•• were himfelf enamoured of bis rival's 

^^merits:''^ '' ^' "';;.;' 

*■ Iri ittfwer to dl this; he told her with 
a ieii6us air, that mr. Staple was bound 
by ill &dfe ties, which engage a noble 
liiindy to "aft in the matoef he had done ^ 
•i^iitat he had been t^i'ce indet^ted to 
III* Ijpiticwotth fctt- his life^^^^^^^ tlxat the 
'be^yldfat of thft^gentleir^ to- 
him^ bodi during the combat, aiid 

after 
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after, jt was pver,. decnanded'aU-the ffitUj 
that gra:tit,vde co«ld pay,, ,,_ , 

^^J^e aKerwarids rua iqto 4 'de^il of 
the |)^rticularsoiF what liad paflqd l^f w< 
the' twb rivals, mai^y pf, .which the l^c 
were ignorant oi\f^i^^..rr^, Lady Melh 
joinetf with her huiba|^- in extolling 
greathefs of foul, ^jbicli mr. Tifu^wiQ 
had ' fliewn ' pri thi^;^ oeca/if>n ^ but n 
Flok jTaid; little, ^d ' what . rjfl^e. did j 
rather ih praiTe of :nir. ' St^le* -r- " I 
*« Truewprth,** criedlhe, " is^afineg 
•* tkitlan enough, ^ biit^ has done; no m 
♦* th^n what any ni^ri ,of honour wo 
« do^ and.^Tor ih)r p§^fc .Ijthii^k that j 
<* Stapfej^ ' 1^ ■ gutting^ -theL ley^depial 
•* has now fhewn in pra^ice, ,difco'^ 
«^ metre' of the h^o ^hd fhiiorppheiT? t) 
** ,the other has doGe.^''f , 
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''' The ^ohverfation, on this topic,..! 
cd fome time, and probably would 
luve broke off fo fpon, if it» twJ™^ b 
mterniptea by two ypjung ladies ;.coni 
it^'|o afk riiifs'jBetfy an^ "miis l^lpra if t 
were n6t foir the parkltjut rwrni^e ? 
which they hayine agreed, ^d. prom 
ft)', call oipi them -in yiej^i^iWf^yj) ^F^nt 
vhto tHeii^ cliamlien ^ m^^ oaf ^x .to, ^rg 
ijii^fdyes forthe w^dkprox^ . 

"■'■■' CHi 
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CHAP. III. 

Difcovers to mifs Betfy a piece of 
treachery Jl^e little et^peSled to bear 

jy| IS S Flora, who had been deterred 
from faying all fhe had a mind to do, 
on the affair between mifs Betfy's two 
lovers, now took this opportunity of giv- 
ing her tongue all the latitude it wanted. 
They were no fooner come into the cham- 
ber, than, " Lord, my dear,*' cried Ihe, 
with a tone vaftly different from that, in 
which fhe had fpoke to her of late, " how 
" vexed am I tor you ! — It will certainly 
" go all about the town, that you are in 
** love with Trueworth, and there will 
"be fuch cabals, and fuch whifpering 
*' about it, that you will be plagued to' 
" death : — ^I could tear him to pieces, 
" iilethinks -, for I am fure he is a vairi 
" fellow, and the hint muft firft come 
*V from himfelf." 

: *^^I niever faw any think like vanity in 
M\mi^ replied mifs Betfy, " and I am 
i*f rathfifr inclined to believe mr. Staple 
?^i|^ot t^e notion Irom the idle rattle of 
11. C " mr. 
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« mr. Chatfree." — « Mr. Chatfree," fkid 
mifs Flora, '" thought of no fuch thing 
" himfelf, *till he had been at the tavern 
" with mr. Trueworth ; but if I was in 
** your place, I would convince mr. Staple 
** and the world, that I was not capable 
*• of the weaknefs imputed to me.** 

** Why, what would you have me do?** 
cried mifs Betfy. — "I would have you 
*' write to mr. Staple,** anfwered the 
6ther, '' and let him know the deception 
*' his rival has put upon him.** • — Mils 
Betfy, who had always an averlion to any 
thing of this kind, and thought it too 
great a condefcenfion to write on any 
fcore to a man, who had pretended love 
to her, (hook her head at this propofal, 
^nd exclaimed againft it with the utmolt 
vehemence, 

Mifs Flora made ufe of all the argu* 
merits Ihe coyld think on, to' bring her 
off, from what Ihe called fo ill-judged a 
pride ; •^ among other things, ihe told 
ner, that in compaffion to the delpair that 
;entleman had fo feelingly exprefled in 
lis letter, flie ought to give him the con- 
folation of knowing, that if he had not 
gained fo far on her afFeftions as he wilh- 
cd, it was not becaufe his rival had gained 

TPPre \ and added, th^t the ftep ihe pen. 

fwaded 
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I fwaded her to take, was fuch, as common 
\ juftice to her own charadter had a right 
to exaft from her. 

Mifs Betfy heard, but was not to be 
prevailed upon by all fhe could fay on 
this fubjeft ; but the other, who had a 
greater fhare of artifice, than, perhaps, 
was ever known m one of her years, 
would not give over the defign fhe had 
formed in her head, and perceiving that 
the writing to a man was the greateft ob- 
jeftion mifs Betfy had to letting mr. Staple 
know fhe was not fo much attached to 
his rival, as he imagined, took another 
way of working her to her purpofe, which 
flie diought woifld be lefs irkfome. 

" Well then, my dear mifs Betfy,'* 

faid fhe, in the mbft flattering accent, " I 

** will tell you the only method you can 

" take, and I am glad I have been fb 

" lucky to hit upon it : — you fhali 

let me go, and make mr. Staple a vifit 

as of my own accord ; — I fhall take care 

not to drop a fyllable that may give 

^ him room to think you know of my 

*^ coming \ but yet as he may fuppofe I 

"^ J^ enough in your fccrets to be 

^'Itaiftrsfs of this, or, at leafl, not alto- 

r a flranger to it, he will, doubt- 

i&^ fay fomething to me concerning 

if C 2 *^" the 
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*^ the matter ; but if he fliouJd not, it 
*« will be eafy for me, in the way of dif- 
** courfe, and as it were by chance, to 
*' exprefs myfelf in fuch terms as will 
." entirely clear you, and rid him of all 
*^ the apprehenfions he is under, of your 
** being in love with mr. Trueworth.'* 

Mifs Betfy was not in her , heart at all 
averfe to mr. Staple's having that eclair- 
cifcment mifs Flora had mentioned, and 
wa$ much lefs fhocked at this propofal, 
than Ihe had been at the former, offered 
to her confide^ration for that purpofc ; yet 
did not feem to come into it, till the other 
had laviflied all the arguments that wo- 
man, witty and willful to obtain her ends, 
could urge to prevail on her to do fo; 
tnd at laft confented not to the execution, 
jCithout exafting from .mifs Flora the 
xnoft folemn vow of an inviolable fecrecy. 

This projedt being concluded on, and 
every thing relating to it fettled while 
they were dreffing, they went together ac- 
cording^ to their promife to the ladies 
who expefited them, anithen accompani- 
ed them into 'the park-, — but aa if this 
was to be a day of furprifes to mifs Betfy^ 
fhe here met with fomething which g^vc 
her, at le^i an equal fhare with that 

ihe 
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/he had received from the letter of mr. 

Staple. 

They had not gone many yards in the 
Mall, before they faw three gentlemen 
coming towards them ; one of whom, as 
they drew nearer to each other, mifs lietfy 
and mils Flora prefendy knew to be the 
fon of alderman Saving, though he was 
grown fatter, more ruddy, and in many 
rcfpefts much altered from what he was 
when he vilited at mr. Goodman's. 



As our yoong ladies had not heard of 
this gentleman's return to England, it w-^s 
natural for them, elpecially mifs Betf/j^ 
after what had pafled between tlicm, to 
be in fome little furprife at the fudden . 
fight of him ; — : he was in fome confufion 
too -, but both parties had pretence enough 
of mind to recover themfelves, fo as to 
falute as perfons would do, who never 
had any thing more than an ordinary ac- 
quaintance with each other. 

After the civilities common to people, 
who thus meet by accident, mr. Saving 
aflced the ladies leave for himfelf and 
friends to join company ; which being 
readily granted, they all walked up, the 
Mall together 5 — ^ but the place being 
"^etty full, were obliged to divide them- 

C 3 felv^es. 
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felves, and wallc in couples, or as it 
happened. During this promenade, mr. 
Saving found an opportunity of faying to 
mifs Betfy, unheard by any of the others, 
•* Madam, I have fomething to acquaint 
" you .with, of great confequence to your- 
^* felf: — it is improper tor me either to 
** come or write to you at mr. Good- 
** man's, therefore wifh you would ap* 
** point fome place where I might Ipeak 



cc 



to you. 



Mifs Betfy was very much ftartled at 
his mentioning fuch a thing, and replied, 
— « No,*' mr. Saving, I do not make 
•* a prailice of confenting to ailignations 
•* with men, nor have yet forgot that 
" which I confented to with you. -i*- " I 
** am very well able to clear myfelf of 
" any fault on that fcore," laid he, "but, 
*' madam, to eafe you of thofc appre- 
" henfions, which might, perhaps, make 
" you think yourfelf obHged to keep me 
*' at a diftance, it is proper to acquaint 
*' you, that I am married, and that it is 
** only through a friendly regard for your 
^* honour and peace, that I would warn 
•* you againft the perfidy of a pretended 
** triend." — Perceiving fhe ftarted at thefe 
words, and repeated them two or three 
times over, '' Yes, madam,'* refumedhe, 
*' and if you will permit me to Ipeak to 

" you 
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you in a proper place, will bring with 
me an unqueftionable proof of the truth 
of what I fay.** 



One of the ladies happening to turn 
back to fay fomething to mifs Betfy, pre- 
vented him from adding further ; but 
what he had already fpoke, made a very 
deep impreflion on her mind ; — Ihe could 
not conceive, who the falfe friend fhould 
be, that he had mentioned, unlefs it were 
mifs Flora; but though fhc had feen 
many inftances of her infincerity, was 
not able to form any conjecture what (he 
could have been guilty of to her, that 
mr. Saving, who had been fo long ab- 
ient, could poflibly be made acquainted 
with. 

Thinking, however, that ihe ought not * 
to deny herfelf the fatisfaAion of the 
eclairciiement he offered, efpecially as it 
was now to be given, not by a Jover, but 
a friend, fhe fought and found a moment 
before they ^ left the Mall, of faying to 
him withoi^the notice of the company, 
•* Sir, I have cdnfidered on the hint you 
' ^' gave me 5 — whatever concerns my 
** honour, or my peace, muft certainly 
**. merit my attention : — I have an ac- 
** quaintance in St. James's palil^e, whom 
** A will viiit as foon as dinner is over ; 
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*' if, you walk a turn or two in the gal*- 
*' lery leading to the chapel-royal, you 
*' will fee me pafs that way betweOi. tour 
'' and five o'clock." — To this mr. Slav- 
ing replied, that he would not fail to 
attend her there. 

Mifs Flora, who had been informed by 
mifs Betfy, after they had parted from 
mr. Saving, that he was married, was 
very full ot the news when fhe came home, 
but mr. Goodman, to whom the whole 
ftory of that affair had been related by 
the alderman, faid, that the young gen- 
tleman had done very wifely, in comply- 
ing with the commands of his fiither ; and 
added, that the lady had a. very agreeable 
perfon, a large fortune, and, above all, 
was extremely modeft and difcreet •, fo 
that there was no room to doubt his hap- 
pinefs. — There was fome further difccurfe 
at table, concerning this new-wedded 
pairi but mifs Betfy took little (hare in 
i^ as giving herfelf no pain for the in- 
"^refls of a perfon for whom flie never 
ad any thing but the moft perfed: in- 
diiierence. 

She was, notwith^anding, impatient 
enough for the account flie expedied to 
receive from him, and without faying one 
word, either to mifs Flora, or any of the 

family. 
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family, where ftie was going, went at the 
time prefixed to the place fhe had ap- 
pointed to meet him. 

Mr. Saving, to avoid being accufed of 
want of punftuality in the affairs of friend- 
fliip, as he had been in thofc of love. 
Came fomewhat before his time into the 
palace. — As ftie afcended the great flairs 
fhe faw him looking through one of the 
windows, waiting her approach, which 
greatly pleafed her, as fhe would not have 
thought it proper to have walked there 
alone, nor would have been willing to 
have departed without the gratification of 
that curiofity his words had excited in, 
her. 

Excepting the time of divine fcrvice,, 
and when the king, -or any of the royal 
family go to chapel, few places are more 
retired than this gallery, none, befides 
the officers of the houfhold paffing on bu- 
fiiicfs into fome of the apartments, fcarce 
ever going into it, fo that the choice mifs 
Betfy* made, in her appointment with mr. 
Saving, was extremely judicious. 

As the bufinefs on which they met, 
w^ of a nature very different from love 
and gallantry, and time was precious to 
^^ pa both, they needed not many com- 
%^- ./' Q p: piiments 
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pliments to uflier in what mr. Saving had 
to fay : — he only, to excufe his behaviour 
to her, while he had profeffed himfelf her 
lover, was beginning to relate the fudden 
manner in which ne had been forced 
abroad ; but fhe Hopped him from going 
on,, by telling him, fhe had heard the 
whole ftory of that affair from mr. Good- 
man, to whom the alderman had made no 
fecret of it, 

*« I have only then," faid he, " to 
** acquaint you, madam, that foon after 
" my arrival m Holland, looking over 
** fome papers, that my father had put 
** into my portmanteau for my inftruc- 
" tionintne bufinefs I was fent to nego-^ 
" ciate, I found among them a letter, ^ 
** which, doubtlefs, in the hurry he was 
*• in, he had fhuffled with the others 
** through miflake \ — which, pray ma- 
** dam,*' continued he,, giving her a pa- 
per, *' be pleafed to perufe, and tell me 
♦* whether honour and juflice did not ob- 
lige me to take the firfl opportunity 
of cautioning you againfl the bafenefs 
** and malice of a perfon, you might 
otherwife, perhaps, confide in, on mat- 
ters of more confequence to your peace, 
than any thing on my account could 
!^ be.'* 

Mifai 
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Mife Betfy had no fboner taken the 
paper, and looked on the fuperfcription, 
which was to alderman Saving, than fhe 
cried out, with great amazement, " Blcfs 
*^ me ! — this is mifs Flora's hand.**-— 
" I think,*' faid mr. Saving,' " that I might 
" fafely venture to affirm it upon oath, 
" having often feen her writing, and 
" have even fome of- it at this jnftant by 
" me, in a fong Ihe copied for me, on 
" my firft acquaintance with her ; — but 
" read, madam/* purfued he, " read the 
" wicked fcroll, and fee the methods flie 
" took to prevail on a father to banifh 
" from his prefence, and the kingdom, 
" an only fpn, and to traduce that inno- 
" cence and virtue which Ihe hated, be- 
" caufe incapable of imitating/* 

On this, mifs Betfy trembling, between 
a mixture ot furprize and anger, haftily 
unfolded the letter, and found in it thefe 
lines, wrote in the fame hand with the 
fuperfcription. 



•c Sir,, 

n*^HE real efteem I have for all per- 
" fons of honcfty and probity, ob- 

•* liges me % give you this feafonablc 
*' warning ofthe greateft misfortune that 
** can poUibly^ befall a careful and a ten- 

C 6 " dcr 
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der parent, as I know you are ; — but 
net to keep you in falpence, — your 
** fon, fir, — your only, — your darling 
" fb.i ! — that fon, whom you have edu- 
•* cated with fo much tendemels, and 
who is fo defervcdly dear to you, is on 
the Verge of ruin : — his unhappy ac-- 
quaintance with mr. Goodman's family 
has fubjeded him to the artifices of a 
young girl, whole little affairs are in 
the hands of that gentleman. — She is 
a great coquette, — if I had faid, jilt 
too, I believe the injuftice I fhould' 
*' have done her character would not 
*' have been much ; but as her Ihare, 
either of fortune of reputation, is very • 
fmall, I cannot condemn her for put- 
ting in praftice all the ftratagems in 
her power of lecuring to herfelf a fu-' 
ture fettlement by marriage, — I Ihould, 
fir, only be forry that the lot Ihould 
_i^-fitli^lfpon your fon, as I know, and the 
" .world acknowledges him to be a gentle- 
" man of much more promiling expefta- 
" tions. — It is, however, a thing I fear 
*' too near eonclKBi*ij — he loves her to 
" diftraction, — will venture every thing 
^' for the gratification of his paffion : — ^ 
" She has a great deal of cunning, though 
'^ little un- -erftancling in |l^jgs more be- 
*' coming of ha iex ; -^ hKs gay, vain, 
" and pkffionately fond of gaming, and' 

" all 
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•' all the expenfive diverfions of the town. 
" — A fliocking, and mofl: terrible com- 
" pofition for a wife! yet fuch will Ihe 
'' very fpeedily be made by the poor in- 
*' fatuated mr. Saving, if you, fir, in 
" your paternal wifdom do not find fome 
*' way to put a flop to his intentions. 
" — The original of the pifture I have 
" been reprefenting is called mifs Betfy 
" Thoughtlefs, a name well known among 
" the gallant part of the town. I hope 
" you will take die above intelligence in 
" good part, as it is meant, 

" With the greateft fincerity, and^, 

* 
" Attachment to your interefts, - 

« Byj fir, 

*' Your mofl humble, 

** But unknown fervant, 

« A. Z. 



" P. S. Sir, your fon is evety day at mr. 

" Goodman's, and if you will take the 

" trouble to fet a watch over him, or 
fend any perfon to enquire in the 
neighbourhood, it will be eafy for 

" you to fa^^ yourfelf in the truth 

** of what lIBIe related." 

The 
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The confternation mifs Betfy was in, on 
reading this cruel inveftive, was fuch, as 
for fome moments deprived her from the 
power of fpeaking. — Mr. Saving could 
neither wonder at, nor blame fojuft a re- 
fentment, yet to mitigate it in part, he 
confeffcd to her a fecret, which, till then, 
fhe had been wholly ignorant of. 

" Though nothing, madam," faid he, 
*^ can excufe the crime fhe has been guilty 
*« of towards you, yet permit me to ac- 
*< quaint you, that the malice is chiefly 
** levelledf againft me, and you are only 
*< wounded through my fides.'* 

*« How can that be ?*' cried flie, « fhe 
*' does juftice to your charafter, while 
" fhe defames mine in the mofl barbarous 
*' manner;" — " Meer artifice, madam^" 
anfwered he, *' to work my father to her 
•' purpofe, as I will vprefently convince 
" you." 

He then told her, that before he ever) 
had the honour of feeing her, he hadj 
treated mifs Flora with fome gallantries 
" which," faid he, '' her vanity maf 
«• her take as the addrefTes of a ferii 
♦* paffion, 'till thofe fhe found I afterwai 
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" made to you, convinced her to the con- 
" trary. — This, madam," continued he, 
" I am well ajQTured of by her laying hold 
" of every opportunity to reproach my 
" inconftancy, as (he termed it: — find- 
" ing how tittle I regarded all Ihe faid to 
" me on thatfcore, and ftill perfiftcd in 
" my devoirs to you, Ihe doubtkfs had 
" recourfe to this moft wicked ftratagem 
" to cut me from all hope, even though 
" it had been in my power to have in« 
" clined you to favour my fuit.** 

Mifs Betfy found this fuppofition fo 
reafonable, and fo conformable to the 
temper of mifs Flora, that ihe agreed 
with mr. Saving in it. — She did not 
now wonder at her wilhing to be revenged 
on him^ but could not brook with pa- 
tience the method ihe took for being fo, 
and faid, that if m^:. Goodman did not 
do her Juftice on the author of fo infa- 
mous a libel, fhe would immediately quit 
his houfe, and chufe another guardian. 

" Hold, madam,'* faid he, " I muft 
" intreat you will give me leave to pe- 
" mind you of the confequences that may 
poflibly attend your taking fiich a ftep : 
— I own with you, that treachery and 
** calumny, fuch as her*s, cannot be too 
w feverely expofed and punilhed-, but, 

*^ madam J 
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** madam, confider, that in order to da 
this, the accident which brought the 
letter into my poflTeflion, and the op- 
portunity you have allowed me of pre- 
fenting it to you, mud be made known, 
the latter ot which you may, be confi- 
" dent fhe would not fail to make fuch 
" reprefentations of, as would not only 
" hurt me, both with my father and my 
" wife, but alfo furnifh th6 malicious 
world, too apt to judge by appearances^ 
with fome pretence for calling a ble- 
'* mifti on your own reputation." 

Thefe remonftrances had fome part of 
the efFeft they were intended for on the 
mind of mifs Betfy, yet having an aver- 
fion to diflimulation, and -not' knov/ing 
whether Ihe could be able ;to conceal 
either her refentment or the cauf^ of it, 
fhe cried out haftily, without confidering 
what fhe faid, " Why then did you let 
'* me know the. injury done me, fince it 
" it is improper for me to do any thing, 
" that might extort a reparation ?'* 

" I could not, madam," replied he, 
** behold you harbouring a fnake in your 
*' bofom without warning you of the 
" fting. — I am certain the eafing youji 
** of my troublefome addrefTes has beei ' 

" n( 
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" no caufe of mortification ; and it was 
" not that you (hould revenge what fhe 
" has already done, but to put you upon 
" your guard againff any thing Ihe may 
" hereafter attempt to do, that I rffolved 
" to take the firft opportunity of letting 
" you fee what fhe was capable of/* 

Mifs Betfy was by this time fully per- 
fuaded by his arguments, but could not 
forbear complaining of the difficulty it 
would be to her to look, or fpeak civilly, 
to fleep in the fame bed, or behave in any 
refpeft as fhe had been accuflomed, to- 
wards fo unworthy a creature : — fhe 
thanked him, however, for his good in- 
tentions to her, and before they parted, 
promifed to follow his advice, if it were 
only, as fhe faid, in confideration, that 
to ad: in a different manner might be a^ 
prejudice to his domeflic peace. 




^?^ 
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CHAP. IV. 

ISas very littk in it^ befides a colleSlk 
of letter 5 y fame of "which are much i 
the purpofe^ ethers lefs fo. 

VfISS Betfjr, after having taken lea^ 
of mr. Saving, went to the apar 
itient of her friend, where Ihe ftayed fiq 
per, not becaufb fhe was at that time c; 
pable of being entertained, eitl^r with tl 
elegancies of the table, or the compan 
which happened to be pretty numerou* 
but merely to amufc and recover herfe 
from the fhock, which the late difcove 
of mifs Flora's infidelity had given her 

On her coming home, fhe found tl 
family not yet gone to bed, though 
was then pear one o'clock. — Mr. Goo 
mah|was in high good humour, and fa 
to her, " Mifs Betfy you have loft for 
'' hours of contentment by being abroa 
" — • mr. True worth has been here, a 
" did us the favour to pafs the wh( 
*^ evening with us ; but that is not all,- 
*' .three letters have been left for you, 
^* two of them came by the poft, a 
^ are, I know, by the fuperfcriptic 

1^ frc 
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** from mr. Francis Thoughdefs, and 
" lady Trufty : -p- the other I am inform- 
^ ed was left for you by a porter, but 
** your curiofity mufl wait for thefe, — * 
" I have ftill better news for you, — your 
*' eldeft brother, mr. Thomas Thought- 
** lefs is coming home, — I have received 
** a letter from him, which tells me, he has 
** finifhed his tour, and we Ihall fbon 
" have him among us. — - See,** continued 
lie, ** what he fays.** 

In fpeaking thefe words, he took the 
letter out of his pocket, and gave her to 
jread: >— it contained thefe lines : 

To mr. Goodman, 

• Worthy ftr^ 

* T HAVE been for upwards of a month 
' *■ detained on a party of pleafure, at 
> the chateau of monfieur le marquis de 

* St. Amand, fo was not fo happy to re- 

* ceive yours of the feventh, and twenty- 
^ fecond inftant, till yefterday, when I 

* returned to Paris. — I thank you for 
' the long and particular account you give 

* me of mofe ^affairs which are entrufted 
^ to your care. — As to what you tell me 
.' concerning my brother Frank's having 
' left the univerlity, I am not ferry for 

.3. ♦ it, nor can at all wonder, that a young 
ifc * fellow 
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fdlow of his metrfe fhould be willing 
to exchange the hopes of a mitre for 
a truncheon. — - 1 have not heard froni 
him fince I left tlorence, but believe it 
owing to his want of knowing where to 
direft to me, my fbages afterwards hav- 
ing been pretty uncertain ; but finding 
by yours that he is now with fir Ralph 
Trufty, fliall accompany a letter I am 
obliged to fend to that gentleman, with 
one to him. — I forgive my fitter's not 
writing when you did, as you give me 
fome hints fhe is likely foon to become 
' a bride : — a matter, I confefs, fiiffici- 
ent to engrofs the whole thoughts of a 
young lady ; be pleafed to aflUre her, 
of my good wiflies in this, and all other 
events. — As you Tay ftie has two very 
advantageous offers, I ' flatter mylelf^ 
through your good advice and infpec- 
tion, ihe will take the beft. 



c 

c 
( 

« 
4 



' In my lall, I mentioned fomewhat of 
a defign I had, to pafs a few months In ^ 
the fouthern parts *of this kingdom ; but/ 
I have fince changed my mind, and am: 
determined on. returning to my native^ 
country with all poffible expedition : — 
I believe you may expeft me in thre 
or four weeks at farthefl. — If, fir, y 
<:ould within that time hear of a hou 
agreeably fituated, for my ufe, I fho 

^ efle 
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* efteem it as a confiderable addition to 

* the favours of our family, and myfelf 

* in particular, has received from you 

* fince the death of our dear father. — I 
' fliould approve of St. James's Square, 

* if rents are not too exorbitant ; for in 

* that cafe a houfe in any of the adjoin- 

* ing ftreets muft content me : — I would 

* not willingly exceed an hundred, or an 

* hundred and ten pounds per annum ; 
f but would be as near the park and pa- 

* lace as poflible. 

* I kifs lady Mellafin's and her fair 

* daughter's hands, and am, 

* With very great refpeft, 

' Sir, 

* Your moft olbliged, 

* And moft Obedient fervant, 

' T. Thoughtless.* 



Mifs Betfy was very glad to find a 
brother, who had now been near five 
years abroad, was at laft coming home, 
and much more fo, that he intended to 
fet i^ houfekeeping in London, becaufe, 
as doubting not he would be pleafed to 
Wc her with him, fhe would have a fair 
"^ " . pretence 
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pretence for quitting mr» Goodman's 
houfe, and the fociety of mifs Flora, 
who had now rendered herfclf fo irkfome 
to hen 

This did not hinder her, however, from 
reproaching mr. Goodman for having 
mentioned to her brother any thing in re- 
lation to her lovers, — " You fee, fir,'^ 
faid Ihe, " that the one of them has al- 
^ ^' ready abandoned me, and you will alfo 
*' fee, in a fhort time, that the other will 
** be little the better for his rival's refig- 
♦* nation/* 

0' 

To this mr. Goodman pleafantly re- 
plied, that whatever Ihe pretended at pre- 
sent, he believed better things from her 
good fenfc, and the merits of mr. True- 
worth ; to which mifs Betfy, unwilling to 
prolong the converfation, only told him, 
he would find himfelf miftaken, and ran 
haftily up ftairs to examine the contents 
of thofe letters, which, Ihe had heard, la] 
*on her toilet, ready for her perufaL 
The firfl: fhe broke open was from mi 
**^ Forward, knowing it to be her's by tl 
hand, and eager to fee the event of 
fate, which, by the hiftory fhe had givj 
her, .had appeared fo doubtful. 
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To mifs Betsy Thoughitless. 

^ Dior mifs Betfy^ 

* CINCE I law you I have been driven 
' to the laft delpair : — the kind fup- 
' ply you left with me was quite ex- 

* haufted, and I muft infallibly have pe- 

* iiftied, through want of the common 

* neceflaries of life, and the cruel ufage 

* of my mercenary landlady, if my poor 

* aunt in the country had not fent me a 
' fmall prefent, which for a fmall Ipace 

* of time aflForded relief, but accompanied 
' with the melanchoUy account that my 
' father was inexorable to her perfwafions, 
' — would not hear of my return to 

< L e, and vowed never to fee me 

* more. Or own me for his child : — {oovi 

< was I again reduced ^ to the loweft ebb 
' of mifery, — had fcarce fufficient to fur- 
« nilh the provifions of another day, and 
' was even threatened' to be turned out 
^ of doors by the inhuman hag, who, I 

* very well remember, you faid, had her* 

* foul piSured in her countenance 5 •'— 
f but, my dear friend, in the midft of 

* this dilbrefs, and when I thought no 

* human help was near, my affairs took 

* a moft fudden and unexpefted turn. — 
?1\|? Fortune threw in my way a kinlinan of 

my mother's, whonFi I had never feen, 

'nor 
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* nor even heard of before ; — he com- 
« paflionated my calamitous condition, — 
' removed me from that difmal place, — 

* allows me a handfoipe maintenance, and 

* has promifed to continue it, till nature, 

* and the endeavours of my good aunt, 
f fhall work my father to a more gentle 
' temper. 

^ I long to fee you, and would have 
' waited on you to return the money you 
^ were fo kiad to lend me, but knew not 
« whether it were proper fpr me to do fo,^ 
« as I am wholly unacquainted with the 
« family where you are. — A vifit from 
' you would therefore now be doubly 
' agreeable, as I am lodged in a houfe 

* lefs unworthy to receive you, than that 

* wretched one to which I before took 

* the liberty to make you an invitation. 

« You may now find me at mr. Sqreen- 
er's, the very next door to Linko's- 
Head, in Taviftock-ftreet, in Covent- 
garden, where, I flatter myfelf, your 
good-nature will foon bring you to her, 
who is impatient for that happinefs, an( 
will always be, dear mifs Betfy, 
^ Your very afFedionate, 
' And moft humble fervant, 

' A. FORWAJ 
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P. S. I had forgot to tell you that I am 

* every Friday engaged at my above- 

* mentioned good coufm's, and fliould 
' never have forgiven myfelf, if by this 

* omiffion you had loft your labour^ 
' and I the pleafure of your company.* 

Mifs Betfy, who little doubted the fm- 
cerity of this epiftle, was very much 
touched with it, and refolved to comply 
with the invitation it contained, in a Ihort 
time. — She now began to grow pretty 
fleepy, and would/ probably, haye de- 
ferred the perufal of the other two letters, 
'till next morning, if mifs Flora had not 
come up to go to bed : — to avoid, there- 
fore, entering into any converfation with 
her, fhe took up the firft that came to 
hand, and found the contents as follows : 

To mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 

* My dear Jifter^ 

* AS ,mr. Goodman's endeavours for 
' procuring me a commiflion have 

* not yet been attended with the defired 

* fuccefs, I have been prevailed upon by 
^ the follicitations of my friends, to give 
Vthcm my promife of pafling fome part 
fei^ the hunting feafon in L—- e, fo 

not fee you fo' foon as my laft 
ill. D ' might 
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might make you expeft; — but I will 
not diflemble, fo far as tb tell, you, 
that to give you this information is the 
chief motive of my writing to you at 
prefent ; — no, my dear Betfy ! it is one 
of much more confequence that now 
direfts my pen, — it is to give you 
fucjb remonftrances, as, I fear, you 
ftand but in too much need of, to be- 
ware how you difregard the fmiles of 
fortune, and become the enemy of your 
own happinefs. — I received a letter 
yefterday from mr. Trueworth j — he 
complains fadly of my (laying in the 
country, and feems to think my pre- 
fence neceffary for the advancement of 
his courtlhip to you. — I Ihall be al- 
ways glad to be obliged by you on any 
fcore, but extremely forry to find my 
interefts with^you, as a brother, fhould 
have more efFeft on you than your own 
reafon, and the nierits of one of the 
moft deferving men on earth; — I have 
no pretence to claim any authority over 
you by the ties of blood, but may cer- 
tainly f^a,tter myfelf with having fome 
influence over you as a friend, — enough 
at leaft I hope to prevail on you to 
confider ferioufly on this matter, and 
am perfwa.ded, that if you once bring 
yourfelf to do fo, * mr. Trueworth will 
'want no pther advocate to plead his 

;J ' caufe '' 
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caufe, than your own underftanding.— 
I am willing to believe the aflurance 
you gave me in your laft, of your heart 
being free from any impreflion yet en- 
deavoured to be made u^n it; did I 
think otherwife I fhould be entirely fi- 
lent on this occafion. — I would be far, 
my dear fifter, from oppofing your in- 
clinations, I would only wifh to direft 
them where there is a profpeft of the 
moft felicity : — let me conjure you, 
therefore, to open your unprejudiced 
eyes, nor be wilfully blind to the good 
intended for you by your better ftars* 
— As you can never expeft propofals 
of moie advantage, than thofe the love 
of mr. Trueworth has inclined him to 
make you, — I may be pretty confident, 
that yoii liave not a friend in the world, 
wh(5 -vfeuld not highly condemn your 
want ^f giving due attention to it. — 
Forgive the warmth with which L ex- 
prels myfelf, as it fprings from the (in- 
cereft zeal for the eftablilhment of your 
interefl and happinefs, than which no- 
thing is more at the heart of him, 
who is, 

* With, the moft tender regard, 

* Dear fifter, 

* Your very affeftionate friend, 

' And brother, 
' ** F. Thoughtless.' 
D 2 WVs\\jt 
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While mifs Betfy was reading thefe 
letters, mifs Flora, who immediately fol- 
lowed her into the chamber, would fain 
have interrupted her by one impertinent 
queftion or other •, but receiving no an- 
fwer to any thing fhe faid, .gave over 
fpeaking, and went diredly to bed,- and 
mifs Betfy breaking open the third and 
laft letter fhe had to perufe, found it 
eontair^ed as follows : 

To mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 

• My dear mifs Betfy^ 

* T H A D wrote to you before, if I had 

* not been prevented by an inflamma- 

* tion in my eyes, which, for fome time 

* paft, has rendered my pen of no ufe 
' to me,^ and I did not chufe to employ 

* an emanuenfis in what I have to fay 

* to you, but now take the firft oppor- 
« tunity, being fomewhat better, of giv- 

* ing you that advice, which, it may be 

* reafonably fuppofed, a perfon of your 

* years and inexperience of the world may 

* ftand in need of; or, tFnot fo, will be 

* of fome fervice in corroborating the 

* good fentiments you are already infpired 
^ with. 



It 
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' It was with an extream concern I 
heard what - happened on your account 
at Oxford, and hope you have fo well 
reflefted'on the danger you were in, the 
confequenccs that attended it, and how 
much worfe might probably^ have en- 
fued, as to be ever fmce more circum- 
fpeft and careful with what company 
you truft yourfelf. — I ^m far from re- 
proaching you with the effeds of an 
accident altogether unforefeen, arid im- 
poffible to be even guefled at by you, 
but would beg you to keep always in 
your mind, that what has been, may 
iome time or other be again, and that 
repeated inadvertencies may make hea- 
ven weary of continuing its prote&:iori : 
— but, my dear mifs Betfy, it is no^ 
in my apprehenfions of your own con- 
duft, that the gfeateft part of my fear 
for you conlifts ; — the world, alas 1 
and more particularly the place you live 
in, affords but too many wretches, of 
I • both fexes, who make it their bufinefs 
^ * to entrap unwary innocence, and the 
moft fair pretences are often the cover 
" to the moft foul defigns : — there are' 
^ fomany datly Inftances of the {Irid- 
ic ^ eft caution not being always a fufficient 
''f^urity/againft the. fnares laid for our 
yjcftruftion, that I look on it as half a 

1^ D.3 ' mlt3.ck^ 
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miracle, when a young woman, hand- 
fome, and expofed as you are, * efcapes 
unprejudiced, either in her virtue or 
reputation. — Confider, my dear child, 
you have no tender mqther, whofe pre- 
cepts and example might keep you 
fteady in the paths of prudence ; — no 
father, whofe authority migbt awe the 
daring libertine from any injurious at- 
tack ; and are but too much miftrefs of 
yourfelf. — In fine, thus environed with 
temptations, I fee no real defence /©r 
you byt in a good hufband. — I have 
ever condemned rufhingi too early into 
marriage, and of rifquing for the fake 
of one convenience, the want, perhaps, 
of a thoufand others •, but when an offer 
happens to be made, equally honour- 
able and advantageous, and which af- 
fords an almoft affured profpe<5t of every 
thing neceflary to compleat the happi- 
nefs of that ftate, it cannot be too foon 
in life accepted. — 1 hear with pleafure, 
that an offer, fuch as I have been de- 
fcribing, is now prefented to you, and 
it would give me an adequate concern 
to hear that^you had rejefted it. -,— I 
need not tell you I mean mr. True- 
worth ; for though there may be many 
others who make their addrefles ft) you 
on the fame fcore, ^ yet I am entirely ig- 
norant of every thing relating to them ; 

* but 
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but J am well afliired, not only by your 
brother*s teftimony, but by feveral gen- 
tlemen of this county, that in the for- 
tune, perfon, and amiable qualities of 
that gentleman are comprifed all that 
you either can, or ought to wifh in a 
hufband : — trifle not then with a heart 
fo deferving of you ; — fcruple not to 
become a wife, when merit, fuch as his, 
invites, and fo many reafons concur to 
urge you to confent. — Bei|eve me, 
there is more true felicity in the fincere 
and tender friendfliip of one man of 
honour, than in all the flattering pro- 
feflions of a . thoufand cpxccmbs, — I 
have much more to fay to you on this 
head, but ftiall defer it, 'till you let 
me know with what kind of fcntimetits 
it is ttat you regard the gentleman I 
have been fpeaking of, which I beg.ybu 
will do without difguife : — be fatisfied 
that the fecret of your real inclinations 
will be as fafe in my keeping as your 
own, and that I am, 

* With the mofl: perfe6t amity, 
^ My dear mife Betfy, 
' Your confl:aut friend, 
* And humble fervant, 

* M. Trusty.' 
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The time of night did not permit mifs 
Betfy to give thele letters all the atten- 
tion which the writers of them, *doubtlefs, 
defired fhe fhould do ; but fhe locked 
them carefully in her cabinet, refolving 
to confider the purport of them more fe- 
rioufly before fhe returned any anfwer. 



• CHAP. V. 

Serves as a fupplement to the former, 

T'^HE next morning mifs Flora opened 
her lips almoft as foon as Ihe did her 
eyes, to talk to mifs Betfy on the defign 
had been agreed upon between them the 
day before, in relation to mr. Staple. -^ 
She told her, fhe had employed her whole 
thoughts about it ever fince, and that fhe 
had found out a way of introducing the 
difcourfe, lb as to give him no fufpicion 
that fhe came from her, yet, at the fame 
time, take away all his apprehenfions of 
her being in love with mr. Trueworth \ 
and added, that fhe would go to his lodg- 
ings immediately after breakfaft. 






« Indeed,'^ replied mifs Betfy, fullenlj^; 
" you fhaU do no fuch thing j — I do f#|' 



" car6'» 
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" care what his apprehenfions are, or any 
" one's elfe-, — the men may all think 
" and do as they will, — I fhall not fiU 
*' my mind with any ftufF about them.'* 
" — Heyday," cried mifs Flora, a good 
deal fhocked at this fuddei\ turn, " what 
" whim has got pofleflion of you now?'* 
" The, whim you endeavoured to poflcfs 
" me with," faid mifs Betfy, fcornfuUy,, 
" would have been a very ridiculous one 
" I am fure -, — but I have confidered 
" better on it, and defpife fuch foolilh 
" fancies." — " Good-lack," returned 
the other, '' you are grown wonderous 
" wife methinks, — '• at leaft imagine your- 
*' felf fo •, — but I fhall go to mr. Staple 
" for all this, — I cannot bear that he 
" fhould think you are in love with 
*' Trueworth.". — I know no bufinefs," 
faid mifs Betfy, in a haughty tone, " you 
'' have either with my love or hate, and 
'' I defire, for the future, you will for- 
*' bear troubling your head in my affairs." 

Mifs Flora then told her, that what fhc 
had pfFered was meerly in regard to her 
reputation, and then ran over again all 
tlip- arguments fhe had urged, in order to 
"^ Vail on her to come into the meafures 
propofcd \ but whatever (lie faid, 
jr in the wheedling or remonftrating 
fj, ,was ecjually incffedual, the other 
' " D 5 remained 
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remained firm in her refolution, and be- 
haved in a manner fo different from what 
.mifs Flora had ever feen her do before, 
that fhe knew not what to think of it, — 
Having her own reafons, however, to 
bring her, if poflible, to a lefs grave 
way of thinking, fhe omitted nothing in 
the power of artifice, that fhe imagined* 
might be conducive to that end. — AH 
the time they were rifing, — all the time 
they were dreffing^ did fhe continue to la- 
hour on this fcore, without being able to 
obtain any other anfw^rs to what fhe faid, 
than fuch as were peremptorily in the 
negative, . , , 

It is certain, thait mifs Betfy was of fo 
foft and tradable a difpofition^ that half 
the arguments mifs Flora had alledged, 
would, at another time, have won her to 
copfent to things of much greater confc- 
quence than this appeared to be ; but the 
difcovery fhe had die day before made of 
her deceit, and the little good-will fhe 
had towards her, gave her TufHcient rea- 
fon to apprehend, that fhe had fome fur- 
ther defigns than fhe pretended in this pro- 
jeft, though of what nature it could be 
was not in her power to conceive, — The 
thing in difpute feemed to her extremeh^' 
trifling in itfelf, but the eagernefs wittt. 
which fhe was preffed to it, by a perlbn 
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of whofe treachery fhe had fo flagrant a 
proof, convinced her, that fhe ought not 
on any account to acquiefce. 

Mifs Flora, on the other hand, was dif- 
concerted beyond njeafure at this unex- 
pefted change in mifs Betfy's humour^ 
of which ihe Was as little able to divine 
the caule, as the other was to guefs the ^ 
defign fhe had formed •, but determining 
to accomplifc her point, if poffible, at any 
rate, fhe endeavoured all fhe could to dif- 
femble her chiagrin, and flill affefted a 
mighty . regard for the honour of mifs 
Betfy, tellingJier, fhe was refolved to ferve 
her whether jflie would or not, and that 
how much foever fhe difapproved it, Ihe 
fhoul4pprfue hcr.firft inten$iop, and un- 
deceive mr. Staple in the opinion he had, 
of her being fo filly as to fall in love 
with mr. Tmeworth. 

. ' ,. • - - • ' ■ 

Mifs Betfy on hearing this, and not 

doubting but fhe would* do as fhe had 

feid, turned towards her, and looking full 

upon her with a countenance compofed 

. enough, but which had yet ih it fome- 

j^rhat between tjie ironical and fevere,* re- 

jdied in thefe terms, — " Since you are 

P fo i^uch, bent^" faidfhe, " on making 

!M|^a^vifit^to mr. Staple, far be it from me, 

^mHs Flora, to deprive that gentleman 

D 6- '' of 
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'* of the favour you intend him, provided 
*' you gi\'e me your promife, in the pre- 
" fence of mr. Goodman, and he will be 
'^ your fecurity for the performance of it, 
'* that you will mention neither my name 
*' nor that of mr. Trueworth, and above 
'' air, that you will not pretend to have 
*^ any knowledge of affairs you never 
*' have been trufted with/* 

However inconfiderate, or incautious, 
mifs Betfy may appear to the reader, as 
to her conduft in general, it muft be ac- 
knowleged, that at this time fhe fhewed 
an uncommon prefence of mind. -^ — This 
was, indeed, the only way to put a ftop, 
and quafh at once that fcheme, which her 
falfe friend had formed to do her a real 
prejudice, under the pretence of ferving 
her. ' 

It is not in words to exprefs the con- 
fufion mifs Flora was in, on hearing mils 
Betfy fpeak in this manner. — Bold as- 
fhe was by nature, and habituated to re- 
partee> Ihe had not now the power of ut- 
tering one word : innocence itfelf, when 
over-awed by authority, could not have 
ftood more daunted and abafhed, whilfe 
the other, 'v^ith a carelefs air, added, 
^*i As foon as we go down ftairs I Ihall 

^ ipeak, 
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*' fpeak to mr. Goodman about this 
•' matter.'* 

Whether mifs Betfy really intended to 
put this menace in execution, or not, is 
uncertain \ for mifs Flora recoverins; her 
ipirits, and her cunning at the fame time, 
affefted to burft into a violent fit of 
laughter, " Mr. Goodman !" faid fhe ; 
" mighty pretty, indeed! — you would 
*' trouble mr. Goodman with the little 
impertinencies we talk on between our- 
felves \ but do fo if you think proper. 
c< — I Ihall tell him the truth, that I 
'' made this propofal to you only to try 
•« you, and but afted the fecond part of 
*« what mr. Chatfree had begun. — You 
" did not imagine fure,'* ' continued flie, 'V* 
with a malicious fneer, ** that I loved 
" youTfb well, that for your fake I would 
" hazard my perfon and reputation, by 
•' going to fee a young' gay tellow at his 
** own lodgings.*' 

" As for that,'* cried mifs Betfy, witk 
a look as contemptuous as fhe could pof- 
fibly afTume, '* I am equally well ac- 
•* quainted with the modefly and fince- 
" rity of mifs Flora, and know how to 
•* fet a jufl value upon both." — In 
l^ealdng thefe words, having now got on 
^ ^^^ fhe fiung out of the room 

^i^ithout 
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without ftiying to hear what anfwerthc 
other would h^ve made* 

After this, thefe two high fpirits had 
little intercourfe, never fpeaking to each 
other, but on fuch common affairs as 
were unavoidable between perfons who 
lived in the fame houfe, eat at the fame 
table, and lay in the fame bed. — How 
, mifs Flora employed her thoughts will 
very fhortly be feen^ but we muft firft 
examine what efFeft thefe late occurrences 
had on the mind of mifs Betfy. 

Young as fhe was, fhe might be,/aid tp 
have feen a great deal of the world ; and 
as Ihe had a fine underftanding,. and a 
very juft notion of things,^ wanted only to 
refleft on the many follies and deceits 
which fome of thofe who call tKemfelves 
the beau rnond^ are guilty of,, to be enabled 
to defpife them. — The lafl: letter flie had 
received from lady Trufty made a ftrong 
impreflion on her, and cafting a retro- 
fpedt on feVeral paft tranfadlions fhe had 
been witncfs of, as well as thofe fhe had 
been concerned in herfelf, began to won- 
der at, and condemn the vanity of being 
pleaSM^with fuch fhadowy nothings : — 
fuch ndfeting, unfubflantial dehghts, ac- 
companied with noife arid hurry in the ^ 
poflefTiop, and attended with wearinefs- ' 

and 
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and vexation of fpirit. — A multiplicity 
of admirers feemed now to 'her among 
this number i-H her foul confijpfed, that to 
encourage the addreffes of a'^j, was bolth 
dangej"oas and filly -, and to flatter with 
vain hopes the fincere » paffion of a man • 
of hoaiour, was equally ungenerous and - 
cruel. 

Thefe confiderations .were very fa- 
vourable to mr. Trueworth ; — ihe ran 
through every particular of that gentle- 
man's chara<fter and behaviour, and could 
find nothing which could make her ftand 
excufed even to herfelf, for continuing 
to treat him with the little ferioufnefs 
Ihe had hitherto done, 

" What then (hall I do with him ?'^ 
faid fhe to herfelf. « Muft I at once dif- 
card him, — defire him to defift his 
vifits, and tell him I am deternained 
never to be his ! — or muft I refolve 
to think of marrying him, and hence- 
forward entertain him, as the'^man who 
is really ordained to be one day my 
hufbana ! — ^I have at prefent rather an 
averfion, than an inclination to a wed- • 
ed ftate -, yet if my mind Ihould alter 
in this point, where fhall I find a partr 
« ner fo qualified to make me happy in 
* it ? — bi;t yet,'' continued fhe, " to 

" become 
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become a matron at my years, is what 
I cannot brook the thoughts of; — if 
he loves me he muft wait, — it will 
be fufficient to receive the addreffes of 
no other ; but then how fhall I refufe 
thofe who may make an offer of them, 
without giving the world room to be- 
lieve I am pre-engaged/' 

Thus did fhe argue with herfelf, — 
the dilemma appeared hard to her, but 
what was the refult of her'reafonings will 
beft appear in the anfwer fhe fent to lady 
Truity's letter, which was in the follow- 
ing terms: 

To lady Trusty. 

* T Received the honour of yours, and 
' *■ fmcerely thank you for the good 

* wifhes and advice contained in it : be 

* alTured, madam, I haye a juft fenfe of 

* the value I ought to fet upon them, 

* and fhall henceforth do the utmoft in 
« my power to deferve it. — I have, in* 

* deed, no parent to direft, and but few 

* faithful friends to guide me through 
' the perplexing labyrinth of life. — I 
' confefs, I have been too often mifled 
' -by the , prevalence of example, and my 
•^ own idle caprice, — it is therefore the 

* higheft 
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' higheft charity to fliew me to myfelf. ^ 

* — I now fee, and am afhamed ot. the ' 

* many inadvertencies I have been guilty 

* of. — The dangers which a young wo- 

* man, like me, muft neceffarily be con- 

* tinually expofed to, appear to me, from 
' what you fay of them, in their proper 

* colours, and convince me^ that no per- 
' fon of underftanding would condemn 

* me, if to avoid fo many threatened ills, 
' I flew to that afylum your ladyfhip has 

* mentioned. — I will own to you yet 

* farther, madam, that I am not * infen- 
' fible ojf the merits of nir. Trueworth, 

* nor of the advantages, which would ^t- 
' tend my acceptance of his propofals ; 

* but I know not how it is, I cannot all 
' at once bring myfelf into a liking of 
' the marriage ftate. — Be aflured of this, 

* that I never yet have feen any man, 
' whom my heart has been more inclined 
^ to favour, and that, at prefent, I nei- 
' ther receive, nor defire the addrefles ^of 
i any other. — There is no anfwering for 

' events, but, in the way of thinkiilg I 

* now am, it feems not improbable, that 
' I fhall one day comply with what my 
' friends take fo much pains in perfwad- 

* ipg me to. — In the mean time, I be- 
fflvftjcch you to believe I fhall regulate my 

:, fo as to eafc you of all thofe 

* ap- 
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« apprehertfiOns you are fo g6od to enter- 
* tain on my account. —I am, 

* With a profound refpe6t, 

* Madam, * 

• Your ladyfhip*s moft obliged, 

«... ^ 

* And moft devoted fervaiit, 
* E. Thoughtless.* 



Mifs Bttfy "alfo aniwered her brother's 
letter at the fanle time •, but the purport 
of it being much the fame with that Ihe 
wrote to lady Ti-ufty, there is 06 occafion 
for infer ting it. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

/ 

Seems to bring things pretty near a 

condu^n. 

A4ISS Betfy was now in as happy a 
difpofition as any of her friends,- or 
even mr. Trueworth himfelf could defire ; 
-~fhe liftened to the confirmations he 
was every day. giving her of his paffion, 
with the greateft affability, and much 
more ferioufnefs and attention, than fhe 
had been accuftomed; «— The quarrel fhe 
had with mifs Flora making her willing 
to avoid her as much as polTible, he was 
frequently alone with hef whole hours to- 
gether, and had all the o|)portunities he 
could wifh of cultivating the efleem, fhe 
made no fcruple of confefTing fhe had 
for him. — As mf. Staple was now gone 
out of town, purfuant to the refolution 
he had taken, and no other rival, at leaft 
none encouraged by nriifs Betfy, had as 
yet feconded him, he had all the reafon 
in the world to flatter himfelf, that the 
accomplifhment of his' Wifhes were not 
far diftant. 

Plays, 
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Plays, — operas, — and mafquerac 
were now beginning to come in vog 
and he had the fatisfaftion to fee his r 
trefs relufe whatever tickets were offe 
her for thofe diverfionls, by any of 
gentlemen who vifited lady Mellafm, 
at the fame time readily agreed to 
company him to thefe, or any other p 
lie entertainments, whenever he reque 
that favour of her. 

Mifs Betfy's behaviour in this po 
however, . haci* more the air, than 
reality of kindnefs to mr. Trueworth \ 
in effect it was not becaufe fhe would 
accept of tickets from any other pe 
than himfelf, but becaufe they were 
fered by gentlemen of lady Mellafm's 
quairitance, and confequently, in ref 
to her, mifs Flora had the fame f] 
in the invitation, , with whom fhe was 
termined never more to be feen abroj 

This required fome fort of contriva 
to be managed in fuch a manner a 
give no umbrage to mr. Goodman, 
lady Mellafm, for the former of wl 
fhe had always a very great efteem, 
did not chufe to afford the. latter 
caufe of complaint againfl her, while 
continued to live in the fame houfe 
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The method fhe took therefore to avoid 
a thing fo difagreeable to her, and at the 
fame time to give no occafion of offence, 
•was always to make choice o^ one di- 
Terfion, when flie knew mifs Flora was 
pre-engaged to another. 

To partake of thefe pleafures, which 
mr. Trueworth, feeing into her temper^ 
was almoft every day prefenting, fhe in- 
vited fometimes one lady, fometimes ano- 
ther of thofe fhe converfed with ; but the 
perfon who moft frequently accompanied 
her, was mifs Mabel, a young lady, who 
lived in the next ftreet, and whom fhe 
lad been acquainted with ever fince her 
•oming to London, but had not been al- 
ogether fo agreeable to her, as fhe really 
'eferved, and otherwife would have been, 
r lady Mellalin and mifs Flora had not 
eprefented her as a prying, cenforious, 
Q-natured creature, and, in fine, given 
er all tlie epithets which compofe the 
harad:er of a prude. 

She was, indeed, both in principles 
iid behaviour the very reverfe of mifs 
'lora 5 -r- fhe was modefl without afFeda- 
ion^ 'm^ referved without auflerity, — . 
hoKlfiri without levity, — ^ compafTionate 
rojent in her nature, — and, to 
Wts perfectly fincere : — mifs 
']"' Betfy 
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Betfy had never wanted penetration enough 
to fee, and to admire the amiable quali- 
ties of this young lady, nor had been at 
all influenced by the character given of 
her by lady Mellafin arid mifs Flora, 
but being herfelf of too gay and volatile 
a temper, the more fcrious deportment 
of the other gave fomewhat of a check 
to her^s, and for that reafon rendered her 
fociety lefs coveted by her. — The letter 
of lady Trufly, however, joined to the 
late accidents which had happened, hay- 
ing now given her a turn of mind vaflly 
different from what it had been a very 
little time before, made her now prefer 
the converfatiftn of mifs Mabel, to moft 
others of l^r acquaintance. 

This young lady having been often in 
mr. Trueworth's company, with mifs 
Betfy, faw enough into him to be aflured 
the paflion he profefled for her was per- 
feftly honourable and fincere ; and as 
Ihe had a real afFeftion for her fair friend, 
and thought it a match greatly to her 
advantage, was perpetually remonftrating 
to her, that fhe could not treat with too 
much complaifance, a lover fo every way 
deferving of her. 



It is certain^ that what fhe faid on thii 
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fcore, had fome weight with mifs BctfJFf: 
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mr. Goodman alfo was every day admo- 
nifhing her in behalf of mr. Trueworth, 
as he thought it his duty to do, both as 
her guardian and her friend. -r- In fine, 
never was a heart more befet,— ^more 
forced, as it were, into tender fentimcnts 
than that of this young lady : — firft by 
the merits and afliduities of the paflionate 
invader, and next by the perfwafions of 
all thofe, who fhe had any reafon to be- 
lieve had her intereft in view, and wilhed 
to fee her happinefs eftabliihed. 

Enemy as fhe was by nature to feri- 
ous refleftion, on any account, jnuch 
more on that of marriage, every thing 
now contributed to compel her to it ; 
Ihe could not avoid feeing and confefling 
within herfelf, that if ever fhe became a 
wife, the title could not be attended 
with more feUcity, than when conferred 
On her by a perfon of mr. Trueworth's 
fortune, charafter, and difpofition. 

She was one day alone, and in a very 
confiderative mood, when a letter was 
brought: to her, which fhe was told carne , 
by die penny-pofl ; a3 flie was not ac- 
cuftqiried, to receive any by that carriage, 
it prjptty much furprifed her, but much 
ino||;|b, wheo having haflily 1 opened it, 
"* ^ndthc contents as folla# : 

,> * To 
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To mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 

MadaWj 

T is with an inexpreffible concern, 
that I relate to you a thing, which 
I am but too fenfible will give you 
fome difquiet, nor could have prevailed 
with myfelf on any terms to have done 
it, were it not to prelerve you from 
falling into much greater afflidtions than 
the difcovery I am about to make, can 
poffibly inflift : — but not to keep you 
in fufpence, — you are courted by ai 
gentleman whofe name is Trueworth ; 

— he is recommended by your brother, 
who, alas ! knows him much lefs than 
he imagines : — he has indeed a large 
eftate, and does not want accomplilh- 
ments to endear him to the fair fex, — ■ 
I wifh he had as much intrinfic honour 
and fincerity::^© deferve, as he has per^- 
fonal endowments to acquire, thie fa- 
vours fo lavplhly beftowed upon him. 

— I hope. However, you have not been 
fo much deceived by the innocence of 
your own heart, and the fancied intc- 
gcity^ his, as to be fb diftraftedly in 
love with him, as he has the vanity to 
boaft, and your companion and fuf>- 
pofed^^ friend, mifs Mabel, reports you . 
are : — if his dcfigns upon you are' 
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fuch 2S tfacj OL^Xt ID be, IK 2& 2:i:X^ 

afhamed to confrfs thrj arc io^ 2Qfi 
the lady I jufl: mcnnoned, vbi^rrs it 
in all oompamcs, tiizt a xazmags wiin 
you is of all riirr^ in i^ -srDrli i^ 
fartheft fram his fbmghts. — He pls.;-^ 
ly fays, that he bar niSfs lenrn T:)ii, 
'till your brodicrs come to tovn, an:^ 
will then find fenc pretfoir i© hrcsk 
entirely with yoo, — psrli^ps, on the 
fcore of fbitunc ; bd of thsi I zm not 
pofitivc, — I only rfpsai ibnie parr' of 
thofe unhaodfome cxprrSaas ids en- 
worthy toi^;ue has utTcrrd . 

^ But, madam, 2s I hare ^ren you 

this intelligence, £3 I think it my duty 
' to offer you ftnne advice fcH" ycHir bc- 
' havioiir, in fo nice and cridcai a junc- 
ture. -• — As he threatens to abandon you 
on the arrival of your brothers, I 
:* fliould think, that if you forbid him 

* your prefence, 'till that time, it would 

* not only be a liire touchftone of his 

* affeftion, but alfo be a means of clear- 
' ing your reputation from thofe blemiflics 

it has received on his account. — After 
71. what I have faid, I beiieve it would be 
^ aeedkfs to addj, that the lefs freely youk 
^lOWiyerfc )irith raift Mabel, the lels yoiii- 

* will fuffer, both in the judgment of thcr 
Vol. !!• E ' worKl,5, 
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* world, and your own future peace 

* mind. 



* Slight not this counfel, beeaufe given 
« behind the curtain, but be aflSired it 
* comes from one, who is, 

? With the fincereft attachment, 

* Madam, 

* Your moft humble, 

* Though concealed fervant. 





1 



If mifs Betfy had received this letter a 
very fmall time before Ihe did, it might 
probably have wJrought on her all the J 
efieft it was intended for ; but flie had ^ 
fcarce read it half through, before the 
lucky difcovery of mifs Flora's— bafenefs, 
fo feafonably made to her by mr. Saving, 
came frefti into her mind,- and fhe was at 
no lofs to gucfs at the malicious purpofe, 
and the author of it, though wrote in a 
hand altogether a ftranger to her. 

She doubted not but it was a trick -of 
mifs Flora's, to caufe a ieparation betwcea^ 
^^cr and nir. Trueworth ; but the moti^^ 
^Mirhich had inftigated her to do this> ?W^fe 
^not in her power to conceive. r • f 
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*' Revenge for her difappointed ex- 
*' peftations," faidlheto herfelf, "might 
*' make her take the fteps fhe did, on 
*' mn Saving's account ; but what has 
" mr. Trueworth done to her ? — He 
" never pretended love to her, • — he 
*^ neither flattered, or deceived her vanity, 
— it mull be therefore only a tvicked 
propenfity, — an envious, — unfocial 
" ^ifpofition, — a love of mifchief im- 
planted in her nature, and uncorrefted 
by reafon or principle, that has induced 
her to be guilty ot this poor, — low, 
enervate Ipight 5 but I am refolved to 
" mortify it." 

She was not long confidering in what 
manner fhe fhould proceed, to do as fhe 
had faid, and, I believe the reader will 
acknowledge, fhe hit upon one, as efFeftual 
for -that end as could have been con- 









She appeared extrqinely gay the whole 
time of dinner, and as foon as it was over, 
*' I. will prefent you with a defert, fir,** 
J&id fhe to nyr. GoocJman ; " Fll fhew 
*V ypu what |:t^ins has been taken to break 
^,%c)|r my *«M5quaintance with mr. True- 
1^ .Ifcwrth, by fbme wretch, who either 
ics me the honour of his afFeftions, 

E a " or 




76 Vy&^ HISTORY of 

*' or him the place they imagine he has 
'* in mine ; but, I befeech you, read it," 
continued ihe, " and I will appeal to 
*' you, lady Meliafin, and mifs Flora, 
^* if ever there was a more ftupid plot." 

** Stupid enough, indeed," cried the, 
honeft merchant, as foon as he had done 
reading, "but it is yet more bafe. — I am 
*' glad, however," continued he, '' to 
*' find your good fenfe prevents you from 
*' being impofed upon by fuch artifices." 
— " This is fo Ihallow a one,'' anfwered 
^e, '* that a very fmall fhare of under^ 
{landing might fcrve to defend any 
one from being deceived by it. —I 
pity the weajknefs, while I delpife the 
balenefs of fuch mean incendiaries j — • 
mr, Trueworth, however, will fare 
the better for this attempt againft 
him ; '■ — 1 will now make no fcruple 
of preferring him to all mankind be?* 
fides, — ^nd perhaps, when my bro- 
thers arrive, Ihall confept to cy^iy 
thing he ^efir^s,'* 

Lady Meliafin could not help appl^udr 
ing the Ipirit and refolution fhe fhewed 
pn this Qccafion, and mr. Goodman w^ 
^uite charmed with it; and both pfthecp 
joined in the fevereft: exclamations agaiiilt 
the folly and wicjcednefs of the lettl|r. 



\ 
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writer -, but mifs Flora faid little, and as 
foon as llie could quit the table with de- 
cency, went up into her chamber, faying, 
ftie had a piece of work in hand, which 
fhe was in hafte to finilh. 

If mifs Betfy had wanted any confir- 
mation of the truth of her fufpicions, the 
looks of mifs Flora, during this whole 
difcourfe, would have removed all doubt 
in her, and the opportunity of venting 
the .fpleen Ihe had lo juftly conceived 
againft her, without feeming to do fo, 
gave her a moft exquifite latisfaifHon. 

CHAP. VIL 

Is the better for being Jhort^ 

Vf ISS Flora retired to her chamber, 
indeed, not to employ herfelf in the 
manner fhe pretended, but to give a 
loole to paflions more inordinate and out-^ 
rageous, than it would naturally be be- 
lieved could have taken pofleffion of lb 
^young a heart. 

it is now high time to let the 

fee into the fecret fprings, which 

wicked wit in motion, and in- 

E 3 duced 




78 The HISTORY vf 

duced her to aft in the manner Ihe had 
don( 



Through the whole courfe^of the pre- 
ceding pages, many hints have, been givenj 
that the incUn^ti^ of this ygung lady- 
were far from bem&iUnblameable, and it 
will not feem ftran^e,;; that a perfon of 
the difpofition fhe has ajl along teftified, 
Ihould envy and malign thofe charms fhe 
every day faw fo much extolled,^ and pre- 
ferred above her own ; but we do not 
ordinarily f?nd one, who all gay and free, 
like her, and who various times, and 
for various objedis, had experienced thofe 
emotions which we call love, ftiould, all 
at once, be infpired with a paffion no 
lefs ferious, than it was violent, for a 
' perfon, who"never made the leaft. addrefles 

to her on that account. 

♦ 

Yet fo in efFed it ^as : — mr. Trtie- 
worth had been but a very few times in 
her conipany, before fhe began to enter- 
tain defires for her fair friend. — When- 
ever fhe had an opportunity of fpeaking 
to hiih alone, fhe made him many ad- 
vances, which he either did not, or would 
not interpret in the fenfe ftie meant them. 
— This coldnefs, inflead of abating, but 
the more inflamed her wifhes, and lool^ 
ing on the paffion he had for mifs Bet^t. 
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as the only impediment to the gratifica- 
tion of her inclinations, (he curft his con- 
ftancy, and the beauties which excited it. 
T—So true is that pbfervation of inr. 
Dryden, 

r 

*' Love ! various minds docs varioufly 

* infpire ; 

* He ftirs in gentle natures gentle fires, 

* Like that of incenfe on the altar laid j 

* But raging flames tempeftuous fouls 

' ' invade. 

* A fire which evVy windy paflicn 

* blows, 

* With pride it mounts, and with re- 

' venge 'it glows/ 

Mifs Flora was not or a temper, either 

to bear this pangs of hopelefs love^ in fi- 

* ntjgrief,. or to give way too reaciily to 

ipaMf^In ipite of the indifference fhe 

iUA^TOrfelf treated with by mir. True- * 

rorth, fhe was not without hope, that if 

-J could by any means occafion a difunion 

wfteji Ivm and mifs Betfy, he would 

^ ^ brought to caft his eyes on her, 

. return her flan>e with fome degree of 

•icy. 

for this end flie had taken fo 
jis in endeavouring to perfwade 
^ cither to write, or fufFer her 

E4 to 
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to go, to mr. Staple, in order, as (he 
pretended, to undeceive that gentleman 
in his opinion, that fhe was in love with 
mr. Trueworth ; but her intentions, in 
reality, were to make him believe, that 
he himfelf was the favoured perfon, and 
had much the advantage over his rival 
in the affeftions of his miftrefs. — This 
Ihe doubted not would make him quit 
his refolution of going into the country, 
and encourage him to renew his court- 
fhip with the fame fervency as ever. — 
The pride Ihe knew mifs Betfy took ih a 
multiplicity of lovers, and thfe equality 
with which Ike had carried herfelf be- 
tween him and mr. Trueworth, and which 
probably fhe would continue, feemed to 
afford her a fair profpeft of giving mr. 
Trueworth fo much caufe of difCoritent, as 
to make him - break off with a woJi^n, 
who after what had pafled mkiNtoj^ dif- 
tinftion between him and the penon he 
had twice vanquiflied in the field. — She 
knew it would, at ieafl, create a good 
deal of perplexity among them, arid de- 
lay, if not totally prevent, the comple- 
tion of what fhe fo much dreaded. 

But this fcheme being rendered abor- 
tive, by the feafonable difcovery ' mifs / 
Betfy had made of her perfidioufnefs, fh«r 
fet her wits to work for fome other titifij, 

V invcn?ii 
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iavention, and believing that mifs Betfy's 
pride would immediately take fire on the 
leaft fufpicion of any infult being offered^ 
cither to her beauty or reputation, pro- 
cured an agent to write the above inferted 
letter ; — the efFeft of which has been al- 
ready ihewn. 

This difappointment . was the more 
grievous to her, as fhe had fo little ex- 
pedted it : — *fhe broke the flicks of her^ 
fan, tore every thing that came in her 
way, — flew about the room, like a prin- 
cefs in a tragedy v — wanting the means: 
of venting the rage flie was poflefled of 
ia great things, Ihe exercifecl it in fmall. 
•r- A fine petticoat of mifs Betfy^s hap- 
pening to hang on the back of a chair,, 
flie threw a flandifli of ink upon it, as if 
by accident v and it is no breach of cha- 
rity ^*^ K^iiaye^ would have ferved the 
owne nuch worfe manner, if her 

power had been equal to her will, and flie 
could have done it without danger to herfelf.. 

Tp Jod to the fury and diftraftion of 
her mmd, continuing ftill in her cham^ 
ber, and happening to be pretty near the 
window, flie faw mils Betfy, mifs Mabel, 
ai^djonir:. True worth pafs by in a landau, 
*^^ figtiitleman having, it feems, invited 
^l^es on a party of plcafure : — 
^^' E5 •^You 
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" You ftiall not long enjoy this fatis- 
" fadion," cried fhe to herfelf, « if it be 
" in human wit to feparate you ;'* — ^but 
at this fight, the turbulent paflionis of her 
Ibul becoming more outrageous^ " O may 
*^ the machine that conveys you be 
" thrown from off its wheels !** purfued 
Ihe : " May the wine you drink be poi- 
" foried 1 — May the firft morfel you at- 
•' tertipt to fwallow, miftakc its way, and 
*< (choak you in the t)affag(e!'* . 

^ Thiis did fhe J-avfe, not like one pof- 
fefled with feven, but feven thoufand 
fiends, and had perhaps remained in this 
wild way till her brain had been afefo- 
lutely turned, if lady Mellafin, having 
a great deal of company, had not pofi- 
tively commanded her to come down, 
after having fent feveral times in ^lore 
mild terms, to let her kn6w 1!i|M|friends 
were there. ^^W 

It was fome days before the imhappy, 
and more wicked, mifs Flora, cdpd re- 
colleft her fcattered fenfes, en(^h for 
tlie contrivance of any further mifchief*, 
but thofe evil fpirits, to which fhe had 
yielded but too much the mafl:ery of her 
heart, and all its faculties, at length irf- 
^4^ IpirecJ her with, and enabled her in life 
execution ofi a defign of the moftHwri»4 

TKm 
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rpus kind, and which, for a time, Ihe 
faw fuccefsful, even to her moft ianguine 
expeditions. 

But while fhe was [ruminating on pro- 
]tEtSy which had neither virtue nor gene- 
rpfity for their patrons, mifs Betfy paffed 
her days in that chearfulnefs which is the 
conflant companion of uncorrupted in- 
nocence, and a mind uninfluenced by any 
tempeftuous paflions ; -?^ but as it is na- 
tural, even to the fweeteil tempersy to 
take pleafiire in the mortification of thofe 
i^o have endeavoured to injure us with- 
Qut caxj^ given on our parts, fhe could 
not forbear being highly diverted to fee. 
the pains mifs Flora took to conceal the 
iaw^rd difturbaace of her foul : — the 
ankward excufes (he made, for the da- 
mage done her ppttiqpat, g^ye her more 
fatisfadtion, than fhe could nave felt vexa- 
tion f^ the fpoiling • the beft thing fhs 
had in tjie world. 

Mils Mabel, to whom mifs Betfy had 
imparted the whole of this affair, was not 
at all furprifed at that part of the letter 
^K^iich related to herielf, as fhe had often 
been informed, by feveral of her acquain- 
liijie^ of the character given of her by 
i^Salkious girl •, but neither of thefe 
ijp'; E 6 young 
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young ladies could be able to imagine, 
as they fufpeded not lier paffion for mr,. 
Trueworth, from what fource this pre-. 
^ tended enmity to him was derived. 

It would certainly have greatly eontri-' 
buted to the happinefs of that gentleman, 
to have known in what manner his mif- 
trefs had rcfented the injuftice had been? 
done him ; but mifs Betfy forbore to itt: 
him into the fecret, as being already fuf • 
ficieQtly convinced of the fmcerity of his 
affeftion, and would not put him to the 
trouble of giving her new proofs of it^ 
by fhewing him the ridiculous acculation^ 
;anonymoufly formed againft himu 



CHAP. VIII. 

Contains fome incidents which will Be, 
found equally inter ejting and enter' 
tainingy or the author is ^oery^ muck 
mijlaken^ 

TLf R. Trueworth had all the reafbn itna-* 

ginable from the whole deportment 

of mifi Betfy towards him, to believe th^ 

^.^ there wanted little more for the cpneii^ 

%'' Jioa of his marriage .widi her,, than. ^: 
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arrival of her two brothers •, fhe had often 
told him, whenever he preffed her oa 
that fcore, that Ihe would give no defini-, 
tive anfwer, till (he had received the ad- 
vice; and approbation of the elder mr.. 
Thoughtlefs, 

That gentleman was now expeded in 
a few days, and mr. Francis Thoughtlefs 
having intelligence of his being on his^ 
return, was alfo preparing to leave 
Lr— — e, in order to meet him on his 
firll arrival in London ; but during this 
fliort fpace of time, fome events fell out,, 
which put a great damp on the gaiety 
of thofe, who had with fo much impa- 
tience wifhed for their approach. 

^ Mr. Trucprcnth had an aunt, who be-^ 
fides being the neareft relation he had 
living, and the only one in London, was 
extremely refpeAed by him, on account 
of her great prudence,, exemplary virtue,, 
and ^he teiider a^fedtion fhe had always 
tefliikWfor him'. — This good lady 
thought herfelf hound by duty, as flie 
was led by love, ta make a thorough en- 
quiry into the charafter of the young per- 
ifffi her nephew was about to many: 
$ie was acquainted with many itho 
,been in company with mifs Betfy,^ 
?je|c'witneflea of her behaviour j -^^ 
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• fhe afked the opinion of thofe among 
them, whom fhe looked upon as- the moft 
candid, concerning the match now on the 
carpet, and was extremely troubled to 
find their anfwers fuch, as were no way- 
conformable to the idea mr. Trueworth 
had endeavoured to infpire her with of 
his miftrefs's perfeftions : — they all, in- 

- deed, agreed that Ihe was haadfome, — ^ 
well-fhaped, * — gentee!, — • had a great 
deal of wit, vivacity, and good-humour ^ 
but (hook their heads when any of thofe 
requifites to make the marriage-ftate agree- 
^le were mentioned. 

Poor tnift Betfy, ^ the reader lias had 
but too much opporttinity to obferve, 
was far from fetting forth to 3ny advan- 
tage, the real good qualities <he was pol% 
fcfledof: — ^ on the contrary, tjie^ levity 
of her conduct ratl^er disfigured the na^ 
tivfe innocence dP hef mind, ^nd the pu- 
rity* of her mteritibns ; fo that, according 
to the poet„ ir ,• 

^ All faw her Ipots, bUt few her br%)it- 
"* ' « nefe took.* " 

The old lady riot being able to hear 
^ an^ thing concerning hef intended niecr> 
but what was greatly to her di!flfa^isfa6tiofti 
^tira$ continuaSy remonfttating to n^ ' 
^ ^ *, Trucwortlii^ 
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Trueworth, that the want of folidity in 
a wife wa^ one of the worft misfortunes 
that could attend a marriage-ftate •, — 
that the external beauties of the perfon 
ccmld not atone for the internal 'defefts of 
the mind ; — that a too great gaiety du 
coeur, frequently led women into errors 
without their defigning to be guilty of 
them ; and conjured him to confider well 
before the irrevocable words, * I take 
* you for better and for worfe,* were paft, 
how ill it would fuit, either with his ho- 
nour, or his peace of mind, if fhe whom 
he now wiftied to make his partner for 
life fhould, aft^r fhe became lb, behave 
in the fame manner Ihe now did. 

R^j. Trueworth liftened to what Ihe 
^d, with all'the attention fhe could de- 
fire, but^was to6 paffionately in love to be 
much influenced by it : --* not that he 
did not iee%there were fohie miftakes in 
the (jpnduft of mifs Betfy, which he could 
wifh reformed, yet he. could not look 
up^ff'tWm as fo dangerous to her virtue 
and reputation, a?id therefore omitted no 
arguments^ whif h he thought might jufti- 
fy his choice, and clear the accufed fair 
one from all blame, in the eyes of a per- 
.ion, whofe approbation he was very w- 
^of obtaining. 
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The warmth with which he fpake^ 
convinced his aunt^ that to oppofe his in-^ 
dinations in this point was only warring, 
with the winds, Ihe defifted from fpeak- 
ing any more againft the marriage,^ and 
contented herfelt with telhng him, that 
fince he was bent on making mifs Betfy 
his wife, fhe Ihould be glad if,, at lead,, 
he would remove her into the country^, 
and prevent her returning to this town 
as long as poflible* 

This laft counfel had a great deal of 
weight with mr, Trueworth ; — he had 
often wifhed in his heart,* when feeing, 
her, as he often did, encompafled with a 
crowd of fiich^ whom his good undecr 
ftanding made him delpife,- *that if^veif 
he became her hufband, k might be in 
his power to prevail on^Jier, to break off 
acquaintance with the greateft part of 
thofe fhe at prefent converfed* with j and 
how being admitted to .entertain her Vith 
more freedom and ferioufnefs thUh ^per,, 
he refolved to found her fentiments on 
that fcore, and try to difcover how far 
fhe could reiifli the retirements of a coun- 
try life. 

* Accprdingly, the next vifi't hemade to,.' 
ten he began to reprefent* in the •moft.', : 

pathcorp: ; 






Mifs Bet^y Thoughtless. 89 

pathetic terms he was able, the true feli- 
city that two people, who loved each 
other, might enjoy when remote from the 
noife and interruption of a throng of giddy 
vifitors. — *' The deity of foft defires,*' 
faid he, *' flies the conflifed glare of pomp 
" and public ftiews •, — 'tis in the fhady 
" bowers, . or on the banks of a fweet 
" purling flxeam, he fpreads his downy 
** wings, and wafts ten thoufand name- 
" lefs pleafures on the fond, — the inno- 
" cent, — ; and the happy pair.'* 

He was going on, but Ihe* interrupted 
him with a loud laugh ;^—*' Hold, — • 
" hold," cried fhe, '' was there ever fuch 
" a romantic' defcription ? — I wonder 
" how fuch filly ideas come into youf 
"* head ? — Shady bowers ! and purling 
♦* ftrcams !-— Heavens, how infipid ! — 
*f Well;" continued, fhe, " you may be 
♦' the Strephon of the woods, if you 
" think, fit-, hiujt vl ihall .never envy 
the happiriefs of the Cloe that accom- 
panies, ryou in tlicfe fine recefles. — ^ 
What!, to be cooped up: like a tame 
<^ dovcv only to coo, -^ and bill, — and 
*' breejd ? V- O, it would be a delicious 
«,Ufe indeed.!?*. 

yJIxuSfoxih now. perceived, to hit 
ill vexation,' the late ferioufncls he 

had 
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had obfcrved in mife Betfy, and which 
had given him fo much fatisfaftion, was 
no more than a fhortrlived interval, — a 
fudden ftart of reafon and rccoUeftion 
fbon diflipated, and that her temper, in 
reahty, was ftill as light, as wild, and as 
inconfidcrate as ever. — ? The ridicule with 
which fhe treated what he faid, did not, 
however, hinder him from proceeding in 
'the praife of a country life ; but happen- 
ing to fay, that innocence could no where 
elfe be fo fecure, ^fhe prefently took up 
the word, and. with a difdainful air re- 
-plvtdy that innocence in any one, but an 
ideot, might be fecure in any place ; to 
which he retorted, that reafon was at 
femetimes abfent, even ih thofe who had 
tiie greateft &are of it. ^t others. ■- 

Many finart r€5)artecs. paSeid bctwceft 
thfem on this fubjefl:,^ in moft b£ which 
mifs Betfy had tte better ; but mr. True- 
worth, not. willing to give up the' point, 
reminded her that Solomon, the moft luxu- 
riant, and withal the wifeft of men, pro- 
nounced, that all the gaieties and magni- 
ficence of the earth were vanity and vexa- 
tion of i^irit. -— '' He did fo,** replied 
fhe, with a fcornful fmile ; ** but it was^ 
" not till he had enjoyed them all, aod: 
^' was grown paft the powCT of enjo " 
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" yet further : — when I am lb, *tis pof- 
" fible I rtiay fay the fame/' 

Mr. -Trueworth finding flie was pretty 
much ftung at fome things he had faid, 
tnd confcious that in this difcourfe he 
had in fome meafure forgot the refpeit 
due frorn a lover to his miftrefs, would 
not purfue the topic any farther, but, as 
artfully as he could, turned the conver- 
fation on things more agreeable to mifs 
Betfy's way of thinking : — he could not, 
however, after they had parted, fortear 
ruminating on the contempt fhe had 
Ihewn of a country life, and was not fo 
eafy as the fubmiflivenefs of hispallion 
made him afFed to be, on taking leave. 
This was, however', a matter of flight 
moment 'to him, when compared with 
what foon after enfued. 

1 believe, that from the laft letter of 
mifs Forward to mifs Betfy, the reader 
may" fo^ed: it was not by a kinfman flie 
Mis maintained ; but it is proper to b6 
iffere particular on that affair, and ftiew 
h$w that unfortunate creature, finding- 
hcifelf utterly . difcarded by her father, 
C^ rf)andoned to the utmoft diftreffes, 
1^^ of die offer made her by a rich 
iiarchant, of five guineas a week to 
tniftrefs. 

But 
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But as few women, who have once loft 
the fenfe of honour, ever recover k again, 
but, on the contrary, endeavour to ibfe 
all fenfe of fliame alfo, devote themfelves 
to vice, and aft whatever intereft or in- 
* clination prompts them to ; mifs For- 
ward could not content herfelf with the 
embraces, nor allowance of her keeper, 
but received both the prefents and careffes 
of as many as Ihe had charms to attraft. 

Sir Bazil Loveit was a great favourite 
with her, and if among fuch a plurality one 
might be faid to have the preference, it 
was. he : — this young baronet had been 
intimately acquainted with mr. Trueworth 
abroad; — they had travelled together 
through the greateft part of Italy, and 
had been feparated only by ,mr. True- 
worth's being called home, on account 4)f 
Tome family affair. — Sir Bazil being but 
lately arrived, they had not feer^ each 
other fince, 'till meeting by accident in 
a coffee-houfe, they rehewed their former 
friendfhip. — After the ufual compliments, 
mr. Trueworth propofed pafling the even- 
ing together : to which fir Bazil replied, 
that he Ihould be glad of the opportunity, 
but was engaged to fup with a lady j but, 
faid he, after a paufe, *tis wicre I can'te^ 
free, and you Ihall :gQ Ayith me. — - Y^\ 

whii^tl 
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which the other having . confented, fir 
Bazil told hixn, as they were going towards 
the houfe, that there would be no occa- 
fion to ufe much ceremony ; for it was 
only to a lady of pleafure he was conduft- 
ing him ; but added, that fhe was a fine 
girl, — feemed to have been well brought 
up, — had been but lately come upon the 
town, and behaved with more modefty 
than moft of her profeflion. 

Mr. Trueworth had never any , great 
relifh for the converlation of thefe fort of 
women, much lefs now, when his whole 
heart was taken up with an honourable 
paflion for a perfon, who, in fpite of the 
little errors of her conduft, he thought 
deferving of his affe^^ions ; yet as he had 
given his promife, he imagined, that to 
go back would be too precife, and fubjeft 
him to the raillery of his lefs fcrupulous 
fricrfd, 

« 

Mil^ Forward, for it was flie to whom 
this vifit was made, received them in a 
manner, which jiiftified the character fir 
Bazil had given of her. — There was, 
however, a certain air of libertinifm, both 
in her looks and geftures, which would < | 
haive convinced mr, Trueworth, if he bad ' "^ 
been tojd fo before, that flie was one 

ll^ipfe unhappy creatures, who make 

trafiie 
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traffic of their beauty. The gentlemen 
had not been there above a quarter of an 
hour, before a maid-fervant came into 
the room, and told mifs Forward, that 
a young lady, who faid her name was 
Thoughtlefs, was at the door in a chair, 
and defired to fee her ; — " O my dear 
*' mifs Betfy Thoughtlefs,** cried Ihe, 
" defireher to walk, up immediately/'— 
" This is lucky,*' faid fir BazU, " I 
*' wanted a companion for my friend, — 
*' now each man will have his bird.'* — 
" Hufh," cried mifs Forward, " I can 
" afTure you fhe is virtuous, — take care 
*' what you fay," 

Mr. Trucworth was fo much alarmed 
at hearing the name of mifs Betfy, that 
being retired to a window, in order to 
recover himfelf from the confufion , he 
was in, that he heard npt what mifs For- 
ward had faid to fir Bazil : — mifs Betfy 
prefently entering the room, mifs For- 
ward ran to embrace her, faying, " My 
" (dear mifs Betfy, how glad am I to fee 
" you !**— To which the other returnedf 
*' My dear mifs Forward, how afhamed 
am I to have been fo long abfent ! -^ 
but one fpolilh thing or other has ftill 
prevented my coming,*' > 
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Sir Bazil then faluted her with a great 

deal of politenefs,- though with lels re- 

ipeft than doubtlels he would have done^ 

Md he feen her in any other place, -^ 

Mr. Trueworth, who by this time had re- 

folved in what manner he Ihould a6t, 

iiow turned, and advanced towards the * 

company," —^mifs Betfy on feeing hini, 

cried out, in fome furprife, *< Mr. True- 

" worth ! good God ! who thought of 

" finding you here ?" — " You did not, 

" madam, I dare aniwer," replied he, 

with a very grave air, " and I as little 

" expected the honour of meeting you 

" here.'* — O, yop are acquainted then, 

-&id lir Bazil, laughing, *' this i» merry 

f' enough, — I find we are all right." 

Mr, Trueworth made no direft anfwer 
-to this, but endeavoured to affume a gaiety 
confornfiable to that of the company he 
was in : — after fome little time being 
paft in difcourfe on ordinary affairs, mifs 
FoFward took mifs Betfy into the next 
room to return the money Ihe had been 
fo kind to lend her at mrs.i^Nightfhade's, 
and told her, fhe had much to fay to her, 
:bitt JobuM not be So rude to leave the gen- \ 
fdbmai for any long time. —While they 
^abfent, which indeed was not above . 
minute, ^* This is a deliciovfegirl/* 

faid 
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faid fir Bazil to mr. Trueworth, " i'faith 
'' Charles, you will have the beft of the 
" market to-night/' — What reply mr, 
Trueworth would have made is uncertain, 
— the ladies returned that inftant, and 
the converfation became extremely Ipright- 
ly, though, on fir Bazil's part, fome- 
times interfperfed with expreflions not al- 
together confiftent with that decorum, he 
would have- obferved towards women of 
reputation, 

Mifs Betfy, far from thinking any ill 
herfelf, took every thing as well meant, 
and replied to whatever was uXered by 
this ,^gay young gentleman, with a free- 
dom, which, to thofe who knew her hot 
perfeftly, might juftly rend^^r her liable 
to cenfure. — Mr. Trueworth would fain 
have taken fome lhare,<if poflTible, in this 
-converfation, in order to conceal the per- 
plexity of his thoughts, but all his en- 
deavours were inefteftual, and though his 
.words were fometimes gay, the tone with 
which he fpok;.e them plainly fliewed, 
that his heart was very far from, corre- 
fponding with his expreflions. 

Sir Bazil having ordered a hznd&adt 
fupper, mifs .Betfy ftayed till it was oyier^ 
and then rofe up, and took her leajjti 
faying, flie was obliged to go home, jewl 

yftm 
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•^rrite fome letters. — As none of them 
had any equipage there, a hackney coach 
was ordered to be called, and mr. True- 
worth offering to accompany her, fir Ba- 
zil, on waiting on them down flairs, faid 
to him fome merry things on the occa- 
lion, which, though mifs Betfy did not 
comprehend, her lover underftood the 
meaning of but too well for his peace of 
mind. 



CHAP. IX. 

Is yet more interejiing than the former. 

A NY one may judge what a heart, pof- 
ftfied of fo fmcere and honourable a 
flame, as that of mr. Trueworth*s, mufl 
feel, to fee the beloved object fo intimate 
with a common proflitute ; it fhall fuf- 
fice therefore to fay, that his anxieties 
were fuch as prevented him from being 
able to recover himfelf enough to fpeak 
to mifs Betfy on that fubjedt, as he would 
do J he forbore mentioning it at all, and 
faid very little to her on any other, while 
they ^ere in the coach, and having feen 
hpli fafe into mr. Goodman's houfe, took 
.ligjiJeave, and went home, where he paf- 
tt.!!. F fed 
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fed a night of more vexation than he ever 
had before experienced. 

Fain would he have found fome cxcufe 
for mifs Betfy*s conduft in this point, — 
fain would he have believed her innocent 
as flie was lovely, but could not tell how 
to conceive there was a poffibility for 
true virtue to take delight in the com- 
pany of vice ; but were ther^ even fuch a 
thing in nature, the fhew of incouraging 
an infamous adion, he knew not how to 
brook in a woman he intended to make 
his wife. 

He now acknowledged the jufticc of 
bis aunt's remonftrances ; and by what 
che levity of mife B^tfy made him at pre- 
fent endure, forefaw what his honour and 
his peace of mind muft hereafter continu- 
ally endure, if he fhould once become a 
hulband :— never were thoughts fo di- 
vided, — fo fludluating as his; — his good 
underftanding, and jealoufy of honour, 
convinced him, there couM be no lafting 
happinefs with a perfon of mifc Betfy*s 
temper ; but then the paffion hg had for ' 
her, flattered him with the hdpes, that as . 
all the faults Ihe was guilty ofi fprung 
rather from want of confideration tluui 
defign, fhe might be reafoncd put 
them, when once he had g^ed & IE 
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upon her afFedions, as to find he might 
take the liberty of painting them to her 
in their proper colours. 

He often aflced himfelf the queftion, 
whether he could be able to break with 
her or hot ; and finding by the pangs, 
which the every idea of an utter leparar 
tion inflided on him, that he could not, 
had no other meafures to take than to 
fubmit with patience, — to appear fatijsfy- 
ed with every thing that pleafed her, and 
to contrive all the methods he ^ could, 
without her perceiving he did fo, of fteal- 
ing, by gentle degrees, into her mind, a 
difirelifh of fuch things as >yerc unbecoming 
in her. 

He had but juft rofe from a bed, 
which that night had afforded him but 
Httle repofe, when he was told fir Bazil 
Lovit, to whom he had given his direc- 
tions the day before, was come to wait 
upon him. — Mr. Trueworth was very 
glad of it, being impatient to undeceive 
him in the opinion he found he had en- 
tertained of mifs Betfy. -— They had not 
bem Acee minutes together before the 
o(fe# iglt^e him an opporamity, by fome 
fl^^^p^ interrogatories concerning the 
IS of the paft night, and ^mong 
after looking round the room, 
F 2 aflked 
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aiked him, how he had difpofed of his 
♦^••'^tty Betfy ? To all which mr. True- 
^H replied, with a very ferious air, 
; Bazil, though I muft own there 
X. many appearances to juftify your 
miftake, yetj I hope, my word and 
*' honour will out-balance them. — I do 
** affure you, fir, that lady, whom you 
** think ahd fpeak fo lightly of, is a wo- 
*' man of fortune, family, and reputa- 
** tion.*' — " I am forry then," faid fir 
** Bazil, very much furprifed, " I treated 
*' her in the manner I did. — My Nancy, 
*' indeed," continued he, meaning mifs 
Forward, " told me fhc was virtuous, 
•' but I did not regard what flie faid on 
** that fcore ; —^ I know it is a trick 
** among them to fet off- one another, to 
*^ draw in us men : -i— but prithee, dear 
*' Charles, are you in earneft ?" — Mr. 
Trueworth then, after having made a fe- 
cond afleveration that he was fincere ia 
what he faid, proceeded to give him fome 
account of mifs Betfy*s family, circum- 
ftances, and manner of life ; adding, 
that nothing could be more furprifing to 
him, than to have met her in that place •, 
*« but," faid he, " Ihcixnuft: certainly be 
*' unacquainted with the *chara<5ter oi the 
J^ woman fhe came, to vifit." 
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** Such a thing might poffibly happen,** 
replied fir Bazil, " and I think you would 
** do well to give her a hint of it.** — ^sjfc 
" Doubtlefs,** cried the other, " I afflw 
*' doubly bound fo to do, firft by my 
'*' own honour, and next by the friend- 
•*' fliip I have for fome of her kindred.** 
— No farther difcourfe pafled between 
them on this fcore, and the remaining 
time they were together being , taken up 
on matters altogether foreign to the bu- 
finefs of this hiftory, there is no occafion 
for makmg any mention of it. 

Sir Bazil ftayed fo long, that when he 
had taken his leave, it was too late for 
mr. Trucwortlv to make a morning vifit 
to mifs Betfy, as he intended to have 
doncj fo was obliged to defer it till the 
afternoon, though fince his firft acquain- 
tance with her, he never had felt more 
impatience to fee her. 

As he had much in his . head to fay 
to her, on the^ fubjedt of the preceding 
day, 'he went as foon as he thought din- 
ner was entirely over at mr. Good- 
man's, in order to have an opportunity 
,of talking with her, before any other , 
lidinpany came in : — fhe was then in her 
ber dreffing, but he wilted not long 

F 3 before 




^-^^.,S<^. 



1Q2 rbeHlSTOKYof 

before fhe came down, and appeared 
more lovely and dazzling in his €yes 
than ever. — This happened to be the 
firft day of her putting on a very rich, 
and extremely well-fancied gown, and 
either becaufe it was more becoming than 
any of thofe he had feen her in before, 
or becaufe of the pleafure ladies of her 
age and humoui; generalfy feel on fuch 
occafions, a more than ufual brightnefs 
flione in her eyes, and was difFufed thrpugh 
all her air ; and after having made her 
fome compliments on the elegance of her 
tafte in drefs, *' I fuppofe, madam,** m^ 
he, " thus fet forth, and equipped for 
.«« conqueft, you do not mean to flay at 
•< home this evening.** — " No, indeed,^*, 
replied fhe, " I am told there is a new 
' <« tragedy to be ajfted to-night at Lin- 
** coln*s-Inn-Fields, and I would not for 
** the world mifs the firft night of a new 
play.' 
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On this nu-. Trueworth afked if he 
might have leave to wait upon her there? 
i*-With all my heart,** anfwered fhe, 
.*' none of the gentlemen of my acquain- 
/« tance know any thing of my going, 
•< fo could not offer to gallant me, and 
«' there is only one lady goes with me.** 
— " Mifs Mabel, I guefs,** cried mn. 
Trueworth. •— No,** anfwered mifsB^fy, 
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*' flie is engaged to the other houfe to- 
*' night, fo I fent to defire the favour of 
** that lady, you faw me with laft night, 
** to give me her company.** 

" You will have more if you have 
" her's, I doubt not,** faid.he ; " but 
*' fure, hiadam, you cannot think of be- 
** ing feen with a woman of her fame, 
" in a place fo public- as the playhoufe.*^ 
— - Mifs Betfy was aftoniftied to hear him 
fpeak in this manner, and demanded of 
him, in fomewhat of a haughty tone, 
what it was he meaned ? " Firft, ma- 
•* dam,** refumed mn Trueworth, ** give 
** me leave to alk you, how long fince, 
** and by what accident, your intimacy 
** with this woman commenced?** — 
•* Though your interrogatories,** replied 
Ihe, " are made in fuch a fifhion, as 
" might well excufe me from anfwering 
" them, yet for once I may give you 
" the fatj^fadbion you defire : — mifs For- 
** ward and I were together at the board-' 
*' ing-fchool, — we mutually took a lik-- 
" ing to each other, I believe from, a pa- 
" rity of humours and inclinations, and 
" fince her coming to London have re- 
*.* aewed that friehdfliip we began in our 
? more tender years.** 

F4 f<Friend-r 
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*•• Friendfliips begun in childhood, 
^« madam,** anfwered he, with a very 
grave air, '^ ought to be continued or 
broke off, according ^s the parties per- 
fevere in innocence, or degenerate into 
vice and infamy. — Tliis caution ought 
to be more peculiarly obferved in per- 
fons of your fex, as reputation in you 
*' once loft, is never to be retrieved. — 
*' Remember, madam, what your favou- 
*' rite author mr. Rowe fays on tjiis oc- 
*' cafion : 

** In vain with tears the lofs flie may 

" deplore, 
*' In vain look back to what fhe was 

" before, 
«« She fets, like ftars that fall, to rife 

** no more. 

Mifs Betfy was fo piqued at theie re- 
monftrances, that fhe had fcarc^patience 
to contain herfelf, 'till he had given over 
faking. " Goodlack," cried fhe, " how 
*> fententious you are grown ! — but, I 
** hope, you have not the infolence to 
*' imagine I am guilty of any thing that 
*' might juftly call my reputation in 
«* queftion ?'* — " No, madam,** replied 
he, " far be it from me to fufpeft you 
^ of any thoughts, but fuch as might Jbe-: 
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*.* come the purity of angels ; — but the 
*^ more bright you arc, the more fliould 
** we lament to fee the native luftre of 
" your mind clouded, and blemilhed by 
♦* the faults of' others. — Permit me, 
^* madam, to tell you, that to continue 
" an intimacy with a woman of mifsFor- 
•* ward's charafter, muft infallibly draw 
** you into inconveniencies, which you 
** want but to forefee to tremble at." 



cc 



If you have the afFeftion for me you 
«* pretend," faid Ihe, haughtily, " and 
*' could forefee the averfion I have to a 
♦' cenforious temper, it is yourfelf would 
*' have caufe to tremble. — I love' mifs 
• **^ Forward, and neither know, nor will 
*' believe, any ill of her. — Whenever I 
** am convinced, that flie is unwprthy of 
•' my friendlhip, it muft be by her own 
*' aftions, not by the report of others.— 
•' Therefore, mr. Truewcrth, if you de- 
*'* fire to continue on good terms with 
me, ^ou muft forbear to interfere with 
what company I keep, nor pretend to 
prefcribe rules for my condu(5l"iJ at 
" leaft till you have more right to do 
« fo." 

• ** I fliall never, madam, prefome to 

^* pl?efcribe," replied he ; ^' but fhall A- 

^ ways think it my duty to advile you, 

F 5 5Mn 
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** in a matter, which fo nearly concerns^ 
" not only yourfelf, but aU who have any 
relation to you, either by blood or af- 
feftion/* — Though thefe words, as 
well as all he had faid on this occadon^ 
were uttered in the moft refpedtful accents^ 
yet mifs Betfy was not able to imagine 
the leaft contradiftion fuited with the 
charafter of a lover, was ofiended beyond . 
all meafure ; • — flie frowned, — rofe l^aftily 
from her chair, — walked about the room 
in a difordcred motion, — told him the 
nature of the acquaintance between them 
did not ayithorife the liberties he took^ — 
that fhe would not bear it, and delired,, 
that he would either leave her, or change 
the converlation to fomewhat more agree* 

Mr. Trueworth, who as yet had faid 
little, in comparifon with what he intend- 
ed to fay on this fubjeft, was fo much 
ihocked at the impoffibility he found of 
engaging her attention, that f#r fome 
time he was incapable of Ipeaking one 
word. — During this paufe, a fervant 
prefented a letter to inifs Betfy r — " O !** 
cried Ihe, as foon as Ihe looked on the 
fuperfcription, *' It is from my dear mifs 
^ Forward;-— I hope nothing has hap-. 
^* pened to prevent her going with me*» 
^* to the play •''—She made this excla-» ^ 

^^maticttf* 
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matioa merely to vex mr. Tfueworth, 
and for that purpofe, alfo^ read the billet 
loud enough for him to ^ar what it con-- 
tained, which was as follows : 

To mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 

** My dear mifs Betfy^ . 
•* OiNCE I received your meflage, I 







;ot a perfon to fecure places for us 
" in the box, fo we need not go tiU fur 
*< o'clock ; but I am quite 
*« you are difengaged mould 
«« would come direftly to 
J« ever^ 

.<* With the moft perfeft amity^ 

" My dear mils Betfy, 

f« Your very much obliged^ it^ 

^ And humble fervanty 



** A. Forward 
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** Bid die meffenger," f^d mifs Betfy 
to the fervant, " tell the lady that I will 
« wait upon her this moment, — and 
" then call me a chair. — I muft comply 
*« with the fummqiis I have juft received/* 
£ud flie, turning to mr. True worth, *' ib 
•|\you muft excufe my leaving you, for 
gl^lwill not ftraiayour complaifance to 
* : F6 ^c^ 
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^« accompany me whei« I am going; 
*« but fhall be glad to fee. you when you 
** are in a better humour.'* 

^* I am ready, madam, to. attend you 
*« any where," faid mr. Trueworth, even 
*' to mifs Forward's, — and will pafs the 
.*' whole evening with you, if you pleafe, 
*« in her apartment ; — but, I befeech 
*• you, do not think of going to the play 
*' with a woman of her clafs^ — do not 
*« expofe yourfelf in a place where fb 
«* many eyes will be upon you : — refleft, 
*' for heaven's fake, what your modefty 
•^ will fufFer, in feeing yourfelf gazed 
*' and pointed at, by thofe to whom flie 
*' fells her favours ; — and refleft yet far- 
*' ther, what they will judge of you.'* 
•— " Yqu grow fcurrilous, fir,^' cried 
Ihe, ready to burft with paffion, " I will 
*' hear no more." — Then running to 
the door, afked if the chair was come,^ 
and being told it was, " Farewell, fir,'* 
faid Ihe, as fhe was going into it, ** when 
*' I want a fpy to mfpedt, or a governor 
** to diredl my adlions, the choice, per- 
** haps, may fall on you.'* 

• Mr. Trueworth, who, at this treatment, 

was not quite mafter of himfelf, retorted, 

with fome warmth, and loud enough tot 

he heard by her,, as the chairmen w«f«( 

V . . carryii^. 
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carrying her to the fteps of the houfe, 
*« The choicie, madam, perhaps, may not 
** be yours . to make." — With thefe 
words he went haftily away, half refolv- 
ing in his ipind never to fee her more. 



CHAP. X. 

Cannot fail of exciting compajjion in 
fome readers^ *^^^S^ ^ ^^y ^^w 
others to laughter. 

T^ H E few remonftrances mifs Betfy 
would vQuchfafe to liften to from 
mr. Trueworth, had a much greater ef- 
feft upon her mind, than her pride, and 
the exceffive homage Ihe expedled from 
her lovers, would fuffer to make fliew of, 
or than he himfelf imagined. — She had 
too much difcernment, heedlefs as Ihe 
was, not to know he was above any little 
malicious inuendos ; but, on the contrary, 
Ivas extremely cautious in regard to the 
charafter of whomfoever he Ipoke 5 — fhe 
feared therefore he had but too good 
grounds for the uneafinefs he exprefled, 
tor her continuing a correfpondence with 
mife Forward ; — Ihe knew that Ihe had 
n "feulty, and could not be affured fhe 
iiot ilill fo s and it was more owing 

" to 
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to her impatience to be afcertained of the 
truth, than to any real rcfentment Ihe 
had conceived againj: mr. Tnieworth^ 
that fhe complied with the invitation 6f 
her now fufpcfted friend, and re- 
folved to put the queftion home to 
her, concerning her prefent manner of 
life, and the means by which (he was 
fupported : — ihe had found her removed 
from the loweft degree of penury and 
wretchednefs into a ftate, equal to what 
Ihe could have htcn miftreis of, had fhe 
been re-eftablifhed in the favour of "her 
father ; and now, for the firft time, be- 
gan to think it ftrange flie fhould be fo, 
from the mere bounty of a diftant rela- 
tion, to whom in her utmoft diftrefs flie 
had never applied^ nor even once men- 
tioned in the recital of hep melancholly 
hiftory : — "I will talk to her," faid 
Ihe to herfelf, * * watch carefully^ not only 
•* the replies flie makes to what I fay, 
*« but alio her very looks, unperceiving 
•' my fufpicions, and if I find the leaft 
•* room to believe what mr. Trueworth 
«« has infinuated, Ihall pity, but will 
** never fee her more." 

In this prudent dilpofition did flie en- 
ter the lodgings of mils Forward, but had 
no opportunity for the execution of her 
purposes — fome company, which flic 

herfelf 
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herfelf thought, by their behaviour, to 
be not of the beft fort, : happening to be 
juft come before her, and departed not 
till it was time to go to the play. — . 
Mifs Betfy was mact than once ^out to 
tell mifs Forward, that fhe had changed 
her mind, and would not go ; l^t her 
complaifance> as having been dig perfon 
who made the firft propofal^ as oftea 
flopped her mouth. 

In fine,^ they went, but the houfe; be-- 
ing very full, and the fellow, who had 
been fent to keep places for diem, go- 
ing fomewhat too late» they were obliged 
to content themfelves with fitting in the 
third row.— This,, at another time, would 
have been a matter of fome mortification 
to mife.Betfy; but in the humour fhe 
now was> to fhcw herfelf was the leaft of 
her care. — Never had fhe entered any 
place of publick enteitainment wuh fb 
Uttle fatisfaftion ; — mr. Trueworth^s 
words ran very much in her mind ; — 
ftie had loft no part of them,, and though 
flie could not bring herfelf to approve of 
the freedom he had taken, yet, in her 
heart> fhe could not forbear confefling, 
that his admonitions teftifyed the moft 
ze^ous and tender care for her reputa- 
tktoi and if given by any one> except a 
iM- . ^ lover. 
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lover, would have demanded more of her 
thanks than her refentment. 

But, alas! thofe ferious conflderiations 
were but of fhort duration : — the brillant 
audience, — the m'ufick, — the moving 
fcenes exhibited on the ftage, and above 
all the gallantries, with which herfelf and 
mifs Forward were treated, by feveral 
gay young gentlemen, who, between the 
afts, prefented them with fruits and fweet- 
meats, foon diffipated all thofe refleftions, 
which it was fo much her intereft to 
have cherifhed, and fhe once more re- 
lapfed into her former felf^ 

Towards the end of the pky, there 
were two rakes of diftinftion, that ftuck 
very clofe to them, and when it was end- 
ed, took the liberty to invite them to fup 
at a tavern ; — mifs Betfy ftarted at the 
motion^' i^it was very well plea;fed to find 
mifs Forward (hewed an equal diflike to 
it. — " Yqu will give us leave then,'* 
*' cried one of the gentlemen, " to guard 
" you fafe 'home, ladies?" — " That I 
*« think, my dear,** faid mifs Forward to 
mifs Betfy, ^« may be granted, for the 
" fake of being protefted from the infults 
^' of thofe, who may know lefs how ta 
^ behave towards, our fex.** 



rt 




*. 






A///} Betsy Thoughtless. 113 

Mifs Betfy making no oppofition, they 
all four went in a hackney coach to mifs 
Forward's lodging, it being agreed upon 
between them, that mifs Betfy Ihould be 
fet down there, and take a chair from 
thence to mr, Goodman's. — Nothing in- 
decent, nor that could be any way fhock- 
ing to the moft ftrift modefty, being of- 
fered during their paffage, on their 
alighting from the coach at mr. Screener's 
door, mifs Forward thought, that to afk 
them to come in wou|d incur no cen- 
fure from her fair friend, as they had be- 
haved with fo much civility and com- 
plaifance j — • accordingly fhe did fo, and 
they, who expefted no lefs, took each 
mto< his lady by the hand, and immedi- 
ately tript up flairs. 

Mifs Betfy did not prefently n^ake any 

offer to go home, becaufe fhe thought it 

would appear very odd in her to leave 

• companion with two flrange gentle- 

;n. . — She little gueffcd the defigns they 

d in their heads, and doubted not but 

/ would foon take leave ; — fhe did 

/however, continue in this miflake 

-nany minutes, for one of them draw- 

.lifs Forward to a window, in order 

ak to her with more privacy, the 

♦•hat he might have the better op- 

portunity 
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portunity to do fo, addreffed himfelf to 
mifs Betfy, — " How. killing handlbme 
** you are," faid he, taking her by both 
her hands, and looking full in her face, 
*' What a pity it is you did not fhine in 
*' the front to-night ? By my Ibul you 
** would have out-dazzled all die titled 
•* prudes ^ut you.^ 
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« PUh," replied fhe, « I went to fee 
•* the play, not to be feen myfclf." — 



•' Not to fee feeni'* cried he, ** why then 
^^ have you taken all this pains to empty 
•' the whole quiver of Gupid*s arrows to 
** new point thofe charms you have re- 
•' ceivod from nature ? — Why does the 
** jeflTamine, and the blooming violet 
** play wanton in your hair ? — Why is 
** the patch w:ith fo much art placed on 
** the corner of this ruby lip, — and here 
*' another to mark out the arched fymme- 
*' try of the jetty brow ? —Why does the 
*' glittering folitaire hang pendant on the 
*^ fnowy breaft, but to attradt, and allure 
^' us poor, admiring men, into a pleating 
« ruin?*V 

Mifs Betfy anfwered this raillery in its 
kind, and as fhe had a great deal of ready 
wit, would foon perhaps, had the fame 
ftrain continued, have left the beau no^ 
thing to fay for. himfelf j but mifs Vm^. 

wai)^ 
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ward, and the odier gentleman having 
finifhed what they had to fay, coming 
towards them, put an end to it. — • " What 
do you think," cried mils Forward, 
this gentleman fwears he won't go out 
^* of the houfe, till I give him leave to 
fend for a fupper ?'* — " You may do 
as you pleafe,'* faid mifs Bctfy, ** but 
** I muft DC excufed from Haying to par- 
** take of it/* — Whether (he was really 
in earneft or -not, is not very material, 
but her rcfulal was looked upon only as 
a feint, and they prefled her to tarry in 
iuch a manner, as ihe could not well 
avoid complying, even though fhe had 
beeh nK>re averi^ in effe£t, than for fome 
time ihe pretended to be. 

The converfation was extremely lively, 
and tho* fprinkled with fome double en- 
tendres, could not be faid to have any 
thing indecent, or that could raife a blufh 
in the faces of women who were accuf- 
tomed to much company. — Mifs Betfy 
had her ihare in all the innocent part of 
what was faid, and laughed at that which 
was lels fo. —But not to dwell on trifles, 
Ihe forgot all the cautions given her by 
ms. Trueworth, — confidered not that Ihe 
was in the company of two ftrange gen- 
•liBmen, an^ of a woman whofe character 
^■^ipte {Wpeftedi nor, thou^ ftie had a 

watch 
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watch by her fide, regarded not how the 
hours pafled on, 'till Ihe heard the nightly 
monitor of time, cry, " Paft twelve o' 
" clock, and a cloudy morning." 

After this flie would not be prevailed 
upon to ftay, and defired mifs Forward 
to fend fomebody for a chair. — " A 
*' chair, madam," cried that gentleman, 
who, of the two, had been moft particu- 
lar in his addreffes to her, '' you cannot 
fure im^ine we fhould fuffer you to go 
home alone at this late hour ?** — *^ I 
apprehend no great danger,** faid fhe, 
though I confefs it is a thing I have 
-not been accuftomedto.*'— He replied, 
that in his company ihe fhould not begin 
the experiment : — on this^ a coach was 
ordered. — Mifs Betfy made fome few 
fcruples at committing herfelf to the 
conduft of a perfon fo little known to 
her.-— ^^ All acquaintance muft have a 
beginning,** faid he, *' the moft inti- 
mate friends were perfeft ftrangers at 
*' firft. — You may depend upon it I am 
f :* a man of honour, and cannot b^ 
*' capable of an ungenerous adtion.'* 

Little more was faid on the occafiopEi, 
and being told a coach was at the 
they took leave of mifs Forward, ani|| 
Qther gentleman, and went down ' " ' 
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— On ftepping into the coach, mifs Betfy 
directed the man where to drive ; but the 
gentleiAan, unheard by her, ordered him 
to go to the bagnio in Orange -ftreet. — • 
They were no fooner feated^ and the win- 
dows drawn up, to keep out the cold, 
than mifs Betfy wa* alarmed with a treat- 
ment, which her want of confideration 
made her little expeft : r— fmce the gen- 
tleman-commoner, at* Oxford, no man 
had ever attempted to take the liberties 
which her prefent companion noW* did : 
— ftie ftruggled,. •— Ihe repelled with all 
her might, the infolent preflures of his 
lips and hands. — *' Is this," cried fhe, 
*' the honour I was to depend upon ? — • 
f* Is it thus you prove yourfelf incapable 
*> of an ungenerous aftion ?" — " Accufe 
me not," faid he, " 'till you have 
reafon. — I have been bit once, and 
\ave made a vow never to fettle upon 
Kay woman while I live, again -, — but 
you fliall fare never the worfe for that, 
— - 1 will make you a handfome prefent 
before we part, and if you can be con- 
Aant will allow you fix guineas a 
week/*. 

J W2te fo confounded at the firft men- 

f this impudent propofal, that fhe 

•'t the power of interrupting him ; 

-^^ering hcrfclfj as well ^s fhe was 

able. 
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able, " Heavens !'* cried Ihe, " what 
** "taieans all this ? — What do you take 
*' me for ?'* — " Take you for/' anfwered 
he kughing, " prithee, dear girl, no 
•' niore of thefc ^rs : — I take you for 
•' a pretty, — kind, -~ obliging creature, 
** and futh 1 hope to find you, as foon ,. 
*« as we come into a proper place, -r— In 
*« the mean time,** continued he, flop- 
ping her mouth with kifies, " none of 
'< this afFcfted coynefs." 

The fright fhe was in, aided by dif- 
dam and rage, now infpired her with an 
unufual ftrength •, — fhe broke from him, 
thruft down the window, — and with One 
breath Called him monfter, — villain 5 — 
with the next fcreamed out to the coach- 
man to ftop, and finding he regarded not 
her cries, would have thrown herfelfout, 
if not forcibly with-held by the gentle- 
man, who began now to be a little ftartled 
at her refolute behaviour, — " What is 
*' all this for," faid he ? " would you 
*« break your neck, or venture being 
^ Crufhed to pieces by the wheels ?** — 
** Any thing," cried flie, burfting into 
tears, " I will venture, fufFer any thing, 
*' rather than be fubjefted to infults, fuch 
" as you have dared to tt^ist me with.** ^*' 

Th<^ 
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Though the perfon by whom mife Bctfy 
was thus dangeroufly attacked was a li- 
bertine, or, according to the more gen- 
teel and modifli phrafe, a man of pleafure, 
yet he wanted neither honour, nor good 
fenfe : — he had looked on mifs Betfy as 
a woman of the town, by feeing her with 
one who was fo j and her too great 
freedom in converfation, gave him no 
caufe to alter his (pinion ; but the manner 
in which file had endeavoured to rebuff 
his more near approaches, greatly ftag-. 
gered him : — he knew not what to 
think, but remained in filent cogitation 
for fome minutes, and though he held 
her faft clafped round the wafte, it was 
only to prevent her from attempting the 
violence Ihe had threatened, not to offer 
any towards her : — U Is it pofTible,*^ 
faid he, after this paufe, " that you are 
'Virtuous ?**—.« I call heaven to wit- 
** nefc,** anfwered Ihe, with a voice faui- 
tering, through the excefs of terror and 
indignation, " that I never have enter- 
** tained one thought that was not ftriftly 
«< fo ; , — that I deteft and fcorri thofe 
V** wretched creatures of the number of 
^* whom you im^ne me to be one ; and 
^^V^diat I would fooner die the worft of 
IS, than live with infamy. >— Yes, 
be aflfured,** continued ihe, gather- 

' ing 
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ing more courage, " that whatever ap* 
" pearanccs may be this fatal night againft 
*' me, I am of a family of fome cohfide- 
'* ratibn in the world, and am bleft with 
" ^ fortune, which fets me above the 
*' low temptations of defigning men." 

As Ihe had ended thefe words, they 
came to the bagnio, and the coach im- 
mediately flopping, two or three waiters 
came running to open the door, on which 
mifs Betfy, more terrified than ever, 
fhrieked in a moft piteous manner, " 
" God !'' cried fhe, " What's here ? — 
*' Where am I ? — What will become of 
*' me?'* And at that ipftant recoUefted, 
that no help was near .5 '— • that fhe was in 
the power of a man, whofe aim was her 
eternal Tuin ; — and that li was by her 
own indifcretion alone, this mifchief had 
fallen on her, was fo overcome with the 
dread, — the fhame, — the horror, as 
fhe then fuppofed, of her inevitable fate, 
that fhe was very near falling into a 
fwoon. 

The gentleman difcovering, by the 
light of the lamps at the bagnio door, 
the condition fhe was in, was truly touch- 
ed with it. — " Retire," faid he, haftily, 
to the fellows, " we do not want yo^|f 
•—Then throwing himfelf on his " 
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before her, " Let this poftiire, mad^m^'* 
continued he, " obtain your pm'don^ 
" and at the fame time eafe you of all 
" apprehenfions on; my fcore. **-r^ *^ May 
*' I believe you ?" faid fhe, ilill weep^- 
ing, — " You tnay," replied he 5 then 
rifing,' and placing himfelf on the feat 
oppofite to her, ,— " I love my plea^ 
'' fures, and think it no crime to indulge 
^' the appetites of nature. — I am charmed 
" with die kind free woman, but I ho- 
" nour and revere the truly virtuous, 
** and it is a maxim with me never to 
** attempt the violation of innocence. — • 
*' — Thefe, madam, are my principles 
" in regard to your fex 5 — but to con- 
*' vince you further, — Here, fellow,^ 
continued he to the coachman, who was 
walking backwards and forwards at fomc 
diftance, — " get up into your box, and 
*' drive where you were firft direfted/* 

Mifs Betfy acknowledged the gene* 
rofity of this behaviour, and, on his afk- 
ing by what accident it had happened, 
that he found her in company with a wo- 
man of mifj Forward's charafter, fhe 
told him ingjnuoufly the truth, — that 
they knew each other when children in 
k tihf country 5 but that flie had not feen 
**^ "^ more t^ three times fince their com- 
^^m G - ing 
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ing to London, and was entirely ignorant 
of her conduft from that time. " 

He then took the liberty of reminding 
her, that a young lady more eridangere4 
her reputation, by an acquaintance with 
one woman of ill fame, than by receiving 
the vifits of twenty men, though pro- 
fefled hbertines. — To which Ihe replied, 
that for the future Ihc fhould be, very 
careful what company (he kept, 6f bot^ 
iexes. 

This was the fum of the converfation, 
that palled between them during their 
little ftage to mr. Goodman's, where be- 
ing fafely arrived, after having feen her 
within the doors, he faluted her with a 
great deal of refpeft, and took his leave, 
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GHAP. XI. :^ 

ews what ej^B^ the tranfaSlions of 
the preceding night bad on the minds 
ofmijiBetjyandmr* Tfue*worth, 

f R. Goodtnan and lady Mellafin were 
' gbne to bed when mifs Betfy camfc 
me ; but mife Flora fat up for her, in 
mplaifance as ihe pretended, but in 
ility to fee wko it was came 'home 
th her* •— This malicious creature had 
eniCtti^niely fawning, for fome day?* 
ft, t6 xfiifs Betfy j- bat this night ivas 
>re fo than ufU^V doubtlels, in the hdpo 
being able to df aw fomething out of 
r, which her cruel wit might turn to 
r difad vantage ; but the other knew too 
ill the difpc^^hs (he had towards her, 
communicate aiiy thing to her, which 
c would not nf^ifh febuid be made pub- 






!|J^evef dick any one pafs a night in J, 

^er Jnquietiides, than this young lady 

^d'j atid^fhe felt them the morc 

^ as flie had no friend, to whom 

'■^'^me wouiii fuflFer her to im-^ 

_ : .— fhe looked back with 

G 2 horror 
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horror on the precipice fhe had fallen 
intx>t and coniidered it as a kind of mi- 
r^tcle, that (he had recovered from it un- 
hurt \ M)^ could i^ot refl^ft on what 
had paliof^ that by the levity of her con* 
du6t jfhe had been thoiight a ^mmoa 
proftitute, had bgen treated as fudi, and 
preferved from irrecoverable ruin, by >the 
meer mercy of a man, who was a perfed 
ft ranger to her, wi^hoitf feeling anew 
that confufion, which the nioft fflbcking 
jmoments of her diftref§ inflidbed, -r- Tii 
paoft bitter of her enemies could not have 
pafled cenfures more fevere than ihe did 
on herfelf, and in this fit of iuimiliaiioi^ 
^nd, repentance, would evenrhave afked 
inr. Tnieworth pardon fw the U«ie re- 
gard fhe had paid to his advice. 

The agitations of her mind would itot 
fuflfer her to take one moment of repofe 
ior the whole night, npr. did the mornir* 
a£Ford any more tranquility : — -the ^ 
turb^ice of her h^art flew up into her 
head, and occafionedfo violent a pain theit^ 
that (he jvas as unable as unwilling to get 
out of bed. •— She lay 'till fome l^urs 
after the tim^ in which they ufually b^ak- 
failed, nor would take anv refiieAilQiai^ 
thought the tea* was brought to ho; .INI- 
fide. — Amongft the crowd of tpj 
ideas, the or^membrance, th^ 
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alP the vexation ike febourfed linder, en- 
tirely to the acquaintanGe ike had with 
mifs Forward, came ftrong into her 
thoughts, and ihe had not rofe the whole 
day, if not irioved to it by the impatience 
of venting her Ipleen on that- unfortunate 
woman, which ftie did, in a letter to her 
containihg thefe lines : 

To mils Forward. 

*TAM^ lorry that diie compffion; 

* - * which your feigned ^ Contrition folr 

* one fklfe ftcp obliged me to take in 

* your-misfctt-tunesj Ihould make you i ma- 
«* gufie 1^ would continue any conveifatioh 
••'With you^ after knowing you had aban- 

* doned' yourfeif to acourie of life, which 

* PHiilh to think any of my fex can dcr 
« fcend to brook the thoughts of, much 
^' more to be guilty of. — If you had re- 

* tained the leaft fpark of generofity, or 
^ goodwill towards me, you would ra- 

* ther have avoided than coveted my 

* company, as ||^u mtift be' fenfible that 
<'to be feen wim you muft rtoder me^ in 

* &me meafure^ partaker of your infamy, 
^^WQiv^ wholly inilocent of your crimes. 

w bale, ^— -how cruel is fuch a 

iour, efpecially td one, who hail 

t^^ard f6r* you, even after yoU 

licoirteilW yourielf uttworthy of it'j 

h : G 5 • — but 
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* — but I have been ofiqen told, and now 

* I find the oblervation juft, that women 

* of your wretched principles, bein^ loft 

* to all hope of happiiiefs themfelves, 

* take a malicious pleafure in endeavour- 

* ing to deftroy it in others. 

* But, Jor heaven's fak^, what could 
' induce you to defire a continuation of 

* a corfeipondence 'with me ? — What 

* did you take me for ? — Did you ima- 

* gine me fo blind, as not to fee into 

* the fhameful means by which you are 

* fupported, or fo weak as to forfeit all 

* the reputation and relpeft I have in the 

* world, merely to comply with your re* 

* queft. ■ — No ! -— your conduft is too 

* barefaccdj, to give me even the fhadow 

* of an exicufejfor ever feeing you again ^ 

* do not, therefore, go about to varnij 

* over adions, whofe fbulnefs will appe 

* through all the colons you can da^ 

* them with. — The friendfhip I once 1 
' fcr you has already pleaded all t 

* yourfelf.coiiild urge J.n your defer 

' but the caufc is too bad, and I mu 

* leave you to the miferies which atter 
' remorfe, and which a little time ^ 

* infallibly bring on. — Heavens ! 

* a common proftitute ! — To ear 

* carious bread by 'being the ^ 

* every, man's licentious wilL — 
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* digging in the mines! — What is 

* begging ! — What is ftarving, when 

* compared to this ? — But the idea is 

* too fliocking, -r-t modefty Ihudders at it, 
^ — I ihall drive both that and you as 

* diftant from my thoughts as poffible^ 

* fo be afiured this is the laft time you 

* will ever hear from the 

' Much deceived, 
• And ill-treated, 

• B. Thoughtless/ 

She was juft going to feal up the above 
letter, when a fudden thought coming 
into her head, fhe added, to what ilie 
had alreaUy wipte, thi^ poilfcript: 

* P.S. You may perhaps be inftigated to 

* anfwer this, either through refcnt- 

* ment for thi reproaches it contains, 

* or through fome remains of modefty, 

* to attempt an apology for tjic occa- 
f fion ; but I would not wifh you ihould 

* give yourfelf that trouble, for be af- 
\ fured I Aall read nothing that comes 

* from you, and that whatever you 
, ' iend, will b^ returned to you again 

ijpopcned/ 

G 4 She 
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She immediately fent this away by 
a porter, and having fatisfied the di6tates 
of her indignation againft mifs Forward, 
Ihe had now done with her, and refolved 
to think of her no more ; — yet was the 
cgnfufion of her mind far from being 
diffipated — *^.What will inn True- 
worth fay," cried ftic to hcrfelf, " if ever 
the ridiculous adventure of laft night 
fhould re^h his ear$, as nothing is 
more proBable^ than that it may ? — 
** What witl^ my brother Frank fay, on 
** hearing fuch a ftory ? •— What mr. 
^* Goodman and lady Mellalin fay ? -^ 
^^ What a triumph for the envious mils 
^ Flora ? — And what can I aiifwer for 
*V*xnyf:ilf, either to my friends, . or enc- 
•* xnies ?" 

Little care as this young, lady had 
feemed to have taken of her repfitation, 
it was notwithftanding very dear to her. 
— Honour was yet ftill more dear, and 
fhe could not refledt, that what fhe had 
doncx might call the one in queftion, and 
how near fhe had been to having the 
other irrecoverably loft, without feeling 
the moft bitter agonies ; fhe was notable 
to drefs, or^o go down ftairs that dbl^, 
and gave orders to be denied to yfh^^l$: 
fhould come to vifit her. ' ^'^ 
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Id this perpleiDdd rfimaiion of mind let 
us Teave her for a whii6^ and fee with 
what fort of tfemper mn Trueworth be- 
havedy ^tet baring feen ' her go to the 
very woman ^ bbhad ib much conjured 
her to avoid. ' ^ 

• Att the lo¥«e he" Had for her^ would not 
keq> him from re&ntlAg this lad rebuff; 
-*«- ne thought he had not deferved fuch 
i^iage^ nor that bk having profeiled him- 
iWf her loveTy gave her the privilege of 
trcatii^ hiih^ttfe hfer flave : -^the humoia: 
be WW' ill makil^g^him unfi^fo^ company, 
he Wcm direftly to his lod^ngs^, but 
had not beea. long th^^ before it came 
into his head, that poffibly the manner 
in M^iich ihe had^ belmved was only a fit 
cf <(lirtr4di£Hon, aad, that after all, fh^ 
mighty ' when flie was out of' hearing, 
'ha<^ 'given comnter-orders to the chair- 
menv and was neither gone. to mifs For- 
ward*Sj nor would accompany her to the 
jday. -k- With luch vain imaginations 
does love femetimes flatter its votaries, 
and the fincere and irdent flame, which 
'ffiidd the heart of mr. Trueworth, made 
'h kii ggcc dityM:atch at every fuppofition^ 

l^our of the darling objtd. 

|i^ ^ G 5 Willing^ 
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Willing^ howeyef ^i to he more afljifed, 
he bethought him ,Gf a ftr^agem, which 
would either relieve all the; doubts re- 
maining in him^ of M? ^hftinacy, or 
convinoe him, they wtrp; but tpo juft r 
— he fent immediately to hb barber for 
^ black perriwig, and muffled up in a 
cloak, lo ^ ta rehdi^r it abaoft an im- 
poffibUity for him to be known by any one, 
went to the theatre, and with a heart di- 
vided betwixt hope and fear,, placed him,- 
felf in a part of t^e hiiddtle gallery^ whidk 
had the full command of snore (haa half 
%hc boxes; — he £aw a very brilliant 
circle, but not flie whom he fo much 

dreaded to find fhinc among them. 

•■•«■. ,-^ , 

Having fcrutinoufly exaimined all wkhia 
jhe reach of his view, h^ qjjitted his, prcr 
Jfent poft, and removed to rfie other fkk 
of the houfe, where he foon . difc^vered 
the perfons.;he came in fearch of : — • he 
fdw ipifs Forward earneft in difcourfe with 
a gentleman that*fat behind her, .and mifs 
Betfy receiving fruit from another, with 
the feme freedom and gaiety of deport- 
ment fhe could ha V€ done,, if prefented 
^ himfelf ; — he faw the nods^ — tbfi 
v/inks, — aiK^the grimaces,^ which iev^;^ 
in the pit made to each other,, wi 
koking towards thefs two ladiei^^ 
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rcry moment brought with it fome frefh 
latter for his mortification, yet would 
ot his curiofity ftop here. — When the 
lay was ended, he went haftily down 
airs, and mingled with the crowd that 
ood about the door,, in hope of feeing 
lils Betfy quit her company, take a 
lair, and go home j — but how cruel a 
ab was it to a man, who loved as he 
id, to find her go with her diflblute 
jmpanion, and two gentlemen, who, he 
id reafon to believe, by the little he faw 
[ their behaviour, were utter Itrangers 
> her, into a hackney coach ; — he was 
ace about to appear himfelf through 
is difguife, and tell mifs Betfy, that he 
lought he had more right to the honour 
f conducing her, than thofe to whom 
le gave permiflion ; but the, greatnefs of 
is Ipirit afliiled his prudence, in reibain- 
ig him fro»n fo ralh an aftion- 

After this fight, it is not in the power 
f words to reprelent what it was he felt, 
eafon was too weak to combat againft 
le force of fuch various emotions, as for 
,time had the entire poiTclfion of his 
•u| ; -—r he thought mifs Betfy unworthy 
\,}d$ love,, yet ftill he loved her, and 
l^,|l^ been witnefs of his prefcnt dif- 
' "^ :d ftate, flie would have feen th^ 
Ihe had over him, no kfs manifefl: 

G ^ . in 
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in the moments of his rage, than iil thofe 
in which he had behaved with the greateft 
tendernefs and refpedfc* 

His good fcnfe, however, at laft con* 
vinced him, that as no foHd happinefs^ 
could be exped^ed with a woman of mife 
Betfy*s temper, he ought to conquer his 
paffion for her, — This he refolved to at- 
tempt, yet thought before he did foj' it 
would become him to fee her once more^. 
— • to argue gently with het-, and try, at 
leaft, if diere were not a poffibility o{ 
making her fee the errors fhe was guilty 
of. 

With this intent he went rfie next day 
to vifit her, but being told Ihe could feifr 
no company that day,^ was going from 
the door, when mifs Flora, who had 
watched for him at the parlour window^ 
came and defired him to walkjn; —his 
complaifance would not permit him to 
refufe her requeft, and after the ufual 
conipliments,^ faid, he was forry mife 
Betly was fo ilL — " You need not be 
** in much pain," replied Ihe, with a 
look which he thbught had more than to 
|; ordinary meaning in it, *' Ihe |$ not 

^'^ *' greatly indifpofed. " — " Perl* 
cried mr. Trueworth^ with fome 
^ 4he is only fo to me,"—." 1 



I 
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•^ fay any thing to that,** returned mifs 
Flora> ** but her orders were in general 
** to all that came 5. and J believe, in- 
•• deed,, ftie is not perfeftly well, — fhe 
•^ came home extremely late laft night,. 
" and feeraed in a good deal of diforder." 
— '* *^ Diforder^ madam,** interrupted'mr. 
Trueworth, impatiently, " for heaven's 
** fake, on what occafion?** — " I wilh 

I could inform you," anlwered fhe i. 

but at prefent I am not favoured with 
•' her confidence, though there was a 
^ timCj when I was made partaker of 
•* her deareft lecrets: — I wilh thofe fhe 
•* now intrufls them with, may be no lefs 
*< feithful to her t*ian I have been/* — " I 
*♦ 'hope,** faid he, " (he has none which to 
•* be betrayed in would give her pain.'*— 
With thefe words he rofe up to go away, 
— mife Kiora fain would have perfwaded 
him to drink tea; but he excufed himfelf^. 
faying, he was engaged,-— that he came 
only to enquire after die health of her 
fair friend, and could not have ftayed„ 
if fb happy as to have feea her. 

Scarce could this paiEbnate lover con- 
tain himfelf, 'till he got out of the houfe : 
•~the manner in which mifs Flora had 
ike q£ mifs Betfy, added frefh fuel to 
Jcaloufies he was before poflefled of y 
great fbever his dilturbance was, 

he 
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he found on his retqm home, fomewhaO 
which made all he had known before 
leem. light and trifling. 



CHAP. xir. 

Contains fome pajjhges^ which i *tispro^ 
babk^ njoill afford more pain than 
pleafure^ yet are njery pertinent ta 
the hi/lory^ and necejfary to be ref- 
lated. . 

T^HOUGH the words whix:h raifi 
Flora had kt fell to mn Tf ueworth^ 
concerning: mifs Betfy, feemed as if Ipoken 
by meer chance, there was cguched under 
them, a defign of the moll black and 
villainous kind, that ever entered the 
breaft of woman, as will prefently appear 
to the aftonifhment of every reader. 

* , 

In order to do this, we nauft relate an 
incident in mifs Betfy's life, not hitherto 
mentioned, and which happen€;d fome 
Iktle time before her going to Oxford 
tvith her brother Frank. . . I 

v\ 
On her firft coming to town, a woi 

had been recommended to her for ftj 
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Ing^ and making up her fine linnen : — » 
this perfon fhe liad ever fince employed, 
and tcx)k a great fancy to, as fhe found 
her honeft, induftrious, and very oblig- 
ing. — The poor creature was unhappily 
married, — her hufband wa? gone from 
her, and had lifted himfelf^for a foldier ^ 
— being hotn in a diftant county, fhe 
had no relations to whom fhe coidd ap- 
ply for affiftance, r— was big witli child, 
and had no fupport but the labour of her 
hands. — Thele calamitous circumftances 
ix) much touched the commiferative na- 
ture of mifs Betfy, that fhe frequently 
gave her double the fum fhe demanded 
for her work,, befides beftowing on her 
many thuigs fhe left off wearing, which^ 
thou^ trifles in themfelves, were very 
helpful to a perfon in fuch dilbrefs^ 

Mifs Mabel, for whom fhe alfa worked 
at the fame time, was no lefs her patro- 
nefe, than naifs Betfy. — In fine, they 
were both extremely kind to her, in fo 
much as made her often cry out,, in a 
tranfport of gratitude, that thefe two good 
young ladies wese worth to her all the 
cuftomers fhe had befides : — they con- 
ti^ed to prove themfelves ib, indeed ; 
.when her child was born, which hap- 
to be a girl, they ftood god-mo- 
and not only gave handfomely 

thiemr 
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themfelves, but mfed a contribudoA 
among their acquaintance, for the fujK 
port of the lying-in woman and her in- 
fant ; the former, however, did not long 
enjoy the bkffing of two fuch worthy 
friends, — flie died before the expiration 
of her month, and the ktter being wholly 
deftitute, was about to be thrawti upon 
the parifh 5 — fome well-dilpofed neigh- 
bour^ who knew how kind mifs Mabel 
andmife Betfy had bcen» came and ac- 
quainted them with the melaftchoHy ftory;, 
-— they confultcd together, and each re* 
fleding, that fhe had undertaken the pro^ 
le£)ion of this infant at the font, thou^ 
lierfelf bound by duty to ' preferve it from 
thofe hardships with which childi^ep thus 
cxpofed, ape fometinaes treated:— they^ 
therefore, as they were equally engagedy 
agreed to join* equally in the maintenance 
erf" this innocent forelom^ 

This was a rare charity indeed, and 
few there are, efpecially at their years,, 
who fo juftly conjQder the ohJigations of a 
baptifmal covenant. — It was alfo the 
more to be admired, as neither of them 
had the incomes of their fortunes in their 
own hands, the one being under guardian- 
Ihip, and the other at the allowance rfa 
father, who, though rich, was extrem||| 
avaritious. , : 
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As they were therefore obliged to be 
good oeconon?ifts in this point, and nnrfes 
in the country are to be had at a much 
cheaper rate than in town, they got a 
perfon to fcek out for one, who would 
not be unrejrfonable in her demands, and 
at the fame time do juftice to her charge* 
— Such a one, accordiftg to the charaAer 
given of her by neighbours, being foun<^ 
the child decently cloathed, was lent down 
to her habitation, which was in a Httle 
Tillage about feventeen miles from Lon- 
don. — For the fake of concealing the 
part mifs Mabel had in this aliair from 
the knowledge bf her father, it was judged 
propet" that mifi Betfy Ihould feem to 
take the whole upon herfelf, which Ihe 
tKd, and the nurii^s huiband came up 
eveiy month, and received, the mon^ 
from her hands,, as alfo whatever other 
neceflaries the child wanted. 

Who would imagine, that fiich a glo- 
rious aft of benevolence Ihould ever be 
made a handle to traduce and villify the 
author ? — yet what cannot malice, ac* 
companied with cunning, do ? •— It can 
give the faireft virtue the appearance of 
' ,f fouleft vice, and pervert the juft efti- 
ion of the woiW into a miftaken fcorn 

contempt. 

Mifs 
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Mifs Flora, after receiving the difap- 
pointment, as related in the fixth chapter 
in this volume, was far from defifting 
from the wicked defign (he had conceived 
of putting an end to the intercourfe be- 
tween mil's Betfy and mr. Trueworth : — 
her fertile brain prefented her with a thou- 
iand ftratagems, which ftie rejefted, either 
as they were too weak to accomplifh what 
file wilhed, or too liable to difcovery, till 
at \z&. ihe hit upon the moft deteibibk 
projcdt of reprefe^iting what proceeded 
from the nobleft propenfity of imfs Betfy's 
nature, as the effect of a criminal com* 
pulfion ; -— ^in fine, tb make it appear fa 
feafible, as to be believed, that die child 
who owed half its maintainance to her 
charity was entirely kept by herfeif, and. 
the offspring of her own body. 

Having w;ell weighed and deliberated 
on this matter, it feemed to her fuch as 
mr. Trueworth, on the moft ftrift exa- 
mination, could not difcover the decep- 
tion of ; — Ihe therefore refolvcd to pur- 
fue it, and accordingly wrote the follow- 
ing letter : 
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To Charles Trueworth, Eiq; 

TT H E friendfliip I had for fbme of 
your family, now deceafed, and 
the relpeft due to your own charufter 
in particular, obliges me to acquaint 
you with truths more difagreeable than 
perhaps you ever yet have heard ; — • 
but before I proceed to the Ihocking 
narrative, let me conjure you to be- 
lieve, that in me your better angel 
{peaks, and warns you to avoid that 
ireadful gulph of everlafting mifery, 
into which you are juft ready tx) \k 
plunged^ i 

* I am informed, by thofe who arc 

molt verfed in your affairs, and on whofe 

veracity I may depend^ that a treaty of 

marriage is on foot, and almoft as gpod 

as concluded, between you and mi6 

Betfy Thoughtlefs. — A young lady, 

I muft confefs, well defcended, — hand- 

fbme, and endued with every accom- 

lilhment to attradt the admiration of 

nkind, and if her foul had the leaft 

^ormity with her exterior charms, 

doubtlefs, might have been one of 

oft happy, and moft envyed man 

•-*-h i -^ but, fir, this feeming in- 

< nocence 
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Mr 



J.40 5*^ HISTORY eT 

nocence is all a cheat, —^ another has 
been before-hand with yoir, in the joyil 
you covet ; — your intended bride has 
been a mother without the pleafure ol 
owning herfelf as fuch. — The produif^ 
of a fhameful paffion is ftill living, and 
though Ihe ufes the greateft caution in 
this affair, I have by accident difcov^red, 
is now nurfed at Denham, a fmall vil- 
lage, within too miles of Uxbridge, 
by a gardener's wife, who is called by 
the Country people, goody Bufhman^ 
—•I. give you thiis particular account, 
in order that you tnay make what en* 
quiry you Ihall think proper into a fad^ 
which^f am fofry to fay, you wiD find 
but too real. — I pity from my foul* the 
unfortunate fedpced young lady,. — 
ihe muft be doubly miferable, if by 
having loft her virtue,. Sit lofes a hus- 
^ band fuch as you 5 — but if after thist 
you ftlould think fit to profecute your 
pretenfionsy I wifti jDhe may endeavour^ 
by her ftiture copduft, to atone for 
the errors of the paft ; — but alas ! her 
prefcnt manner of behaviour, affords no 
fuch promifing expeftattions 5 and if yoii 
Ihould fet your honour and fortune, and 
all that is dear to you, againft fa pre-^ 
carious a ftake^ as the hope of ra ~ 
ing a woman of her temper, it 
certainly fill all your friends with ^Mk' 
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* nil}\m^nt andgrief i — but you are your- 
^ felf the beft trudge of .what it will be- 

* come you to do, — I only beg, that 
^ you will be, afTured this intelligence 
^ comes from one, who is, 

• With the utniott finccrity, 

^ • • - 

* Sir, 
« Your weU-wilhcr, 
* And moft humble, 

* Though unknown, fervant/ 



She would npt truft the fuccefs of the 
fnifchief fhe intended by this letter, 'till 
ihe had examined and re-examined every 
ientence, and finding it altogether fuch 
as ihe thought would work the defired 
^e£b, got ortSj who was always her ready 
^igpnt^ in matters of this kind^ to ^copy 
k over, in order to prevent ahy accideiw 
from difcoverilig the real aiithor,^ ^^ 
then ieot it as dire(5led by the pennj^ 
poft. 

How far the event anfwered her ex- 
»ia . fliall very Ihoftly be related, 
idbnts of another nao^re^i^ requiring 
ft motioned) the gratification cf 

xhaf 
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that curiofity, which this may have ex- 
cited, muft tor a while be deferred. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Is the recital of fome accidents^ as little 
pojjible to be forefeen by the reader^ 
as they were by the perfons^to whom 
they happened. 

T N youth, when the blood runs high, 
•■• and the Ipirits are in full vivacity^ 
ajfHidion muft come very heavy indeed, 
when it makes any deep or lafting im- 
preffion on the mind. — That vexation 
which mifs Betfy had brought upon her-- 
felf, by going to the play with mifs For- 
ward, was fevere enough the whole night, 
and the enluing day. — A great whil^ 
it rtiuft be confefled, for a perfon of, her 
volatile difpofition, and when the more 
violent emotions had fubfided, the terror 
^e had lately fuftained, had, at lead, t\&l 
good efFeft upon her, it made her re?- 
folve to take all poffible precautions not 
to fall into the like danger again. — A% 
ihe had an infinite deal of generofiPl^^ 
her nature, when not dbfcured 
pride and vanity which the flattei 
had been but too much accuftoi 
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had infpired her with, flie could not re- 
fleft how ill fhe had treated mr. True- 
worth, and the little regard fhe had paid 
to the tender concern he had fhewn for 
her reputation, without thinking fhe ought 
to afk his pardon, and acknowledge fhe 
had been in the wrong. — If mr. True- 
worth could have known the humour fhe 
was at prefent in, how readily would he 
have flown to her with all the wings of 
love and kind forgivenefs ; but as he had 
not the fpirk of divination, and could 
only judge of her fentiments by her be- 
haviour, it was not in his power to con- 
ceive how great a change had happened 
in his favour, through a jufl fennbility 
pf her own error. 

She, in the mean time, little imagined 
how far he refented the treatment fhe had 
given him, efpecially as fhe heard he ha^i 
been to wait upon her the day in yhich 
fhe faw no company, and after having 
paft a night of much more tranquility 
than the former had been, went down m 
the nioming to breakfaft, with her ullial 
chearftilnefs •, — fhe had not been many 
^tmnuteis in the parlour, before fhe was 
ga^^e^iy furprized with the fight of her 
^ "■ ' \ brother, mr. Francis Thoughtlefs, 
it. feems, had arrived the night be- 
iiii^: After the firfl welcomes were 

over. 
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over, mr. Goodman aflced him. Where- 
fore he did not come direftly to • his 
houfe ? faying, he had always a Ipare bed 
to accommodate a friend :— To which 
the other. replied, that he had come from 
Paris with fome company, whom he 
could not quit, and that they had lain at 
theHummums.— MifeBetfy was extreme* 
ly tranlported at his return, and faid a 
thoufand obliging things to him, all 
which he anfwered with more politenefi 
than tendernefs, and this young lady foon 
perceived by this Ipecimen of his carriage 
to her, that fhe was not to expeft the 
fame affeftion from him, as flie had re- 
ceived fo many proofs of from her yOunger 
brother. 

His long abfencc from England, and 
fome attachments he had found abroad, 
had, indeed^ very much taken oflf that 
warmth of kindnefe he would, doubtlefi, 
otherwife have felt for an only fifer, and 
one who appeared fo worthy of his love. 
•^"As mr, Goodfnan had acquaint:ed hitn 
by letter, that he had hired a houfe for 
him, according to his requ^ft, the chief 
of their converfation turned on that fub- 
je<5t, and as foon as breakfafl: was oyp", 
they took a walk together to fee if " 
on their return he feemed vprf 
pleafed with the choice inf. G( "^ 
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made, and the little time he ftayed wa& 
entirely taken up with confulting lady* 
Mellafin, his filler, and mifs Flora, con- 
cerning the manner in which he (hould 
ornament it ; for the honeft guardian had 
taken care to provide all fuch furniture, 
as he thought would be neceflary for a 
fingle gentleman. 

• No intreaties were wanting to prevail 
on him, to make that houfe his home, 
till his own was thoroughly aired, and 
m all refpefts fit for* him to go into; 
but he, exGufed himfelf, faying, he tould 
not leave the friends he had travelled with, 
till they were provided for zi well as 
himfelf, nor could all mr. Goodman, and 
the ladies ur^e, perfwade him to dine 
with them that day. 

It muft be acknowleged, that this pofi- 
five refufal of every , "thing that was defiired 
of him, had not in it all that complai- 
fence, which miglit have been expeded 
from a.perfon juft come from among | 
people more famous for theif . politeiifeis, 
than their fincerity. 

rjfcit iie had his own reafons, which the 

\hf mr. Goodman as yet were far 

j^ing, which made him aft in 

iW hcno,w did-, and it was not, 

a ^ 4a 
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in reality^ the want of French breedings 
but the want of true old En^fli refolu- 
tion,^ that enforced this fccnung negligence 
and abruptnefs. 

After he was gone, mr. Goodman went 
€0 'Change, but was fqarce entered into 
the walk, where he had appointed to 
meet fome merchants, when he was ac- 
cofted by two rough ill-looked fellows, 
who demanded his fword, and told him^ 
they had a wjit againft him, — that he 
w^s their prifoner, and muft go with 
.l^em. 

Mr. Goodman, who had as little reafon 
as any man living to fufjieft an infult of 
this nature, only fmiled, and told them, 
they were miftaken in the perfim. — 
" No, no,*' faid one of them, " we 
" are right enough, if you are mr. Sa- 
<« muel Goodman." — " My name is 
•« Samuel Goodman/* replied he j " but 
" I do not know that it ftands in any 
« man*s books for debt,;— but pray," 
continued he, " at whofe fuit am I ar- 
*< refted ?" — " At the fuit of mr. Oliver 
" Marplus," faid the other officer. — 
" I have no dealings with any fuch. per- 
•** fon,** cried mr. Goodman, " npr, ciwi 
«< ever heard the name of him yii}|^l|t|p* 
«« tion," -^ They then told hii%, |^|» 




Af//} Betsy Thoughtless. 147 

his bufinefs to prove that, — they did but 
do their duty, and he muft obey the 
writ. — Mr. Goodman on this, kj(io^ing • 
they were not the perfons with whom this 
matter Ihouid be contefted, readily went 
where they conduced him, which was to 
a houfe belonging to him who appeared to 
be principal of the two. — As they were 
coming off 'Change, he bad his coach- 
man drive his chariot home, and tell his 
lady, that he believed he Ihould not dine 
with her that day •, but he kept his foot- 
man with him, tb fend on what meffages 
he fhould find convenient. 



The officer, knowing his condition^ 
ftnd not doubting but he fliould have a 
handfbme prefent for civility-money, ufed 
him with a great deal ofrefped:, when 
he had got hini into his houfe ; and, on 
his deliring to be informed of the lawyer's 
name, employed in the aftion, he inime- 
diately told him, and alfb for what fum 
he was arreflbed, which was no lefs than 
two thoufand, five hundred, and feventy- 
five pounds, eight {hillings. •— *' A pretty 
** parcel of money truly,*' faid mr. 
Goodman, " I wonder in what dream I 
^ contradled this debt.*' — He then called 
j% pen, ink, and paper, and wrote *a 
to his lawyer in the Templ^, defiring 
tp go to the other, who, they faid. 

Hi was 
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was concerned againft him, and find out 
the truth of this afFain 

The honeft old gentleman having fent 
this letter by his fervant, called for fome- 
thing to eat, and was extremely facetious 
^nd pleafant with the officers, not doubt- 
ing but that what had happened was oc- 
cafioned through fome miftake or other, 
and he fhould immediately be difcharged, 
when the thing was enquired into; — 
but his prefent good humour was changed 
into one altogether the reverfc, when his 
own lawyer, accompanied by him who 
vfzs engaged for his adverfary, came to 
Jiim, and told him, there was no remedy 
but to give bail ; — that the fuit com- 
menced againft him, was on account of 
d bond given by lady Mellafin to mr. 
OUver Marplus, fome few days previous 
to her marriage. *— 'Tis hard to iay, whe- 
ther furprife or rage was moft predomi- 
nant in the foul of this much-injure:d hus- 
band, at fo fhocking a piece of intelli- 
gence. — He demanded to fee the bond, 
which requeft being granted, b^ fojundit, 
not as he at firft flattered himfelf, a for- 
gery, but figned with his Wife's^ own 
hand, and witneiHed by mrs. Prinks ber 
'Woman, and another perfon whpai .. 
kn^w not, 




€1 



Af//} Betsy Thoughtless. 149? 

It is certain, that no confufion ever 
exceeded that of mr. Goodman's, at tTiis 
time ; — he fat likq one transfixed with 
thunder, and was wholly incapable of ut- 
,tering one fyllable ; — he appeared to the 
company as loft in thought ^ but was in- 
deed almoft paft the power of thinking,, 
till his "lawyer roufed him with thefe 
worHs, — *' Come, fir," faid he, " you 
" fee how the cafe ftands, — there is no 
time to be loft, —you muft either pay 
the money down, or get immediate 
fecurity ; for I fuppofe you would not 
"^ chufe to lie here to-night/* — This 
** feafonable admonition brought him a 
" little to himfelf: — he now began ta 
refleft what it would beft become him to 
do, and after a paufe of fome moments, 
^' I believe," faid he, " that I have now 
^* in my houfe more than the fum in 
" bills, that would difcharge this bond, 
" but I would willingly hear w*hat this 
*' woman has to fay before I pay the 
" money, and will therefore give in bail.** 
— • Accordingly he knt for two citizens 
of great worth and credit, to defire them 
to come to , him ; — they inftantly com- 
plied with this fummons, and the whole 
affair being repeated to them, voluntarily 
■ J^^l^md to be his fureties» 

ii^S' ■ H3 Bail: 
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Bail bonds were cafily procured, but 
it took up fo much time in filling them 
up, and difcharging the fees, and other 
confequential expences, that it was paft 
one o'clock before all was over, and mr. 
Goodman had liberty to return to his 
own habitation. 

It was very feldom that mr. Goodman 
ftayed late abroad ; but whenever any 
thing happened that obliged him to do 
fo, lady Mellafin, through the great 
affeftion fhe pretended to have for him, 
would never go to bed till his return. 
• — Mrs. Prinks for the mod part was her 
fole companion in fuch cafes ; but it fo 
fell out, that this night neither of the 
two young ladies had any inclination to 
lleep : — mifs Flora*s head was full of 
the abovementioned plot, and the anxiety 
for its fuccefs j — the remembrance of the 
.late adventure at mifs Forward's, was not 
yet quite diffipated in mifs Betfy ; — the 
coldnefs with which (he imagined herfelf 
treated by her elder brother, with whom 
Ihe had flattered herfelf of living, and be- 
ing very happy under his protc6lion, gave 
her a good deal of Uneaunefs. — To add 
to all thefc matters of difquiet, j(he had. 
alfo received that afternoon a letter fH& 
mr. Francis Thoughtlefs^ acquainting i|iir^ 
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that lie had 4iad the misfortune to be fp 
much bruifed by a fall he got from his 
horfe, that it was utterly impoflible for 
him to travel, and fhe muft not expeft 
him in town yet for fome days. 

The Ictdies were all together, fitting in 
the parlour, each chufing rather to in- 
dulge, her own private meditations, than 
to hold difcoiine with the others, when 
mr. Goodman came home. — Lady Mel- 
lafin ran to embrace him with a Ihew of 
the greateft tendernefs, — *^ My dear mr. 
** Goodman,'* cried fhe, ** how much 
** have I fuffered from my fears, ell 
•* fbme ill accident Ihould have befallen 
«* you !'* — ** The worft that could have 
•* happened has befallen me,'* replied he, 
thrufting her from him •, ** yet no more 
•• dian what you might very reafon- 
abjy expcft would one day or another 
happen/' — " What do you mean, 
my dear,** faid Ihe, more alarmed at 
his words and looks than (he made fhew 
of ? •— " You may too eafily inform your- 
*« felf what 'tis I mean," cried he, hafti- 
ly, •« on the retrofpeSk of your behaviour. 
** -^-^ I now find, but too late, how much 
have been impoled upon. — Did you 
♦* not aflure me,*' continued he, fome^ 
|rfj^t more mildly, " that you were free 
m all incumbrances but that girl, 

H 4 ** whom> 
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*' whom, fince our marriage, I have tcn- 
•* dered as my own ?'* — And then per- 
ceiving fhe anlwered nothing, , but looked 
paje and trembled, he repeated to her the 
affront he had received., " which," faid 
he, " in all my dealings in the world, 
*^ would tiever have happened, but on 
♦* your account/* 

Though lady Mellafin had as much ar*- 
tifice, and the power of diflimulation, as 
any of her fex, yet fhe was at a lofs thus 
taken unprepareu. — (he hefitated, — Ihe 
ilammered, and faia would have denied 
the having ^ven any fuch bond ; but 
finding the proofs too plain againft her, 
(he threw herfelf at his feet,.-— wept, and 
conjured him to forgive the only decepr 
tion Ihe had pradlifed on him : — " It 
was a debt,' faid Ihe, ^* contrad:ed by 
my former hufband, which Ikn^ewnot 
" of. — I thought the (^ffefts he left be- 
" hind him were more than • fufEcient to, 
** have difcharged whatever obligations 
'' he lay under, and foplifhly took out 
" letters of adminftratioii. -r-The demand 
*' of Marplus came not upon me till ibme 
*' time after, — I then inconfiderately 
*« gave him my own bond, which he 
^* however promifed not to put in force 
« without previoufly acquainting meu.': 
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This excufe was too weak, as well as 
air the affeftion mr. Goodman had for 
her, to pacify the emotions of his juft in- 
dignation. — " And pray," cried he, in a 
voice divided between fcorn and anget, 
♦' of what advantage would it have been 
«* to me ypur being previoufly acquainted 
*' with it ? — Could you have paid the 
** money without robbing, or defrauding 
"me?—- Noy madam,*' continued he> 
♦* I fhall for the future give credit to no- 
^* thing you can fay, and as I cannot be 
" affured- that this is the onlyraisfortuire 
«* I have to dread on your accotint, (hall 
«* confider what fteps I ought to takjefor 
** my defence," 

In Ipeaking. thefe words he rung thie 
bell for a fervant, and ordered that bed, 
to which he had invited mr. Thoughtlefy, 
fhould that inftant be made ready for 
himfelf. — All the tears and intreaties of 
hdy Meltafm were ia vain, to nriake him 
recede from his lefolunion of lyiag alone 
that nighty and as icon as he was told 
his orders were obeyed, he flung. out of 
the room^, faying> — ^^ Madam, perhaps, 
♦* we never more may nieet between a 
♦^ pair of fheets.^' — Whether at that 
J^fie be was , deternriin^d Xf^ carry his re'- 
& fary^crnotjj is uncertain, , but 
H 5 ,. ' what 
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what happened very fiiortly after, left 
him no other part to take, than that 
which he had threatened. 



CHAP. XIV* 

Giws a full explanatkn of Jkme fe^ 
fages^ %vbicb hitherto have ftemti 
very dark and myjlerkus. 

TpHIS was a night of great confufion 
in n^r. Goodman's family: — lady 
Mellafin either was,, or pretended to be^ 
in fits J — mifs Flora was called Up loon 
after Ihe went to bed, but mr. Goodman 
' himfelf would not be prevailed upcm to 
rife, though told the condition his wife 
was in, and that (he begged with the ut- 
moft eameftnefs to fee him. 

This behaviour in a hufband lately ia 

tender and afiedionate, is a proof, not only 

that the greateft love once turned d^e-* 

/ n^rates into it^ reverfe, but alfo that the 

fweetcft temper, when too much provoked 

:} by injuries,, is not always the moft ealy 

^ to be reconciled. — The perfeft t<tift he 

had put in ht^ Mellafin, — the 

f^th he had given to all fheYaiil^i 
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tfie 'dependsnce be had on the love ihe 
had prafefied £em: htm^ made the decqp*^ 
tion fhe was now coimdfced of appear in 
worfe colours,, than otherwife it would 
have done. 

The iKODe he xefiefted on this ugly af. 

i^r, the n:iGse he was oonvuK^d of the* 

hjrpoaiiy of his wife, m whom he 'had 

piflioed fudft oonfidence. — - ^^ We haire 

^ been marckd notr iivie years,' ' faid he, 

to ikim:^tf % ^ how com^ kt to pais, that 

die penii^ of this hond was n^ in & 

i08ig a time dmotaiAcd ? -*-It nauft be 

that &t has htpt k. off by hasg/t Mtereft,, 

'^^ and £ed)earanoe-^SRDOQey,, and "liBho Icnows 

^ how &r mj^ (credit may be endangered 

^ for the JMofiag of k? •--- 'Tis, Kkely;,, 

^ that whiie i thooght ^e^irerj thing ne~ 

•* ceflary for my family was purchafed 

** with ready money, I may ftand in-^ 

^* debced to all 2^e ttadefmea ^\s wick- 

*' ed wcxtnaa has had aaay itdim^ with y 

** —.jiay^ I cannot cycti afikre jnyfelf,. 

^ that other obUgaticsss of the fame kind 

-^ vmh «his I have already fufFia-ed for^ 

f* inay not ^>me tame or other call upon 

•* me fior thck difc^rge*** 

V 

I ■ ' ' ' ■ . . '. 

ifpTitfeith^ in- 

rf floqp, did he. pais what was re* 

lag of ^ nidxt, llhen he went to 

^ H 6 bedj 
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bed; yet he aroie the next day full as early 
as he was accuftotned to do^ after having 
enjoyed the beit sepoie^ 

^ » . , 

The firft thing he did was to fend for 
as many of thofe trades-people, as he 
either knew hinifelf, or his fervants could 
inform him, had at any time fent goods 
into his houfe. — • On . their prefenting 
themfelves before him, he founds more 
to his vexation than furprife,. for he now 
cxpedled the worltythat all o£ them, even 
to thofe who fuppHed his kitchen, had 
halls of a long Handing : -—he difcharged 
all their feveral denunda dire&ly^. and 
having taken a receipt in fuH from each 
of them, delired they would henceforwaiyi 
fuflfer no goods to be left within his doore 
without the value being paid on the de- 
livery. • 

Mr* Goodman had iuH diipatched the 
laft of thefe people, when he was told a 
woman begged leave to fpeak to him:-^- 
** Another creditor, T fuppofe/* faid he, 
and then ordered fire fhould come in, --»- 
As foon; as fhe |j^ fo^ — « Well, mif. 
♦' trefs,** cried hii^Teeing her a woman of 
a very plain appearance, — " what is it. 
^^' you require of me ?' '— *^ ' Nothing, 
*' fir,'* replied ihe, *^' hut that ycaL idji 
** permit, me til acquaint ypu withU^ 



1". 



v I 






A/^ Betsy Though TEEss. 157 

" thing, which it very . much concerns 
.".ycfti to be iirfarmed of?" — " Ifliould 
*' otherwife be an eneroy to myfelf,*' rs- 
fumed he, " therefore pray ipeak what 
*' you have to fay ?*' 

« I am,. fir/ faid fh^.« the unfortu- 
^ nate wife of one of ^ moft wicked 
*^ men upon earth, and ^ my being £0 

* have beea/ compelled |o be in fome 
*' meafore acceflary to the injuftice you 

* have fuftained ; but.I hope what I have 

* to reveal will atone -for my. tranigreC- 

* fion.* — Mr Goodman then defired j(he 
would fit down, aad without any farther 
prelude proceed. triple bufinefs Ihe can^ 
upon». 

* The fiimof what I have to relate/ 
rejoined Ihe, * is, that the bond, on 
^ which you were yefterday arrefl:ed, and 

* for the payment of which you have gi- 

* ven fecurity^ is no more than an impu- 
« -dent fraud V) but the particulars, that 

* prove it fuch, cannot but. be very dit 

* pleafing to . you ; however, I fliall make 

10 apology for. relating them, as the 
?rfe6t knowledge of the whole traa- 
fition.may put you in a way to pf'e.. 
'•*;t all iiiture injuries of the like nar 
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* My htilband, whofe name is Oliver 
Marplus,* continued fhe» * had the ho* 
nour of waiting on a nobleman belong- 
ing to cpurt, when fir Simon Mellafin 
had a poft there : • — his lady, now un- 
happily yoursj took a fancy to Him,, 
and entered into a criminal converfatioh 
with hitriy fome time before heSr hus- 
band's death, and has ever fince, unle& 
very lately broke oflEi continued it. Oil. 
my firft difcovcrrng it, he begged xnc 
to be eafy, and reminded me, that as 
he bad nothing at preient to depend 
upon, having loftj his place, but her 
laidyfliip^ bounty, I ought to wink at 
it, and be content that Ihe fhould fliare 
his pcrfon, fince I fhared in the benefits 
arifmg from their intercourfe. — I 
knowing his temper too well, not to 
know that any gppofition I could make 
would be in vain, and feeing no other 
remedy, was obliged to feign a confent 
to what the love I then had for him 
rendered moft terrible to me. — Thus 
we went on, her ladyfhip ftill fupply- 
ine him with money for our fup^rt,, 
tiU he being informed,, that her ixmr- 
riage with you was near being confu 
mated, he bethought himfelf of a f 
tagem to prevent the change of 
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condition from depriving him of the 
continuance of her favour. — - It was' 
rfiis : 



* Their private meetings were always 

• in the Savoy, at a houfe of my hiis- 

• band's chufing for that purpofe, the 

• matter of it being his intimate friend 

• and companion. — Myfelf^ and two 

• men, whom he made privy to the plot,. 

• and were to perfonate officers of juftice, 

• were to be concealed in the next room 

• to the lovers, and as foon as we found 

• they were in bed, burft open the door^ 

• ruin in, and catch them in the very 

• aftof fhamCc 

* All this was executed accorcBng as it 

• wais contrived; — my hufband jumped 

• out of bed, pretended to ftruggle with 

• the Iham conftables, and Iwore he would 

• muf der me. — I afted my part, as they 

• fince told nfie, to the life, — feemed a 
^ very fury, and faid I did not care what 

• became of me> if I was but revenged 

• upon iJfy rival. — Lady MeUafin tore 

• her hair,, wept,, and intreated me in the 

• moft abjeft terms to. forgive,, and not 

• expofe a woman of her rank to public 

• fcorn and infamy. -—To which I re- 
lied, that it was not her quality fliould 

te(9; herj — I loaded her with the 

* moft 
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* rnofl; inveterate reproaches I could think 
.'* of. ■ — Indeed^ there required not much 

' ftudy for my doing fo, for I heartily 

* hated her. — After fome time pafled in 

* befeechings on her fide, and railings, on 
« mine, one of the pretended conftables 

* took me afide, as if to gerlwade me to 

* more moderation, while the other talk-r 

* ed to her, and infinuated as if a fum 
« of money might compromife the mat* 
« ter. — My hufband alfo told her,, that 

* though he detefted me for what I had 

* done, yet he wiflied her ladyfhip, for 

* her own lake, would think of fbmc 

* way to pacify me ; — for,' faid he, * ^ 

* wife in thefe cafes Has great power/ 

• The terror Ihe was in of appearing 

< before a civilmagiftrate,^ and of being 

* liable to fufFer that punifliment the la^Y 

< inflifts upon an adultrefs, and'confe? 

< quently the lofs of all her hopes of ^ 

* marriage with you, fir, made, her readi-^ 

* ly agree to do any; thing I'fiiould re- 

* quire. — 1 feemed quite averfe for a 
•good while to liften to any terms of 

* accommodation, but at length afFefted 

* to be overcome by the perfwafions of 

* the men I brought with me, and he^ 

* promife of allowing us a very handfome 
*' fupport, as foon as fhc became .ypuy^' 
f • wife, and fhould have it ta her ppi" 
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« -— TWs I made flight on» and told her, 
« that I would not depend upon her pro- 

* mife for any thing. -— It was then pro- 

* pofed, that flie Ihould give a bond for 

* a large fum of money to mr. Marplus, 

* — - ' That you may do with fafety,* 

* faid he to her, * as I Ihall have it in 
*' my own hands, and you may be afllired 
** will never put it in force to your pre* 
** judice.' 

* In fine, fir,' continued mrs. Marplus, 
flie agreed to this propbfal, and as it 
was then too late for the execution of 
what flie had promifed, on her making 
a foJemn vow to fulfil it punftually 
the next day, I told her, flie was at li- 
berty to go home that night, but that 
I would not withdraw the warrant I 
pretended to have taken out agaiaft her, 
till all was over. 

* She waSj indeed, too much rejoiced 

* at the expeftation of getting off from 
^ the imaginary profecution to think of 

* breaking her word 5 .-—- my wicked husr 

md, however, had the fuccefs ^^f his 

*fign more greatly at heart,, than to 

e her any long time for refleftion 5 

^-dingly we went pretty early the 

Tiorning to her lodgings,, accom- 

' ' by one of thofe, who had afr 

' fumed 
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fumed the charadter of conftable, and 
who, . in reality, had formetly ferved 
the parifli where he ftill lives in that 
capacity, and a lawyer, previoufly di- 
reded to fill tip the bond in the ftrong- 
eft and moft binding terms that words 
could form. — There was not die leaft 
demur or objeAion, on the part of her 
ladyfhip ; — Ihe figned her name, and 
mrs. Prinks, her woman, and the man 
we brought with us, fet their hands as 
witneffes. ^ 



• You fee, fir,' purfued fhe, * the drift 
* of this contrivance, lady Mellafia was 
the inftrument, but it was you thait Was 
ordained to fuffer : — there was no fixed 
fum, or fums, ftipulated for the fupport 
we were to receive from her ; but Mar- 
plus was fo continually draining heir 
purfe, that I have often been amazed 
oy what arts fhe impofed on you to rc- 
plenifh it. — Whenever flie regan to 
make any excufe for not complying 
with hi^ demands, he prefently threat- 
ened her with putting the bond in 
force againft you, by which means he 
extorted from her alm<^ whatever Jic 
required.* 

* One time in particular, he pr 
* to be under an aneft for three hu 

* po 
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^ pounds, and flie not having fo much 
' money by her, was obliged to lend mrs. 

* Prinks, with her diamond necklace, to 
' the pawn-broker's to make it up ; -— 
' yet, — would you believe it, fir? — 

* notwithftanding all he got from her 

* ladyfhip, he kept me poor and mean, 

* as you fee ; — would not let me have a 

* fervant, but made me wafh liis linnen, 

* and do all the drudgery, while he ftrut- 

* ed about the town, like a fine fellow,- 

* with his tupee wig, and laced waiftcoat,* 

* and if I made the leaft complaint, would 

* tell me, in derifion, that as I had no 

* children I had nothing elfe to do but 
' to wait upon him. — I bore all this, 
' however, becaufe I loved the villain, 

* and, indeed, did not then know he was 

* fo great a one to me, as I now find he 

* is. 

* He pretended to me, that he w^ 

* heartily weary of lady Mellafin^ — hated 

* her, — and could no longer bear the 

* pain of diflembling with her. — * I 
•* will, therefore,' faid he, * demand a 
*• much larger fum of her, than I know 
<^ it is in her power to raife : -— her non- 
** compliance will give me an excufe for 
^* compelling her hulband to pay the pe- 
f* ^ty of the bond, and when I have 

the money I will purchafe an em- 

«« ployment 
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«* ployment in fome one or other of the *] 

•' public offices, on which you and I 

" may live comfortably together the rer 

^* mainder of our days.* 

4 

^ Accordingly, at his next Meeting 

* with lady Mellafin, he told her, he had 

* a prefent occafion for a fum of money, 

* and fhe muft let him have five hundred 

* pounds, within four or five days Bl 

* farthefl:. — This, it feems, extremely 

* "alarmed her -, fhe replied, that it was 

* impoffible for her to procure fo much 

* at once, -»- complained that he had been 

* too prefling upon her, arid told him^ 

* that he ought not to expeft Ihe could 

* always fupply his extravagancies in the 

* manner ftie had lately done. — Higf]t 

* words arofe between them on this ac- 

* count ; — fhe reproached him with th^ 
' flraits he had already put her to, — 
' faid he muft wait till money came int6 

* her hands. — He fwore the prefent exi-: 
' gence of his affairs required an imme- 
^ diate fupply, — that he faw no rcmed)^. 
^ but arrefting you,, and they parted in 
^ great anger. 

* The next day he fent me to her with, 
a letter-, — neither fhe, nor mrs. Pririks, . 
was at home, and I did not judge pi^^ . 
per to. leave it with the fervantSj 

* a 
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arried it back again : — he did not 
appen to afk me for it, and I never 
lought of returniilg it, which I am 
ow very glad pf, as it ,may ferve to 
orroborate the truth of what I told 



ou/ 



Xi (peaking this, (he prefented a paper 
ixuC Goodman, which he took haftily 
of her hands, and found it contained 
fe words : 

To lady Mellasin. 

■A 

'Madamj ' * 

^OUR ej^cufes wont do with me.— • 
Money I niuft have ; — I know you 
lay raife it if you will, and I am 
mazed you fhould imagine I cah be- 
eve any thing you fay to the contrary, 
rhen you have an old fellow, who^ 
ou yourfelf told me, knows no end to 
is wealth, and that you married him 
nly to make him my banker. — Do 
ot, therefore, offer to trifle with me 
ny longer, for if you do, by my (bul 
(hall put the bond in force, and thea 
liere will be an end of all love and all 
riendflup between you and him, who 
\Sii been* for fo many years, 

I Your conftant fervant, 
:k • O. Marplub/ 

^ " « OW 
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" Oh! wretched,— wretched woman f*^ 
cried mr. Goodman, as foon as he had 
done reading, — *' to how low, — how 
" contemptible a ftate has vice reduced 
«« her !'• — Mrs. Marpius, perceiving by 
his countenance the diftradtion of his 
mind, would not profccute her difcourfe, 
till he, recovering himfelf a little, bid 
her go on, if any thing yet remained to 
be related of this fhocking narrative, 

« I have told you, fir,* refumed fhe, 
« the preparations, the confequence you 
« are but too well acquainted with. -^ I 

* have only to aflure you, that I had not 

* difcovered my hufband's bafenels, but 

* with a view of your doing yourfelf juf- 

* tice -, — you have no occafion to pay 

* this bond, — you can prove it a fraud 

* by the joint evidence of myfelf his wife,^ 

* and another perfon, no lefs deeply con-. 

* cerned in the contrivance, and is ready 
^* to make his affidavit of every particular 

* I hav^' recited ; — but then whatfoevcr 

* is done, muft be done with expedition, 

* or he will be paft the reach, either of 

* you or me. — I have jult now learned» 
« that inflead^ of purchafing an employ- 

* ment, as he pretended to me, he is 

* privately prej^aring to go over to Hbl- 
^ land, Bruflels, or fome of thofe plfces. 






Af^ Betsy Thoughtless. 167 

« and fettle there with a young hufley, 
^ who, they fay, is with child by him, 
« and will leave me here to ftarve. His 

* lawyer, to whom he has afligned the 
< bond, is to advance fifteen hundred 
^ pouQck Uf on it, on condition he has 

* the refidue of it to himfelf, when you 

* Ihall difcharge the whole. Now it is 

* in your power, fir, to fave yourfelf the 

* payment of fo much money, and re- 

* lieve a much injured and diftr^ffed wife, 

* by complaining to the court of Chan- 

* eery of the impofition prafticed on you, 

* and procure a Ne exeat regnum ta 

* prevent his efcape/ 

Here (he gave over fpeaking, and mi* 
Goodman, after a fhort paufe, replied^ 
that he could not at that inftant refblve 
on any thing ; bur added, that he would 
take fome advice, and then let her know 
how far ftie mig^t be ferviceable to him : 
— on which flie took her leave, after 

gvihg him direftions where fhe might 
: found. 



^ 
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CHAP. XV. 

Shews fome part of the confequenceSy 
produced by the foregoing occurrence. 

'Y' H O U G H. mr. Goodman very eaGly 
perceived the wife of Marplus had 
ROt made the difcoveij flie had done 
through any principle of confcience, or 
true contrition for having been an accom-. 
plice in the bafe aftion Ihe had revealed, 
but meerly in revenge to ahufband, who 
had ufed her ill, and was about to leave 
her, yet he thought it behoved him to 
draw all the advantages he could, from 
the knowledge of fo aftoniftiing, and fo 
alarming a fecret. 

' He therefore wafted no time, either ih 
un^ailipg refleftions on his own incort- 
fideratenfefs In marrying at his years, a 
w0mafl, fuch as lady Mellafin, nor in 
exclamations on her ingratitude and per- 
fidioufnefs, but convinced beyond a doubt 
of the wrongs he had fuftained, bent bis 
whole mind on doing himfelf juftice, in 
as ample a manner as poffible, on the' 
greffQW. 
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The lawyer, to whom he had applied 
the day before, was not only a perfon who 
had tranfafted all the bufinefs he had in 
his way, but was alio his acquaintance of 
a long ftanding, and very good friend, 
and it was no inconfiderable confolation, 
under fo grievous a misfortune, that he 
was not at a lols whom he Ihould confult 
on an affair that required the greateft in- 
tegrity, as well as ability. 

That gentleman, luckily for mn Good- 
man's impatience, came to enquire how 
he did, after" his lafl: night's llipck, juft 
as he was preparing to wait on him, in 
order -to acquaint him with the more 
ftabbing one he had fince received : — - 
this injured hufband rejoiced, as much as 
the prefent unhappy fituation of his mind 
would permit, at the fight of his friend, 
and related to him, in as brief a manner 
as he could, the fum of the whole ftory 
he had received frpm mrs. Marplus. 



■-'^ 



"Good God!"Taid the lawyer, as foon 
as mr. Goodman had given over fpeaking, 
J arn confounded ; — but pray, fir, 
^haW have you refolded to do ? — In 
' wi»^ft* way will you proceed ?'* -7- 
I muft aflc of you," replied 
l^obdman, haftiiy ; '* you may be 
II. I " ccrtaiB 
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*' certain I will not be paflive in thh 
** matter. •: — I only want to know what 
** courfel am to fteer." --- *^ Could you 
" confent," cried the lawyef, after a 
paufe, '* to be divorced from lady 
** Mellafin ?** — " Confent !" faid mr. 
Goodman, with more warmth than be- 
fore, ^ the moft terrible vexation I en- 
** dure, dwells in the confideration, that 
*' (he is ftill my wife ; — ^^were once that' 
^' name erafed, I think I Ihouki be eafy." 
— " I hope then foon to fee you fo," 
faid the other ; " but the firft thing we 
** have to do is to get the affidavits of 
*' the two witneffes, and then arrefl: Mar- 
plus. -^ I fhall order it fo with his law- 
yier, ^vhom I have under my thumb, on 
account of fome mal-praftices I have 
** detected him in^ that he fliall not dare 
*' to procure bail for this unWorthy cli- 
*' ent. •— In fine, fir,**' continued he, 
*' I do not doubt, the cafe being fo plain, 
*' but to relieve yon from paying the 
*' penalty of the bond •, but, in the mean 
** time, what will you do with lady Mel- 
^^ lafm?^ — It is neceflary fhe fliouldbe 
" removed out of the houfe.'* — " The 
*' houfe is hell to me while fhe is in it," 
faid mr. Goodman. —They had fome 
further talk on this affair, and the man- 
•fr in which "mr, Goodman was to cor- 
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du6t himfelf beipg fettled, a footman was 
Tent to bid mrs. Prinks come ilown. 

That confidante of all her lady's guilty 
fecrets could not, now detedled, behold 
jtheface of mr. Goodman, without the 
extremeft terror and confufion :-^- he per- 
ceived it, as flie flood trembling fcarce 
half within the door, not daring to ap- 
proach, — " Come near,*' laid he, *' you 
*' are a fervant, and below the effefts of 
" my refentment, which otherwife you 
*' might have caufe to dread. — I have a 
*' meirage to fend by you to your lady, 
»* -7- take care you deliver it in the words 
*' I -give it.*'-^On which (he ventured 
to advance a few fteps farther into the 
room, and he went on, with a.n^ore au- 
thoritative voice than flie had ever heard 
him^aflume before, in this manner : 

'' Xell her^" faid he, ^' that for many 
^« re^fons I find it wholly improper ftie 
^J,&o^ rernain ;any Ipnget under the 
^^^^^mQ roof with me, — ^^defire her there- 
^*\fcn:e to provide a lodging immediately, 
^'^ forherielf, and all belonging to her ; 
j^#^^,you muft all depart this very night, 
^.]^-it behoves her to be fpeedy in her 
iparatipns.*' — " To-night, ' fir ! " 
^nirs. Prinks ? — " I have faid it," 
he, fiercely, — <« begone! it is 
I 2 • *« not 
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*' not your bufinefs to reply, but to 
*' obey.** —-She fpoke no more, but re- 
tired with much greater hafte than pie 
Jiad entered, 

Mr. Goodman, and his la\^er, were 
purfuing their difcourfe, on the prelent 
mel:5icholly occafion, when the butler 
came in to lay the cloth for dinner : as 
<pon as he had finifhed, and fet all the 
neceffary utenfils on the table, mn Good- 
man ordered him to go to mils Betfy's 
chamber, and defire her to come downtQ 
dinner, 

That young lady had pafled the morn- 
ing in a very difagreeable n>anner : — 
tlie want of repofe the night before had 
made her lie in bed^ill the day was 
very far advanced : — when fhe ^)t iip, 
good-manners, good-breeding, and even 
common civility, obliged her to enquire ' 
after lady Mellafm's health ; and ^Wg 
told^ that llie was ftill in bed, ' the 5^me 
motives induced her to pay her compli- 
ments in perfon. — On entei^g the dia 
ber, a mournful fcene prdfehted if' 
to her eyes : -— lady MellaJin fat up, : 
ported by her pillows, with all the tol 
of defpair ^nd grief, in every ftzt^ 
her face ; — mifs Flora had throw 
(elf on ^a carpet by the becj-firfc, I 
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leaning Qn the ruelle, and her eyes hall 
drowned in teats -, — mrs. Prinks flood 
at Qfi little diftance from them, pale and 
motionlefs as a ftatue, — The approach 
Df mifs Betiy made fome alteration in 
their poftures, and feemed to awake them 
from that lethargy of dent woe -, — ^ lady 
Mellafin began to exclaim on the hard- 
nefs of her fate, and the cruelty of mr. 
Goodman, Who,, flie faid, feemed glad of 
a pretence tt) throw off that affeftion, 
which fhe had flattered herfelf would 
have been as lafting as life, and bewailed 
herfelf in terms fo tender and pathetic,. 
that in fpite of the httle refpeft,. that mifs 
Betfy in reality had for her, anti the juflb 
indignation fhe had for fome time con- 
ceived agamft mifs Flora, her gentle, 
generous heart *was touched with the 
ftrongeft emotions of pity and forgive- 
neis. 

As fhe was far from fufpefting all tjn 
^XHinds lady Mellafin had for this im- 
jqp^erate forrow, and in her foul be- 
ISeving that mr, Goodman would foon be 
brought to forgive both the affront and 
ifce damage his fortune had fuffered on 
account, fhe begged her ladyfhip 
lid, 4iot indulge the dictates of defpair, 
:iyfle(?t on the natural fweetnefs of mr. 
fman*s difpofition, — the gijeat love 
M. ' I 3 he 
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fie had for her, and' above all his ftrift 
adiierence to thofe principles of religion, 
which forbid a lafting refentment ; « — 
and, in fine, reminded her of every thing 
ihe could think on for her confolation, 

NofTe of them having yet breakfafted^ 
fhe ftayed and drank cofftc with them^ 
nor would her compaflionate temper have 
permitted her to quit'th^m fo loon as 
ihe did, if fhe had not been called away 
to a milliner, who was come with fome 
things fhe had the day before ordered ta 
be brought, and fhe had but juft dif- 
patchcd this little afiair, and got out of 
her dtfhabiilc, when ftie' haa received. 
the abovt!-mentioned mefTage fronj mn 

Goodman. . ' ''^ 

... - , » . 

Gn' her comiRg into tfie^parlouri where- 
dinner was that moment ferving up, ^ \ 
*'.ra.uft re.qpeft the favour of ^you, mifs 
^ Betfy,*' faid mr. Goodjman,. ** to do> 
" the honours of my table to-day:**— ^ 
^•^ I fhall do the befti can, fir,'* repfretf 
mifs Betfy; modeftly, " but am very 
forry for the orcafion,: which obligcl 
me to take upon me an office I am fo 
*^ little' accuflomed to." — *♦ You w^^bc 
«* the better able to difcharge it yf^% 
*^^ bectome^ ydur duty;" faid ipr. (^i^ 
man,, with a half fmiie,, " bvrt f ' Bot||^ 
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*'.this is the only time lihall pwt you- 
••* to it* — I have a kinfwoman, who I 
•' exped: will be fo good as to take care 
" of the affairs of my family hencefor- 
»i ward/' — " O, fir/' cried mifs Betfy,, 
-with a great deal of concern, *' I hope 
** lady Mellafin hias not for ever forfeited 
•* her place." 

Mr. Goodman was about to make fome, 
feplyy when they heard the voice of that; 
lady, whom mifs Betfy had juft m^ntioa- 
ed, extremely loud upon the fl lirs, — 
•* I will not be ufed in this manner,'* 
cried fhe, " if I muft go, let him t:ll 
" me fo himfelf." — On this mr. Good- 
** man grew extremely red : — " Go," 
faid he, to the footman that waited at 
table, *' and tell"^lady Mellafin I will not 
^ be difturbed/' — " Hold," cried the 
lawyer^ " permit me, fir, to moderate 
•< this matter." — In fpeakingthefe words, 
he rofe haftily,. and without fl:aying to 
hear what mr. Goodman would fay, ran 
to prevent lady Mellafin from coming, 
in. -^ While he was goncj '« Yes, mifs 
•* Bfetfy," faid mr. Goodman, " you will 
^ lofe your companion ; — mifs Flora, 
•! with her mother, leaves my houfe to- 
if^ht." 
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Mifs Betfy, who had gone out of lady 
Mellafin's chamber, before mrs. Prinks 
brought lier this piece of intelligence from 
mr. Goodman, was prodigioufly furprifed 
to hear him fpeak iathis manner. — "It 
is a fudden turn, indeed," purfued he ^ 
but the reafons which urge me to this 
reparation, will hereafter appear fuch 
*' as I neither could nor ought to have 
" refifted." < — Mifs Betfy only replying* 
" that he was certainly the beft judge 
**^of what he did, no farther difcourfe 
*' happened on this fubjeft, nor indeed 
** on any other for fome moments." 

At laft, however, mr. Goodman taking 
notice, that (he looked more than ordi- 
narily ferious, ** Perhaps,'* faid he, "you 
" may think my houfe too melanchoUy 
" for you, when they are gone. — The 
*' relation I intend to bring home, though 
V a perfeft good woman, is pretty tar 
*' advanced in years, and I believe re- 
" ceives but few vifits, efpecially from 
«' the younger fort j — but as the houfe I 
*' have hired for mr. Thoughtlefs wiU be 
*' ready in a day or two, I fhould iriia- 
•' gine he would be glad to have you 
*' with him, 'till you marry j— -buttl 
continued he, " is at your own O] 
*> — I but mention it, becaufe I 




jW//} Betsy Thoughtless. 177- 

** have you entirely eafy in this point, 
** and confider what it is will moft con- 
** tribute to make yoii fo.'* 

Mifs Betfy had only time to ^ank him. 
for his goodnefs, before the lawyer came 
down: — that gentleman had found a. 
more diiBculf tafk than he had expe6ted, . 
in bringing' lady Mellafm to fubmit tO' 
the injunctions flie had received from her 
hufband, — not that fhe had the leaft 
fpark of conjugal afFeftion for him,, as 
the reader may very well fuppofe,. or 
wpuld Kave wilhed ever to fee him more,, 
if flie 'could have lived .without him in 
the fame faftiion ihe did with him;^ but 
die thoughts of leavihg her large and. 
Idchly furnifhed; houfe, — her fine fide- 
board of plate, • — her coach, — her equi- 
page,, and all thofe other enfigns of opu- 
lence^ andftate file now enjoyed, were in- 
iiipportable to her,, and having in v^ti 
elByed what a feigned penitence and ten- 
dcrnefs could do,, to work him to forgive- 
liefs, had now refolved to try the efFeA 
of a more haughty and' imperious deport.- 
nt, -^ " I will make him Know I am 
lis wife,"* cried fhe,, " and whatever 
i's pofleft of,; I am an equal flidrer 
— let him riot therefore think, that: 
— ver he is matter, I fiiall ceafe tp^ 
Irels." 

I 5 The 
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The lawyer then remonftrated ta Her» 
that though it were true as (he faid, that: 
Ihe had a right ta partake of his fortune,, 
yet it was ftill in the power of a huflband 
to oblige her to received the benefit of 
that right,, in what manner,, and in what 
place, he Ihould think proper : — hetoldi 
her, rhr. Goodman was determined that 
Ihe fhould quit hia houfe^ and that all ap- 
pKcations, made by her to the contrary,, 
wouM be ftuitlefs, and exafperate himi 
the more,, and only ferve to widen the 
imh^ppy breach between theni. — ^^' If- 
** mr. Goodman,'^ faid he,. ^* has no otKer 
com^Iaint agaihft your ladyfhip^. thani 
fimply his paying the penalty of the 
*^ bond,, and It may be fopie other 
*^ trifling ffebts,. Iqannot think he will^, 
•^ for any length of time,, pifleverfe in. 
*^* his prefent inflexibility of tempen^^ — 
Thefe, argumentSv^ and Ibme others he 
mad^ ufe of, enforced with^D the rhe- 
torii:- and art he was mafter of,, at lift: 
convinced her, that it was bcft for her ta^ 

. yield with a feeming willtngnefs to the; 

' 1 fiite it was not in her power ta ^void^, ap^ 
fhe promifed him to fend Prinks dice^x-". 
^ to hire an apartment for her„ at ahou^^ 
near Gold.cn Square,, with tte miflj^f* 
which Ihe had ibme fmall acquaint^^ 
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The whole time this gentleman had 
been with lady Mellafin, the meat was 
kept upoa the table, but he would not 
ftay to eat, — " We have not a minute 
*' to lofc," faid he to mr. Goodman ; — 
" let qs go, fir, and dilpatch. what we. 
^^ have to do." — With thefe words they 
both went haftily out of the doors,, leav- 
ing mife Berfy in a good deal of confter- 
nation at whait they wiere about. 



CHAP. XVL 

"^ # Mnd of okoi a mio^ure tf many 
thin^r, ait of thtm very much to the 
furpaje^ tbcugb left entertaining than 
J^me others. 

APT' Mellafin, who little expefted' 
' that her hufband was made fo well 
[itiainted, or even that he had the leaft 
^ugiit of the worft p^ of her beha-* 
IT towards, him, was ready enough to ^ 
nrhisrfelf, both from her experience 
"•" common tendernefs for her, and 
It his lawyer had infinuated, in ' 
prevail on her to go away with 
"^^fe,. that when this guft of paf- 

16 fion 
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fion was blown over, he would be recon^- 
dled, and confent to her return^ 

Thcfe imaginations made her cany it 
with a high band before the fervants, and 
as they were packing up her things, while* 
mrs. Prinks was gone to prepare- a lodg- 
ing for hen — " Your maftei? will be 
" glad to fetch me home again-,**' cried*, 
fhe ; — " poor man ! he has been ftrange- 
ly wrong-headed of late. — 1 foppole 
he will' be ready to hang himfelf when 
**^ he confiders what he has done,, for he 
may be fure I Ihall not very eafily 
forgive the affront he has put upott 
me." 
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How truly amiabk is aa unbfemifhed 
eharafter, and how contemptible is the 
reverfe ! — Servants; naturally^love and re-^ 
fpeft virtue in tlK)fe they live with,, and 
feldom or never either flatter or- conceaL 
the vices they do not greatly pr^t by. 
— The airs lady MeHafih gave betfelf,» 
on this occafidn, were fo far from making, 
them believe her innocent, or their matter 
blameable, that as foon as they hdSi Spt 
out of her fight, they only turned^ ftte 
pride^ and the fall it was going to fOfblbs, 
into ridicule and grimace. M ' 
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Mils Betf/y however, could not fee 
thtvn depart in this mannery without feel- 
ing a very deep concern : — their misfor- 
tunes obliterated all the refentment Ihe 
had at any time conceived againft them, 
and ftie had never before been more an- 
gry,, even with mifs Flora,, for the trea- 
chery ftie had been guiky of to her^ than 
ihe was now grieved at the fight of her 
humiliation^ 

She way fitting alone^ and full of very 
fcrious refleftions on this fudden cKange 
in the family^ when her brother Thought- 
lefs^^ came in : — flie was glad ©f the op- 
portunity of founding hia inclinations, as 
to her living with him,, and now refolved 
to do it effeftually : — fhe began with 
telling him, the whole ftory of lady Mel- 
l^fin's* and mifs Flora's^ removal, and 
;n complained how d'ally flie Ihould 
*s her time, with only mr. Goodman,. 
; an old gentlewoman^ who was to 
ae to* be his houfe-keeper. — ^' I 
lioughr you: were about marrying," 
1; he,: '* and expefted from what mr. 
"oodman wrote to me,, that my firft 
mpliment to you,, en my arrival^T 
""jld have been to have wifhed you 
, — You are not broke off with the 



'♦-^-^man^ — are you?" 
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The carekis air with wJiich he fpoke 
tiiefe words, ftung mifs Betfy to the 
quick V fhe took no notice,, however, Iiow 
much Ihe was piqued at them, but re- 
phed, that the whole affair was mere 
fuggeftion y — that it was true,, indeed^ 
Ihe had for fome tipae received the ad- 
dreffes of a gentiemaiv. recommended byr 
her brother Frank ; — that he,\ and fome 
other of her friends, were very much for 
the match,, 'and fhe fuppofed had fp^jke 
of \t a6 a thing, concluded^ on» becaufe^ 
they wilhed it to be fo^ 
part,, fhe neven had a& yi 
one ferious thought about the 
at prefent was. far from ha\ 
pofition to becomes wife ; 
continued fhe,. " if I am, 

in mr. Goodman's houi 

relieved that way^. it is 

I may be moped to deal 

ried to my grave/* 
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** Whera. is the nccefTity . for that ?**' 
faid he : '^ Are there not places enough; 
in town, where you majf find, gpe'*^ 
company to board,, or lodge with ?** - 
** Doubtlefs there are many fuch,, 6" 
replied fhe, with feme fpirit, *• jjnrfei 
** am fo unhappy as not to. b' 
** fripnd fo kind to make me a- -, 
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•*' tion, fhall be oblfged to feek an alylum; 
^ among ffirangers.** 

Mn Thoughtlels looked a; little- con- 
founded at thefe words; — he had Teen 
froni the beginning of her difcourfe, the 
aim to which it tended, and as he had 
his own reafons for not: complying with. 
herdefires, wouM not fecm to underft^nd 
her, but die now- fpoke too plain, and he 
was fomewhat at a lofs what anfwer. to 
make, fo as not to give hex any caufe of 
accufmg his want of affeftion, and at the 
lSiT)p' time gut herofF from expefting he^ 
would agjree to, what flife would have him,, 
in this point, when fortuna^tely for his re- 
lief, a letter juft brought by the poft 
was' prefented to mifs Btetfy. —^^ From 

,^^Xj i^e,** faid fhe, as foon as file 

took it into her hand. — '•'From brother; 
" Frank, then, I fuppofe,** cried he. — 
Nov* anfwered fhe, ," from ladyTrufty: 
— you will excufe me, brother, while I . 
bok over the contents/' — She broke 
)pen while flie was^ fpeaking, and read! 
herfelf aa follows. :: 
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To mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 

< My dear mifs Betfy^ 
C I R Ralph received yefterday a letter 
from mr. Thoughtlefs, dated Calais 
the third Inftant, fo I doubt not,, but 
by this time I may congratulate you on 
his fafe arrival in London ;. but I am 
forry to acquaint you, that while yQU 
were embracing one brother, you were 
in very great danger of Ipfing another ^ 
but do /not be too much alarmed, — 
I hope th^ worft is paft ^ — I believe 
he gave you an account hirnfelf, that 
by an unlucky faB from his horfc he 
was prevented from going to London fo 
foon as he had defigned, but the mif- 
chief done him hy this accident, wa&> 
much greater than he imagined at the 
time of his writing to you. -*- Wl;iat he 
took pnly for a common bruife provf d 
to be a contulion^ and for want of pro- 
per care at firft, through the outrage- 
oufnefs of the. pain,, foon brought on a 
fever : — for two whole days we were 
in the utmoft apprehenfions for his lif' 
but now, thanks to the author of 
mercies, we are affured by the phyf '^ 
that attends him,^. and- who is efl-^' 
'' the moft Ikilful this country 2 
''' that he is in a fair way of doinj^ 
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* — His delirium has quite left him, and 
' he has recovered the ufe of his reafon, 

* fo far as to intreat I would fend 'the 

* warmeft wiflies of his heart to you, 

* and to defire you will make the fame 
' acceptable to his dear brother, if you 

* are yet fb happy as to fee him : — he 
« alfo enjoins you to put his compliments 

* to mr. Trueworth, in fuch words as are 

* befitting the friendfhip you know he 
*,has for him. — I hav^ much to fay to 

* you from myfelf, on the fcore of that 
' gentleman,, and Ihould be glad to add 

* to the advice I have already given you, 
« but am deprived of that fatisfaftion by 

* the arrival of fome company, who are 

* come to pafs a week or fortnight with 

* us, therefore muft defer what I have to 

* fay till another opportunity.— Farewell, 

* may heaven ftiU keep you under its 

* proteftion„ and your guardian angel ne- 

* vcr fail his charge. — Be aflured,. that 

* though I do not write fo long, nor fo 

* often to you as I could wifli,. I am always^ 

< With the greatefl: fincerity, 

^ My dear mifs Betfy, 
* Your very affectionate friend, 
'-| «• And humble fervant, 

:M£. ." M. Trusty/ 

^^ ^ P. S^ 
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• P. S. I wrote the above this momingy 
^ becaufe one of our men was to have 

* gone pretty early to town^ but fir 

* Ralph having fome letters of his own^ 

* which were not then ready, detained 

* him, and I have now the pJea&re to 

* tell you, that the doftor,, who is this. 

* moment come from your brother'is 
' chamber, afluresr me„ that he has 
' found him wonderfully amended,. 

* fince his^ vifit to him laft night. — 

* ©nee more, my dear,, adieu.* 

Mr. Tboughtlefi pcrGeiving fome tearr 
in the eyes of mift Betfy^ while ftie was 
reading, cried out, "What is the matter,, 
** fjfter ^ — I hope no ill news from the 
" countpy.^' — « Bfe pleafed- ta read tKat„ 
•' fiP,**^ fkidi ftle, giving him the letter,. 
" and fee if t had not caufe to be ^edted 
** with fome part of it." 



*' Pbor Frank,.'*' faid^ he^ as feon as he- 
had done reading, "I am very forry for the- 
*^ accident has happenaid to him, .but more 
glad that it is like to be attended with na 
worfe confequences. — Dd not be me- 
lancholly, my dear fifter, you find 
is in a fair way of recovery,, am 
*' hope we fhall foon have him with^ 
" I long very much to fee him/' 
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tinned" h^, '* and the more fo, as I have 
** fpoke in his behalf to a general officer, 
« whom I contrafted an intimacy with 
** at Paris, and who has promifed him all 
^ the fervicc he can, in procuring him a. 
^*' commiflion." 

They had fome further talk on family* 
affairs, after which he told her, he was^ 
troubled to leave her alone, but was oblig- 
ed to return to fome cpmpany he had 
made an elopemeht from when he came 
there. At parting, he faluted her with a 
great deal of aiFeftion, — defired fhe 
would' be chearful, and faid, he dare bfe- 
lievc fhe had too much merit ever to have 
any re<d caufe to be oth^erwife. 

This tendernef$ very itiodi exhiferated 
her drooping fpirits, — - fhe entertained 
frclhi hopes of being in the houfe with a 
brothier, who^ flie found defigned to live 
in th^ moflr elegant and polite manner^i 
whicti was what fhe had, at prefent, the 
moft at heart of any thing in the world : 
^— fhe ht)w began to fancy he did not 
propofe it to her, either becaufe he did 
not think ftie would approve of it, or 
mfe he feared,, that to teftify any de- 
of renioving her might offend mr, 
lanj, as fhe had boarded with him 

evefi 




mtM 
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ever fince flie came to town .; — flic 
therefore refolved to defirc the favour of 
that gentleman to mention it to him,, as. 
of his G^n accord, and let her kpow what 
anfwer he fhouldmake. — This idea gave, 
her fome pleafure for a while^ b^t it was 
as foon diflipated ; — the thoughts of her 
brother Frank's misfortune, and the dan-- 
ger fhe could not be fure he was yet per- 
teftly recovered from,, came again into 
her mind ;/ but this alfo vanilhed,. on re- 
membring the hopes lady Trufty had 
given her, yet ftill fhe was difcontented,. 
though fhe knew not well at what. — In 
fine, fhe was fo little aecuflomed to re- 
fled much on any thing, much lefs to be 
alone, that it became extremely irkfome 
to her. — " What a wikjernefs is this 
*^ houfe !'* cried fhe to herfelf. — '« What 
^* a frightful follitude ! — One would 
*< think all the world knew lady MeHafin 
*'* and mifs Flora were gone, that nobody 
'* comes near the door. — How flill ? — 
*' How quiet is every thing ?"—• Thea 
would fhe flart from her chair,:, meafure 
how many paces were in the room, — 
look at one pifture, — then on another^ 
— then on her own refemblanrce in the 
great glafs -, — but all this would, not do^ 
•— fhe wanted fomebody to tall^ ^^^ 
fomething new to amufeher^lFwi 
^ I wonder," faid fhe, " what is 
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*« of Trueworth, — I have not feen him 
**' thefe three days, — indeed I ufeci him 
" a little ill it our laft conveifation j — 
" but what of that ? If he loves me, as 
" well as he profefles, he will not fure 
" pretend to be affronted at any thing I 
^' do. ^— ^My brother dcfires me to give 
" his compliriients, buft if the man will 
*' not come to receive thfem, 'tis none of 
*' my fault ;— ^yet after all,*' continued 
flie, having paufed a little, " what pri- 
*' vilege has our fex to infult and tyra- 
'' nize over the men ? — It is certainly 
*' both ungenerous and ungrateful to ufe 
'« thqm the worfe, for ufmg us, perhaps, 
*' betxer than we deferve. — Mr, True- 
*' woirth ii a man of fehfe, and, if I were 
*^« in hi^ place, I would not uke fuch 
*« treatment from any woman in the 
*' world. — -I could not much blame him 
*' if he never faw me more. — Well, — 
^' when next he comes, I will, however, 
** behave to him with inorerefpeft/' 

Thus did the diftates of a truly reafon* 

Je woman^ and the idle huniour of a 

iji coquette, prevail by turns over her 

ftuating mind : — her adventure at^ 

** Forward's came freih into her head; 

; was in foine monrients angry with 

frtieworth for offering his advice ; 

"="•8, more angry^with herfelf, for 

not 
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not having taken it. •-- She remained in 
this perpkxity till a rervaQt^ finding it 
grew late, and that his mafter did not 
fup at home, came in, and alked /her if 
ihe would not pleafe to have the cloth 
iaiid, to which* fhe arifwered, with all 
her heart ; on which, the table being im- 
jmediately Ipread, Ihe eat of fbmething 
'thlt was there, and foon after went to 
bed, where, 'tis probable, fhe loft in fleep, 
both all the pleafure^aftd the. pain of her 
paft meditations. 

Mr. Goodman was all this while, as 
well for feveral fucceeding days alfo, bu- 
fily employed on an affair no lefs difa- 

greeable than it was new to him ; but by 
le diligence and adrpithefs of his Mwyer, 
he got the affidavits', the warrant, and 
every thing necefTary for the "intended 
profecution of Marplus and lady Mcllafin, 
ready mucli ^ fooner than many others 
would have done* or hq himfelf had ex- 
pefted. 

The fatigue and perplexity he was un- 
der was indeed vei^y great, as may be 
eafily fuppofed, yet did it not render him 
negleftful of mifs Betfy:* — (he had>dQ- 
fired him to fpeak to her brother on ,B$^ 
account, and he did fo the firft oppoi^ 
nity,— not as if the thing had been- 




'*' -■'. 
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tioned by her, but as if he, in the prefent 
iituation ofjj^is family, thought her remo- 
val convenient. 

Mr. Thoijghtlef^t from what iiia fifter 
had faid, expeded hefliouldpne time or 
^ther be fpok^ more plainly to upon 
'that fubjed, had prcparai himfelf with 
an anfwer ;, -^ he told mr. Goodman, 
that nothing could have been more latis- 
faftory to him, than to^ have his fifter 
with him, if her being fo were any ways 
proper ;—" but," laid he, *' as I am 
■** a fingle man, I fhall have a crowd of 
>' gay young fellows continually coming 
<' to my houfe, and I cannot anfwer that 
<' all of them would be able to i>ehave 
*' with that ftrift decorum, which I fliould 
*' wifh to fee always obferved towards a 
** perfon fo near to me : — her prefence, 
** perhaps, might be fome dieck upon 
* * them, and theirs no lefs difagreeable 
« to her. — In fine, mr. Goodman," 
continued he, " it is a thing wholly in- 
*' confiftent with that freedom I propofe 
** to live in, and I would not have her 

^« think on it.'* ^ 

«■ 

It was not that this gentleman wanted 

natural afFe&ion for his fifter, that he re- 

:6ifed what he was f^nfible Ihe fo much 

Srcd, but he was at prefent fo circum- 

^^Ma » ftanced. 
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ftanccd, that to have complied would^ 
under a (hew of kindnefs, lj|jf e done her 
a real injury. — He had brought with him 
a young and very beautiful miftrefs from 
Paris, of whom he was fond, and jealous 
to that extravagant degree, that he could 
fcarce fufFer her a moment from his fight: 
— he had promifed her the fole command 
of his houfe and fervants, and that flic 
(hould appear as his wife in e)l refpeds 
except the name. — How could he, there- 
fore bring home a filler, who had a right 
to, and doubtlels would have claimed all 
thofe privileges another was already in 
pofleffion of } — And how would it have 
agreed with the character of .^ ' virtuous 
young lady, to have lived i'tt the fanlc 
houfe with a woman kept by ^ her brother 
as his miftrefs ? 

But this was a fecret mifs Betfy was as 

yet^whoUy unacquainted with -, and when 

mr. Goodman repeated to her what hiad 

palled between them, on her fcore, and 

the excufe her brother had made for not 

complying with the propofal, fhe thought 

it fo weak, and withal fo unkind^ that 

fhe could not forbear burfting into tears : 

-*- the good-natured old gentlemarTcr^ 

not fee her thus afflifted without I: 

extremely concerned, and faying • 

kind things to pacify her : — «' 1 

a - 
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" weep," faid he, ^* I will make it my 
^ bufmcfs,*- aay myiftudy, to procure 
^' fome place where you may be '^b6arded 
H to youl'fatisfaiftion.'* .— " I beg, fir^** 
*> that you will not miftake my meaningi 
ft — ^ I do affure you, Tir, I am not wan:- 
<« ing in feivfAiUty of your goodnefs to 
** all our femily* and tome in particular, 
** — ^ I muft indeed be ftrangely (tepid 
«* not tp think myfelf haj^y uitder the 
" proteflion of a geiuleman of fo humane 
«' and benign a di^ofitioii; -^ Ni), firi 
«« beperfwaded there is no houfe inLon- 
** don, except that of an own brother, I 
** Would pre^fer to yours -, — I wilt, there- 
^^}£oJ:e^~\9kK your permiflion, <x)ntiriue 
**;here, nor entertain the leaft thought of 
** removing, unlefe fome accident yet un-^ 
•* forefeen oblige me to it/* 

I . . . . - ,. 

Mr. Goodman then tdld her, ^ that h^ 

fliould be glad fhe would always do what ^ 

was^ tnoft for her own eafe« This was all 

the difcourfe they had upon this head, 

and when miis Betfy began to coirflder 

fcriouflyon the behaviour both^of lady 

^Uafin and mifs Flofa, Ihefouhd • therfe 

»; little reafon for her to regret ^e Ids 

*" ^-r fociety •, — nor that flie oii]ght t<^ 

•nr. Goodman's houfe lefs agree^fe 

ir being out of it ; -r-^ flit received 

^ as fhe approved of, who had 

TT. JC come 
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com^ to vUit them, and by doing fo were 
acquainted \v;ith her^ and as to thoie, who 
vifited herfelf in particular, it was the 
fame as ever. -— Mr. Goodman's kinfwo- 
^an, now his houfekeeper, was a well- 
brc49 accj^mplifhed yroman, and a chear- 
ful agreeable companion; — fhe ieemed 
iiudious to oblige her \ — r^Uthe forvants 
iwere ready to do every thing flic defired, 
and it Would have been difficult for her to 
Jiavc found any place where flie could 
have been better accommodated, or h^vc 
had more caufe to be contented ; and (he 
WQyld doubtlefe have thou^tjierlelf more 
happy, than ihe had ever been fince her 
coming to mr. Goodman's, if other things 
pf a different nature had net given her 
fprne ).inqy iet. momi^s* 






But befides the unkindnefs of one bre* 
thcr, on whom flie had built the moft 
pleafing hopes, and the indiipofition of 
.mother, for whom fhe had a very great 
Itffeftion, the late behaviour of mr. True- 
worth gave her much matter of mortifi- 
cation : -*- ihe had not feen him for up- 
wards of a week^ — • fhe imputed thk ab- 
sence to the rebuff flie had given hiio^. at 
jhis lafl: vifit ; and though fhe cou}(]^it 
nvoid confefllng in her heart, thatjB^^ 
t:re2(t^ hifn neither ;a3 a gentleman,! ii 
iriend, . yet ]ier vanity having tx 
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hat he was incapable of refencing any 
:hing Ihe did, received a prodigious 
liock by the difappoiatment it now fuf» 
:ained. 



CHAP. XVIL 

Contains ontyjucb Things as the reader 
might reafonabty expeSi to have been 
informed of before. 

IT was the fate of mifs Betfy to attraft 
a gnoat number of admirers, but never 
to keq> alive, for any length of time, the 
flame me had infpired them with. —Whe- 
ther this was owing to the inamftancy of 
the addreflers, or tlie ill conduft of the 
perfon addrefled, cannot abfolutely be de- 
termined; but it is highly probable, that 
both'thefe motives might fometimes con- 
cur to the lofing her 10 many conquefts. 
— Mr/ Trueworth had been the moft af- 
liduous, and alfo the moft perfevering of 
all, that had ever yet wore 1^ chains v — 
his; love, had f?oqipelled his judgment to 
pay^ an jyipfi^it obedknce to her will ; — 
t^ i;:^ J j^ljQjj^^ to.liuifitour all the little 

■ jahcies of hensftiUper,. and affefted 

m^T ^y at what" his l^^on could 

•^prove v*r— he A|M||flattered 

K 2 wF himfclf, 
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himfclf, that all that was blameworthy in 
her wonM wear off by degrees, and that 
every error would be her lalt, *till a lottg 
fucceflion of repeated inadvertencies made 
him firft begin to fear, and then -to be 
convinced, that however innocent (he 
might be in faft, her manner of behavi- 
our would ai ' fuit wilih/thc* charafter he 
wilhed ^ fbould alw;ays be mainlined by 
the woman he made choice bf for ^ wife. 

His meeting her at mift Fbrwii^*s,* — 
her obftinate perftfting in goiog to thtf 
play '\i7ith that abandbriSd b*eattirdr, 'after 
the remqfxftrances he had rriadf IftiP pn 
that fcore, — her' returning hpttic fe late, 
^nd in diforder, conduced by a ftrangcr, 
-^in fine, what he faw himfelf, and had 
been told, concerning the proceedings 
of that night, gave the finilhing ftroke to 
all his hopes, that fhe would ever, at 
leaft while youth and 'beauty lailjed, be 
brought to a juft ienfibilit^ of tljc faJfliion 
in which fhe ought to aft. 

If the letter, contrived and fcnt by the 
mifchievous mifs Flora, liadteacHid his 
hands but two days fooner. It wpuld hive 
had no other efFeft upon him^ tha& tetbi^ 
him fpurn the inveftive fcroU 
feet, and wifli to ferve the authpi^' 
feme manner i but poor mifr 
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J^y her own mifmanagement^ prepared his 
heart to receive my impreffions to hep 
prejudice, yet was the fcandal it contaijied 
of lb grofs a kind, that he could not pre- 
fcntly give into thp belief of it, — " Good 
'« God!" cried he, " it is impoffibk ;— if 
*' fhc has fo little fenfe of honour, or re- 
*^ putation, as the Ughtnefs of her car- 
-" riage makes fome people too ready to 
>' imagine^ lier very pride is fufficient to 
*' fecure her virtue : -. — fhe would not, — 
'* could not condefcend to the embraces 
-^« of atnan, who thought fo meanly of 
*' her, as to atterftpt the gaining her on 
^^' wmf. other fcore than that of marriage ! 
** — and yet,*' purfued he, after ^ paufe, 
** who knows, but that very pride, which 
. *' fe«na to be her defence, may have 
•' ctmtributed to hfer fall ? — She has va- 
,** liity enou^ to imagine jDbe may a6t 
.*^^^nrhi» itopitolty <^hat flic would con- 
:**;.tfet3an ^ ii> others* •^— She might fancy^ 

**:as:iht Bofctifays,. 

^ ♦'' ■ 

* ' ') ■ ■ . . > • • 

<« That faultlefs form could aft rtov 
" crime, 
,. •* &it hcav'n, on looking on it, muit 

- ;^< ibigivc/' J . . , •■ 

^iJi • • 1 -. ^ ;l I ' '1 ' 

n^ ^hylthtaii** cGntmucdhe, '« fliould 

Ae foolifli remains of that tendernefs I 

ce had for her make nie ftill hefitat^ 

K I ^ ti> 
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** to believe her guilty ? — No, — no, 
** the account before me has too much 
*^ the face of truth; — it jis too circum- 
*' ftantial to be the work of meer inven- 
** ticn. — No one woyld forge a lie, and 
*' at the fame time prefent the means of 
'* detefting it to be lo. — Here is the vil- 
** lage fpecified, — the nurfe*s namc,-^ 
** a particular direction how I may con- 
" vince myfclf of the fliameful truth. — 
" There is no room to doubt.'* 

To ftrengthen the opinion he tmd now 
of her guilt, the words mifs Florajwd 
faid to him, returned to his remembjMt^, 
— " That there was a time when- inrfs 
**. Bctfy had trufted her with her deareft 
♦' fecrets.** — " Her deareft fecrets !** 
cried he : «-^ ^* What fecrets can a virtuous 
^< young iady have, that fhun ihc light, 
^^ and requirt fo much fidelity in the coh- 
•* cealmiiK of I — No, — na, ~^ it tnuft 
" be this mifs Flora meaned b^idiai cm"- 
** phatic expreffion. — The 'oQier could 
*« not hide the confequence of Irer (hame- 
*« ful paflion from the family ;•— lady 
" Meliafin and mifs Flora muft knoiW it, 
^ and perhaps jnany more, i^ha, wliile 
" they were witnefles of thetefoeft I 
" her, laughed at the folly* or ^^ 
** credulity.'' 




Mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 199 



Thus at fome times did he believe her 
no lefs guilty^ than the letter faid^ but at 
others, fentiments of a different nature 
prevailed, arid pleaded in her favour ; -r- 
her adventure with the gentleman com- 
moner at Oxford came into his heacj : — - 
*' If the two great gaiety of her temper,^' 
faid he, " led her into a danger, fhe then 
* ' hadi:ourage and virtue to extricate herfelf 
*.' out of it.'' — He alfo recolle<5led feveral 
cxprcflions Ihe had cafually let fall, tefti- 
fying Jipr difdain and abhorrence of every 
thing that had the leaft appearance' pf.in- 
cy ; — but then relapfipg into hii 
cfil^ts, — " Yet who," cried he, 

'^ ftin account for accident ? — ^ 

". flii might in one iihguarded moment 
*^ grant what in another fl>e would blufb 
" to think of." 

How terrible is jiie fituatioaof a lover, 
:^h0 endeavours all he can to reconcile 
hif reafon to his paffion,, yet to which 
Jii|e foever he bends his thoughts, finds 
t^m things fo diametricaUy oppofite and 
incpmpatible, that either the one or the 
other muft be totally renounced. — WiL- 
^ng therefore xq take ^he party, which 
Ipuld heft become his honour and r^pu- 
n, mr. Trueworth refelved to banifti 

m his ^ind all the ideas of thofe ami^ 
/^ . K4 i% able 
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able qualities he had admired in mi& 
Bctfy, and remember only thofe which 
gave him occafion for difguft. 

But this was a tafk not fo eafy to be 
accomplifhSd as he imagined ; for though 
the irregularity of mifs Betfy's conduft 
was of itfelf fufficient to deter him from « 
Itiarriage with her, yet he found he ftood ( 
in need of all helps to enable Mm to 
drive that once fo pkafirig objc6t entirely 
from his mind. * 

To be therefore more fully confirmed 
how utterly unworthy jfliS Was of his rtf 
gard^ 'tn^n eould be. madrf by thi^ 
anpnyrnous ^ccufation, he went in perfon 
down to Denhaip, where following the 
direftipns given liim in the letter, the 
cottage where Goody Bufhman lived wa^ 
prefently pointed out to h^, by the firft / 
perfon he enquired <if . ---^'^* So far, at 
** leaft,** faid he to'himfelfy^* thc^letter- 
^* writer has told truth/' — ff e then fent 
his fervant with the horfes td wait his re* i 
turn at a public houfe in the village, and 
walked towards the placihe caipe in fearcb 
•of. ,— 

He found the fionefl: country w 
holding a chiW in ter arms on ow5 
of the -ftre, — two* rofy boys w«je 

r % op 




TOpofite to her, with each a great pieces 
ei bread and butter in his hand. — At 
figh^ of a " ftrange g,entleman fhe • got off 
her feat, and dropping a JowJ^curtefy,. 
cried, "^ Do. you pleafe to Want my hus- 
*' band, fir ?'' — « No,**;fard mr. True- 
worth, " my bufinefs is with you,* if you< 
♦* are mrs. Buftinian.** — ^.Gopdy Bufli* 
*' man, an't pleafe you; fir,*V replied fhe.. 
f— And jthen bidding the boys get furtheir 
front the cWmney,* rtached[hiui the Thand* 
fomeft joint-ftool her cottage* afforded for 
him'^hifit dowm Iv 

Hetpl^jhprf d^chehada kiifwomtn;^ 
who had^i^e thoughts of putting a child i 
to nurle tnto, the country,-—^ that fhe h,ad* 
bcen^recc3mii[|ntted; — **^ but,''faid he^ 
** can We ^ave nothing tg driSk togc- 
; «* ther ? •^— ^What Ibrt of liquor does this 
"" part of thc^orld ^afford,'*' — " Al^k 
** fir^'* replied fhe, "you fine, ge^tlemen,^ 
** njayl^ap, may like nothing* but wine,, 
*^ and there is noiie to,be Jaad any nc*er 
** than Uxbridge. '* --^ ^ Ngr cyder,.'* 
.cried he. •^— '.^ I am dliHEid n6fle . good** 
ri^Ked fhe, *' but tfiere is pu^e good ale 
' *' down the lane, if your honour, could 
cfJ^ fbihk that" — " It is all one «l me,'* 
^^dtmr, True worth, '* if^ou like it your*^ 
"^ "T>» ._ Then, turning, to him who 
dJfcft eldcfl of the* two boys,, ^t 
K 5 • ^ ^ fuppofcy, 
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" fuppofe, my lad/* continu^^ne, "you 
" can procure us a tankard of this fame 
" ak." — " Yes, fir," cried^ his mother, 
haftily,. '«^ go to Philpot's, and bid them 
" fend a can of their beft ale, and, do 
" you h^ar, defire my dame to draw it 
5' herfelf.'* — Mr. Trueworth then gav^ 
the boy fome money, and he went oii 
his errand, ' prudently taking with hinl 
a largp flice of bread that happened to lie 
upon the dreflen ^,.. 

*^ That IS a fine child you have in your 
*^ lap," faid^ mr. Tryewptth, " is it your 
«/own ?H.^« No, fir,** anfw^red fhe,— 
V*' this is a youag Londoner.**. — *^ Some 
. f^. wealthy citizen's, I fin^pode,** rejoined 
he. •— ' V No, by my truly, fir," faid flie, 
*^ it has neither father nOr mother, and 
•^ belike muft have gone to the parifh;' 
" if a good fweet young lady had- not 
*' taken pity of it, and giv^en it me to 
" nurfe 5 and, would you think it, fir, 
^^ is as kind to it, and pays aspun£hially 
*' for it, as if it were her'oWn. — Mjr 
•' husband goes up to London every 
f * month to receive the money, and (he 
3^*' ne|£r lets him come home without it, 
anagive him over and above fix-] 
or a fiiilling^ to drink upon the 
" —-poor man, — he loves afep bfi 
_" ale dearly, >— that's aU his f* 
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^ though I <»nnot fay he ever negledts 
•* his bufinefs 5 — he is up early and 
" dowii late, and does a power of work 
^* for a little money. -— Sir Roger Hill 
** will employ nobpdy but him^ and good 
" reafbn, beeaufe he makes- him take 
whatever he pleafes, and Aat is little 
enough, God knows, for he is a hard 
^* man, and if it were notfor my nur- 
•' fing^ \<re could not make both ends 
** meet, as the layitftg is^ ■— buthe is 
<< our landlord^ and we dare not difoblige 

*^ him/^ r : 

This kmocenj countrywoman would 
probably have run on with the whole de- 
tail of her family affairs,, if mr. True- 
worth, defiipus of turning the tide of her 
communicative difpofition into a channel 
• more fatisfadtory to his curtofity, had 
not interrupted her. 

• ■ - r 

4 

** This is a very extraordinary charity 
« you have been telling me. of,", faid he;, 
^* e^cially in a youi^g lady.; — - fhe muft 
** certainly be fomewhat of kin to the 
" child," — " None in the varfal world; 
" fir," anfwered Ihe, ** only her god* 
*^ mother." — The boy now bringpig in 
jalcy mr. Trueworth was obliged to 
i) it, and teflify fome fort of aj^ro-* 
as the good woman had praifed 
K 6 it 
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it fo much ; ' but he made Her drink a 
hearty draught of it, after whfchiv « And 
** pray,'* j^efumed lie, what ifr thfe name 
** of the child ?" —. ^* O fir,'* Yeplied ftie, 
^^ the lady has given it her pwn ^lairie, 
" Betfy ; -^ i^ is called mife Betfy 
" Thou^hdefs herfelif, -^ though (he is a 
^^ woman ^own, and might have had a 
^ xrfiiW or two of her own ; — bM you 
^ know, »fiF, • they ai« all called mife *dll 
« dicy^e-marfie4'*' ^^ 

Mr. True worth in the prefent difcif- 
bance * of his thoughts making no reply, 
ihe went on :-^ *^^teis a fweet young 
" lady, I can tell you, fir," faidihe; 
** I never faw her but once, and that 
^' was when I went t6 fetch the child,— 
f * fhe ufed me with fo much faHliliarity,— 
not. a bit proifd, — ^ charged me to take 
care of her little Betfy, and told me, 
** if (he lived, I fliould keep her till flie 
** was big enough to- go to fchoolv'— 
♦*^ and told me, fte would have her karn 
♦* to writer and read> and work y—i 
ff^ then &it i^rould put her 'prentice U 
♦* mantua-m^ker, or a milliner, or fo 
*^ fuch pretty trade, — and then ~ 
^^ kngpvs, fir," continued ftic, holdi 
the child at arms length, and; danc 
** blit fome great sentlem^h' 
^ maj fall in loVe with my^liltJ 
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** and I may live to fee her ride in her 

*^ coach? 1 warrant fhe will make 

** nmch oflicr old nurfe." 






i «" 



cThere are many ffcrange things hap . 
«* pefr in the world, indeed^'* faid mr. 
Troei^ortih, with a figh. After which, 
chif^ng there was no farther difcovery 
to be made, he ro& up to go away ; but 
feeing the change of the money he had 
ient by the boy for the* beer, lie upon 
the table, he gave it to him, faying, 
** Kfere, my good boy,, take this, and 
*' divide it with your brother, , to buy 
^*> apples." — Then turning to the,nurlfi 
took his leave of her with this compli 
ment, *' Well, mrs. Bulhman, I believe 
y<m are a very honeft careful woman, 
and ihall not fail to remember you 
** whenever it con^s in my way. --^ In 
^ ** the mean time," added he, putting a 
crown-piece into h(^ hands, '< take this, 
*'" ^id make merry with your huibaind.*' 
— The poor woman was fp trahfpoVted, 

that fhe Iknew' not haW to thank him fuf- 

• 

fideiitly, — fhe made twenty curtefies,— - 
crying, ** Heavea blefs vou,. fir ; -^ you 
v*^ are a right noble gentleman Lam fure* 
" — ^ Marry fuch guefts come nc^ every 
** day." — And with fuch lik^expreffions. 
, J v^af ^gratitude, followed him 'till he was 
out of hearing.. 

Wh^ 
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What now could this enquiring lover 
think ? — Where was the leaft room for 
any conjefture in favour of mifs^ hfiX^Ys 
innocence, to gain entrance into his 
breaft ? — He had feen the child, r^ had 
heard by whom, and in what tnzsjam^ it 
was delivered : — the charge given widi 
it, and the promiles made for its future 
proteftion, and whether the nurfe was 
really fo weak as to be impbfed upon by 
this pretence of charity, or whether bribed 
to impofe it upon others,. thefa<5):, asre^^ 
lated in the letter,, appeared to him fo 
plain," from every circumftance, asjtoad^ 
mit no poflihility of a doubt. _ 

A marriage widi mife Betfy was, there* 
fore; now quite out of the queftion with 
him i -— the faihion of entirely breaking 
with her, was the only thing that puzzled 
him. — Loth be was to repoach her with 
the caufc, and equally loth to be deemed 
ib inconftant, as to quit her without a 
jufti^able one. — He remained in this di^ 
lemma for the Ipace of two days, at the 
expiration of wWch, aficer much defaatrng 
within himfelf, be wrote, and fent to hd^ 
by a fcrvant, the following epiftle : 
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-^ To mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 

* Madam, 

* ^T^H E veiy ill fuccefs I have met with; 
'in the only bufinefs which brought 

* me to lliis town, has determined me to 

* quit it with all poflible expedition, and 

* not to think of a return, 'till I find my^ 

* felf in a dilpofition more capable of re- 

* lifhing its pleafures. ' You hare given 

* n^, madam, too many inftahces how 
« little agreeable my prefence has eve|- 
« been, not to convince me, that I ftand 
vin no need of an apology four not wait- 
« ing on you in perfon, and that thia 

* diftant way of taking my leave will be 

* lefs unwelcome to you than a vifitj^ 

* which perhaps would only have inter- 

* rupted youi* more gay amufements, and 

* broke in, for fonie moments, on that 

* round* of pleafures, with which you arc 

* perpetually eiicompafled. — May you 

* long enjoy all the felicities the mfhioh 
« you chufe to live in can bcftow, while 
■^ I retire to folitude, ^nd loft in contem- 

* plation, on fome late aftonifhing occur- 

* rences, cry out with the poet : 

: ** There is no wonder, or elfe all is 
>l*l?- "wonder.*.' 

«If 
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< If I fpeak in .riddles, a very fmallrc* 

< trofpedt on fome remarkable paflages in 

* your own conduft will ferve for the fo- 

* lution ; — • but that might' prd^ably be 
' impofii% on yourfelf too great a task, 

< — I {hall therefore trouble ycto no far- 

* ther than to affur6 you, that though I 

* -ceife to fee you» I ftiall nfevcfr ceafe to. 
.•' be,; ■ ■'" » .■ : . i ^ ■ 

* ^With the inoft friendly wiftiev 

. ^. < Madam, 

* Your vety humble ^ 

• ' * C. Trueworth,?* 

Mr, Trueworth having di^atched this 
fctter, which be doubted riot but woiild 
finiih all his concerns With mife Betfy, 
thought he had nothing more to do,.thaft. 
tx) toHe leave of the frifchds he had ia 
towiH and retire to his^feiat in the couotryw 
and there en^avoyr tq lofe the i^cmdim 
brance of all that had been difpkafin^to.. 
him fmce he left It. ^ 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Is ofveryfmall import ance^ yet cent aim 
fucb things as the reader may txpeSl 
to bear. 



Ty HILE mr. Truewofth was employ- 
^^ ing himfelf in eaj;ploring the truth 
of mtfs Betfy's imaginary crime, and 
hunting after fecrets to render her moroii 
unworthy of his love, that young lady's 
head was no lefs taken up with him, 
thou^ in a widely diflferent manner ; — . 
ihe wanted not a juft fenfe of .the merits, 
both of his perfbn and pafllon; and thmigh 
a plurality of lovers, the power of fl^f^ 
tering \ the timid with- vain hopes, and 
,awi?]igt the proudeft into fubmiffion, feem- 
ed to her a greater triumj5h, thaui to be 
the wife of the moll deferving <nan on 
earth, yet when Ihe confulted her heart, 
ihe found, and avowed within herfelf, fhe 
CQgJ^ part with that triumph, with lefs 
reluftance in favour of mr. Truewortb, 
than of any other fhe yet had feen. 

i§^ His abfence, therefore, and the ftran^ 
!gle€l he teftified in not fending to ac- 
quaint 
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quaint her with the caufe, gave her aj 
much inquietude, as a perfon of her hu- 
mour could be capable of feeling j — but 
whether it proceeded in reality from the 
firft fhootings of a growing inclinatioo, 
cJr from that vanity, which made her 
dread the lofs of fo accomplifhed a lover, 
caiuiot be- eafily determined ) — but to 
which fbever of thefe caufes it was ow- 
ing, I think we may be pretty certain, 
that had he vifited her in the fituatioh 
her mind then was, he would have had 
no reafon to complain of his reception* 

She never went abroad widiout flatter- 
ing herfelf with th? expeftation of hear- 
ing, on her, retura home, that he had 
been there, or at leaft that fome letter or 
meflage from him had been left for her, 
and every diiappointm^it involved, her in 
frcfh perplexity. — In fine,^ if flic bad 
conjfidered him with half that juft regard, 
while he continued to think . her wordiy 
c^ his affedions, as fhe was beginning to 
do when he was endeavouring to drive aQ 
favourable ideas of her fromhis mind, 
they might both have b^n as.happjiiafi 
at prefent they were the contrary. 



She had been with mifsL I^i 
two other ladies of her acqij^n 
fee that excellent comedy^,, c 
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Carelefs Hufband : — - (he was very much 
iafFeited with fome fcenes in it 5 •— Ihe 
imagined fhe faw herfelf in the charafter 
of lady Betty Modifh, and mr. Truewoith 
in that of lord Morelove, and came home 
full of the moft feribus refleftions, on tlie 
folly of indulging an idle vanity, at th6 
expence of a man of honour and fince- 
rity. — She was no foorier within the 
doors, than the letter above-menti<M\ed 
was put into her hands ; — as they told 
her, it had been l6ft for her in the begin- 
ning of the evening, by Ofte of mr. True* 
worth V fervMts, and (He knew, both by 
the fuperfcription, and device on the fcal, 
that it came from that gentleman, Ihe 
ran haftily up ftairs to her chamber, in 
order to examine the contents ; — but 
what flutterings feized her heart! — • 
What an univetfal agitation diffuied it- 
felf through all her frame, on reiading 
even the firft lines of this cruel epiftle I 
"Good heaven!" cried fhe, "going 
** out of town, — hot to return/*— And 
then having proceeded a little further j — - 
•* ^What," added fhe, ** not fee me be- 
M fore he goes, — fure the man is either 
*f mad, or I am in a dream." 



l:.^ ' 



i^SiommSt^ and fome mi^mireof atendet 
^ri^^ont^ iHxe the firfl emotions of het 
" i but w&cn Jhe came to t^t part of 

thQ 
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the letter, which feemed to reflefl: upon 
her condyft, and the way in which Ihc 
chofeito live, her native haughtinefs re- 
affiimed its former power, and turned her 
all into difdain and rage. — " No retro- 
^'Tpeft^^' faid fhe, " on my own be- 
*< hitviour, can j^ver jufi^ify tla« audacio^ 
5^ repi^ehesf hq treats me with. — -If I 
^' liave been .t?o Wame, it is not his prch 
*' vince to upbraid ^me witji it/' t 

. ' As fhe was entirely ignorant of thft 
bafe artifice had been put in i^mSlm 
agaihft her, 4nd was eoAfci6usi;^f -^a 
fault mr. Trueworth haji tor^pct^f^ ofi 
but that of her goii^ with mift 'dFtfrwai'd 
to the |)lay, after the waifning he-had gi- 
ven her of tHfi dang^, ^ it m^ be ,<*m- 
fefled, fhe had a right to think tjicrpro- 

vocation tooiHght to dcftwirom^ Wm iUeh 
tefeintftil /f«prc<fiws, friuA l«i& t^i&dtioe 
hilil to Abatdoii her. i : / .: v^ 



. " UAgratefal man,** faid fhe, butftirtg 
into tears of mihgled grief and %i€c,'''^Vt^ 
^' ufe me thus^ when I was juft beginning 

to entertain liie kindeft ' thoij^tai 6f 
« him ! — . When J was ready to afcknow«- 

ledge the error I was guilty of, in not 

foHowing his a4viQey;,and:ilvi8L^ 
,:never to threw ttiyfelf 'into^fecj 

reniencies again. ^-*?/Ti»*]^kiiii.*Me 
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** loved me, or he woald not have taken 
*' fo poor, — • fo trifling a pretence to 
•' break with me.*^ 

Thgs, for fome moments, did fhe be- 
wail, ^ as it were, the ill treatment fhe 
thought fhe had received from him.— 
Then Iboking over the Ifetter again, — 
** With whar a nragifteriar air, " cried 
£he, *^ with what an afFeftatidn of fupe- 
** rionty does he conclude ! — With the 
**. mofl ^endly wifhes my" humble fer- 
*' vant. -^ Good Uck ! — friendly! — • 
**• let him carry his friendly wifhes to 
** thgife he may think may receive them 

" as a favour/* 

It • " • - 

' . Upon revolving in her mind all the 
circumftanceis of her behaviour towards 
mr. Trueworth, fhe could find nothing, 
lixcept v^at ,p^ed at his laft vifit, that 
could give him any oceafion for difgufl, 
and even that fhe looked upoil as a very 
infufficient plea for that high refentment 
he'tioW cxpreffed, much, more for his re- 
folving.to throw off a paflion he had a 
tkotofehd and % ^houfand times vowed 
ftiould be zi laflhlg as his life. 

» • ■ • - » 

Tli^ anonymous letter fent her by mifs 

■:^iBi^< fomc tinie fmce,. ' nbw ciame frefh 

\ ^1^, Jbcr mind \ ~- that pafTage in it, 

m:j^^-^' ' which 
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which. infinuated, that mr. Trucworth lud. 
no real defign of manying her, — that 
he but trifled with her, and on the ar- 
rival ot her brothers would find fonic 
pretence or other to break entirely widi 
her, feemcd now to tally ejcadly with his 
pr^fent manner of proceeding, — " The 
** devil," iaid flie, *' niay fome time Ipeak 

- *' truth, — mr. Trueworth has but 
** too well verified the words of that 
** malicious girl, and what flie lierfelf 
^< then thought a fallfcood is now con- 
*' firmed by faft ; w— yet, wherefore," 
crkd ihe a^n, ^' cfid he take all this 
" pains, it he never loved me, — never 
" hoped any rccompence for his diflimu- 
** lation, wnat end could he propofe by . 
*< praftifing it ? -^ What advantage, 
*' what pleafure could it give him to aP 
** front the fitter of his friend, and im- 
** pofe upon the creduUty of a woman 
*' he had no defign upon ?" — It would 
be ^dlefs to repeat the naany contradic- 
tory furmifes, which rofe alternately in 
her diflxafted mind, fo I fhall only fey, 
fhe fought, but the more ihe 'did fo, the 
more fhe became incapable pf fatht^i^ 
the bottom of this myffcrious evenW .« 

The butler was laying the clcHth ip'tiA . 
parlour for fupper when fhe cait^M 

— Mr. Goodman had iffaitcd for her 
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diney thinking fhe might be uiufaieffing, 
and now font to defire Ihe would rome 
dawn ; — but flie begged to be exctifed, 
|k- faid fhe could not eat, and then called 
IbrNanAy, who was the maid that ufually 
attended her in her chamber, to cop|e42p 
and put her to bed. * 

This prating wench, who would always 
know the whole fecrets of every body in 
^he family, whether they thought fit to 
4iia'uft her with them or not^ ufed fre- 
[ucntly to divert mils Betfy with her idle 
bries j but it was not now in her power^ 
— • that young lady had no attention for 
any dii'tig, but the object of her prefent 
meditations, which the other not happen- 
ing to hit upon, was anfwered only with 
peeyifhnefs and ill humour. 

But as every little circumftance, if any 
way adapted to the paflion we at that 
time are pofiefled ^, touches upon the 
jarring ftring, and ferns a miffioner from 
fate -5 aa accident, the - moft trifling that 
caa be imagined^ fcrved to renew in mifs 
Betfy, die next morning, th^ anxieties, 
whidi deep had, in &me mei^re, abated 

A balkd-finger happening to be in the 
^areeti the firft thing flie heard, on her 

^'^' . waking, 
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waking, was theie words, fu^g ui « a i^ 
norous voice, juil under her wif^do^!: 

' Young Philander woo'd ipSiJojaig, 
* I was peevifh, and foi;bad him ; . . . 

< \ would not he^ his ch^rnuog fo^; 
< But no.w I wilh, I wifli I had hiii^/ f] 

Though thi? was . a iibng> ar lt)ijag ;ti|n^ 
much in vogue, ^nd mifs ^etfj^ had c^? 
ally heard it an hundred times, ^ypt in ^ 
humour Ihe now w^s, it be^t aij .a|d(CQ|^ 
upon her heart. — It reminded her, haw 
inconfiderate fhe had been,^ apd fh^wed 
the folly of not knpwiiig ^ow tp plitoe a- 
juft value on anything, 'till it waSjlofti. 
in fuch ftrong colours before her ^jeSi 
as one would fcarce think it poflibki an. 
incident in itfelffo, merely bagatelle cpuld 
have produced. 




Again ihe fell into very deep riefifei 
and divefting herfelf of all paflion^jppii 
and the prejudice her vanity hs^d: bm too 
much infpired her with^, fli^e fquad, that 
though, mr. Trueworth had car^iied his re- 
fentment further tl>aa l?ecaniie -4 .QfmH 
who loved to that degrjCp,. as he^^fr^^fid? 
cd to have done ; yet Ihe could no way 
juftify herfelf to her brother Pranfe.Jljly 
Trufty, or any of tho,^ fpeAdpi^iiyl 

eft 



*?' 




C6 



il^//S Betsy Thoughtless. 217 

cfpoufed his caufe, for having given him 
the provocation. 

To heighten the fplenetic humour (he 
was in^ mr. Goodman, who having been 
taken up with his own aflfairs, had not 
mentioned mr. Trueworth to her for fbme 
days, happened this morning, as they fat 
at breakfaft, to alk her how the court- 
fbip of that gentleman went on, and whe- 
dier there was like to be a wedding, or 
not ? — P(2rceiving v fhe blulhed^ — liung 
down her head, ajid made no anfwer, — • 
Nay, — nay," — faid he, *' I told you 
long ago I would not interfere in thefe 
" matters, and have lefs reafon now than 
*' ever to do fo, as your eldeft brother is 
** in town, and who is doubtlefs capable 
** of advifing you for the beft.*' — Mifs 
Betfy Was in a good deal of confufion ;— • 
fhe knew not as yet whether it would be 
proper for her to acquaint mr. Goodman 
with what had palled between mr. True- 
worth and herfelf, or to be filent on that 
head, 'till fhe fhould fee what a little 
time might bring about. — As fhe was 
thinking in what manner fhe fhould 
r^ly, mr. Goodman's lawyer, luckily {pf 
her reli«f, came in, and put an end to' a 
difcourfe, which, ir* the prefent fituation 
i^ her mind, fhe was very unfit to bear a 
^ly^rtin. 
p Vox.. II, JL But 
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But as if this was to be a day of 
tinued admonitions to mifs Betfy, fh< 
no fooner dreft, and ready, to quit 
chamber, than Ihe heard mifs Mi 
voice upon the ftairs. — As that y 
lady was not accuftomed to maJ^e 
any morning vifits, Ihe was a littU 
prifed ; — ftie jai)<iiowever to meet 
faying, *' This is a favour I did no 
*' peft, and'therefore have the more 
*' to thank you/* -^ " I do not kn 
replied the other, as flip entered the r 
whether you will think I deferve tl 
or not, when you hear the buOnefi 
** brought me -, for I aflure- you J 
*' come only to chide you,** — " I thi 
faid mifs Betfy, with a figh, " th; 
" the world takes the liberty of doii 
*' with me \ but pray, my dear,** 
tinued (he, " how am I fo unhapj 
*^ to deferve it from you ?" • 

*' Why you muft know,'* replied 
Mabel, '* that I have taken upon r 
be the champion of diftrefe'd love 
ypu have broken a fine gentler 
," heart, and I am come to tell 
that you muft either make it n 
again, as it was before he faw yoi 
repair the damage he has fuftain^ 
giving him your own.'*-— " 1 1! 
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not guilty," faid mifs Betfy, in a tone 

fomewhat more fprightly than before, 

but pray, who has gained ib great an 

influence over you^ as to fend you on 

fo doughty an errand ?" — ** No, my 

^^ dear, you are quite miftaken in the 

^^^' matter," replied the other, — " I af- 

'^ fu'rc you I am not lent, — I Sfm only 

'* led by my own generofity, and the fight 

•«• of poor mr. Trueworth's defpair." — 

'^* Trueworth !" cried mifs Betfy haftily, 

*' What do you mean ?'' — *' I mean," 

replied the other, " to engage you, if 

'' the little rhetoric I am miftrefs of can 

^' prevail^ on you to confidcr, that whi'e 

^* we ufe a man of fenfe and honour ill, 

,*' we dp ourfelves a real injury; — The 

" love our beauty has infpired, may, for 

" a time, fecure our power, but it will 

grow weaker by degrees, and every 

little coquette air we give ourfelves, 

leflen the value of our charms. — I 

know there is at prefent fome very 

great brulee between you and mr. 

Trueworth -, — he is a match every 

way deferving of you, — he has the 

approbation of all your friends, and I 

have heard you acknowledge, you are 

ot infenfible'of his merit; to what 

'^. then do you ftudy to perplex and 

e unneceffary pain to a heart, which 

• according to all appearances^ 

L 2 " will 
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will one day take a pri^e in renderin; 
happy ?'* 
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" This is an extreme fine harangue 
indeed,** replied mifs Betfy^ *' but 1 
would fain know for what reafon it i 
direfted to me ; — if mr. Truewortl 
imagines I have ufed him ill, I thinl 
it no proof of his underftanding^ ti 
make a proclamation of it ; • — but, fo 
heaven's fake, how came you to b 
the confidante ot his complaints ?** 



« Indeed I have not that honour,** fai 
mifs Mabel -, * finding' my felf a little i 
this morning, I thought the air woxfl 
do me good, fo went into the pari 
taking only a little girl with me, wh 
lives at the next door, becaufe I Vroul 
not go quite alone-, being in theddh? 
bille you fee, I crofled the grafs^ an 
was pafling towards the back of tl 
bird-cage walk, where who Ihouid"! f( 
among the trees but mr. Tnie^rti 
if I may call the objcft that then ' pfi 
fented itfelf to me by that name ; 6 
indeed, mifs Betfy, the poor geiltlenK 
feems no more than the ftiadow of hin 
felf — He fa;w me af la diftaj^e, ar 
I believe would have avoided irAtj tj 
perceiving my eyes were updii* 
cleared up his countenance, ^JMClli 
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* he was able, and accofted me with the 

* ufual falutations of the morning. — * It 
*' Is fqmewhat furprifing, mad^m/ iaid 

* he, with an air/ of as much gallantry as 

* hp could aflfume, ' to find a lady fo 
**, jv^ftly entitled to the admiration of the 
'' worlds as mifs Mabel is, fhun Jhe gay 
** company of the Mall, and c^bfe an 
/' unfrequented walk, like this.' — ' I 
*' might retort the fame exclamation of 
** furprifc,' replied 1, ' at fo unexpedied- 

* " ly meeting with, mr/ Trueworth here.* 

;« After tills, ^ you know, my dear/ 
continued fhe, * I hare lately^ on your 
« account, had. the pltufure pretty often cl*^ 
' mr Trueworth's company, I took the 

* liberty ta afik him \Ybere he had buHed 
vhimfdf, that I had not feea hirn for fa 
! many . days : • — • to which he anfwered,r 

* not without .a confufion, which I faw 
« he attempted, though in vain, tp con- 

* ceal from me, — * Yes,^ madam, I have 
** indeed been buried from all ple^fure,. 
«^' — have been fwallowed up in affairs 
** littje lefs tormenting than thofe of the 
5* grave ; — but^* added he, * they are 
*f now over, and I am preparing to re- 
^* turn to my country-feat, where I hope 
'^^^. to re-enjoy that tranquility^ which, fmce 

^|f ' my leaving it, has been pretty much 
. Jf* difturbed.* 
^^- L 2 ' ^Nothing. 
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* Nothing could, equalmy aftonilhment, 
at hearing him fpeak in this manner: 

— To your country feat!* cried I •, 
not to continue there for any long 
time !' — 'I know not as yet, rfiadam/ 
repli^ he, and then, after a paufe, 
perl^l^s forever,' added he. •^- * Blefs 
me,' laid I, ' this is flrange indeed^ — 
mils Betfy did not tell me a ^vord of 
it, and I faw her* but laft night/ — 

* She might not then know it, madam,' 
anfwered he -, ' but if ihe had, I am 

' not vain enough to imagine, fhe would 

• think a trifle, fuch as my departure, 
' worth the pains of n^ntioning/ 

* 1 then^' purfued mifs Mabel, ^en- 
deavoured to rally him out of 'this hu- 
mour. *— After having told ium, 
I had a better opinion of your under- 
ftanding and generofity, than to be capa- 
ble of believing you thought ~ fo lightly 
of his friendfhip and affeftion, I added, 
that this was only fome Kttle piqiie b©J 
tween you, — - fome jealous whim •, but 
he replied to all I faid on this fubjeft 
with a very grave air, pretended bu- 
finefs, and took his leave' fomewhit 
abruptly, for a man of that politendi,' 
I had till now always obferved m hiixiA 
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^ He carries it with a high hand, in- 

* deed,' cried mils Betfy. j — ' but it is 
' no matter, — I fhall give myfelf no 

* trouble whether he ftays in town, — 

* or whether he goes into the country, — 

* or whether I ever fee him more. -^ 
' What ! — does the man think *to tri- 

* umph over me ?' 

* I do not believe that is the cafe with 
' mr. Trueworth,' faid the difcreet mifs 
Mabel ; ' but I know it is the v/ay of 

* many men to recriminate in this man- 

* ner, — and pray when they do, who 

* can we blame for it but ourfelves in 
' giving them the occafion ? — For my 

* part, I ihould think it an affront to 

* myfelf to encourage the addrefles of a 

' perfon, I did not look upon worthy of . 

* being treated with refpeft.' 

She urged many -arguments to (!onvince 
mifs Betly of the vanity and ill confe- 
quences of trifling with an honourable 
and fmcere paffion, which though no 
more than what that young lady had 
already made ufe<>f to herfelf, and was 
fijily perfwaded in the truth of, fhe was 
not very well pleafed to hear from the 
tnouth of antther. 

L 4 Though 
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Though thefe two ladies perfeftly agreid 
in their fcntiments of virtue and reputa- 
tion, yet their difpofitions and behaviour 
in the affairs of love, were as widely dif- 
ferent, as any two perfons poffibly could 
be-, —-and this it was, which , during the 
courfe oi their acquaintance, gave frequent 
interruptions to that harmony between 
them, which the mutual efleem they had 
for each other's good qualities, would 
otherwife have rendered perpetual. 



CHAP. XIX. 
Is multum in parvo. 

nrHERE is an unaccountable pride in 
human nature, which often gets the 
better of our juftice, and makes us efpoufe 
what we know within ourfelves is wtong» 
rather than appear to be fet right by any 
reafon, except our own. 

Mifs Betfy had too much of thb un* 
happy propenfity in h^ compofitioo. — . 
A very little refleftion enabled her to$» 
clearly enough the miftakes fhe fomctj^ 
fell into; but Ihe could not bear 
ihould be feen by others. ~Mifs 




w^mt only ia eflefl the njoft valuable 
of ^ the young ladies flie .converfed 
witli, but was alfo the moft efteemcd and. 
Jbvedby her, yet was fhe lei^ happy and 
delight;ed in her company, than in that of 
fcveral others, for whom her ^od fenfe . 
would not fufFer her to have the leaft real 
regard. — The truth .is, that though fiie 
was very well convinced of her errors, ia 
relation to dxofe men who profefled them-- 
felves her admirers, yet fhe loved thofe 
errors in herfelf, — thought they were 
pretty,- and ]became her \ — and therefore* 
aj$ Ihe could not as yet refolve to^lter 
her mode of behaviour, was never quitfe;* . 
eafy in the prefence of any one, who aft-; 
ed with 4 prudence Ihe would not be at 
the pains to imitate. 

There were two yqung ladles, who had 
an, apartment in the palace of St. James's, 
their father having an office there,, whp' 
exadUy fuited with her, in the moft vola- 
tile of her morrtents : — they had wit, ~^ 
fpirit, and were gay almoft to wildnefs,^ 
without the leaft mixture of hbertinifiirj,.. 
or indecency.. — How perfedly innpcent *** 
they were, is riot the bulinefs of this hif••^ -? 
tpry to difcufs, but they preferved as good !" 
^ tg ^reputation as their neighbours, and were: 
»;^B5dl relpefted in all public places.. ■' ' ^ 

, . * ♦ 
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There it was mifs Betfy chiefly' fotmd 
an afylum from thofe perplexing thoughts; •< 
which in ipite of her pride, and the in* 
difterence (he had for mankind, would 
fometimes intrude upon her mind on irav 
Trueworth's account ; — • Here fhe was 
Certain of meeting a great variety of com- 
pany, •*— here was all the news and fcan- 
dal the town could furnifh ; — here was 
mufick, — dancing, — feafting, — flattery \ 
*— in fine, here was eveiy thing, that was 

an enemy to care and contemplation. 

• 

. ; Athong the number of thofe, who filled 
the circle of thefe two court belles, there 
was a gentleman named Munden : *— he 
appeared extremely charmed with mifs 
Betfy at firft fight, and after having in- 
formed himfelf of the particulars of her ' 
fkmily and fortune,, took an opportunity, 
as he was conducing her home one nightj 
.to intreat flie would allow him to pay 
his refpefts to her where fhe lived. — 
This was a favour miis Betfy was never 
very fcrupulous of granting, and confented 
now the more readily, as flie thought tlie 
report of a new lover would gall mr. 
Trueworth, who, fhe heard by fome, wha-^ 
had very lately feen him, was not' 



cone out of town. r ' d 
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.Mr. Munden, to teftify the impatience 
kof his love, waited on her the very next 
day, as foon as he thought dinner would 
be aver, at mr. Goodman's : -^- he had 
tbe^ fatisfiaoftion of finding her alone ; 
but. /fearing fhe might not long be fo, 
fuffered but a very tew minutes to efcape 
before ht acxquainted her with the errand 
on. which he came : —r- the i^rms in whicli 
he declared* himfeif her admirer, were as 
pathetic as could be made wfc of f6r the: 
purpofe ; — but though this was no more' 
than mifs Betfy had cxpefted, and would 
have been ftrangely mortified if difap- 
pointed, by his entertaining hereon any 
Qth^r.icor^; yet fliecaffe^ed, at (kit, to 
treat it witli furprife, and then^ en his 
renewing his proteftations, to anfwer all 
he faid with a fort of railtery, in order t^ 
put him to the.more cxpence of oat^s and 
affeveratioos* . r 



%. 



It Js certain, that whoever pretended 
to make his addreflts to mifs Betfy,. flood 
ui need of being previoufly provided with, 
a good flock of repartees, to filence the 
farcafmsof the witty fair, as well as fine) 
^)e^he|i^o engage her to more ferioufnefs. j 
^ilijffl Muijden often found himfelf at: 
lil^^ plus ultra, but was not in the leall 
" icerted at it ; — he was a courti.r^ 

L 6 -*r i^e 
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— he was accuftomed to attend at the 
Icveei of the great, and la»iew T«rf!\¥ell, 
that pcrfons in power feJdora failed to 
cfxercife it over thofe, who bad aUy de- 
pcndanee en tlicm •, and locking o»oriie 
cafe of a lover with his miftrd!, uk the 
fame with one who is foliciting for apen^ 
lion, or employment, had armed nim- 
ftlf with patience, to fubmit to tretj 
thing his tyrant ifaould ii^id^ in ^li^,: 
that it would one day be his tUm to tm- 
pofe laws, ~ according to thc^oct'i: 
words: 

• The humbleft lorer, when he loweft 

* li6s„ i 

• But kneels to conq^et, and but fell* 

• to rife** :/ 

* Mits ' Betfy was iatid^d a tyrant, btit & 
very gentle one ; fhe always mingled 
fome iweet with the Iharpnefs of her ex- 

Sreffions : — ^if in one breath Ihe menaced 
elpair, in the next Ihe encouraged bope,^^ 
and her very repulfes were fbn^times fo; 
equivocal, as that they might be t4kea 
for invitations^ — Ihe played 'i^ith her 
lovers^ as fhe did with her monkey^ - Imt 
expe<5l:ed more obedience from tl^m iJi^ 
they muft look gay or grave, accoil^ 
as me did fo ; -^ their humour, and 
lihek very motions muft be regiij[«Sj 




, her influence, as the waters h^ the moon r 
-— ia fine, ant exterior homage was the 
chkfr thing to be rjequired j for as to the 
hearty her own being yet untouched, ilie 
gave herfelf but little trouble how that 
of her loversi ftood aflfcAed 

Mr. Munden^ with lefe love, perhaps^ 
' than many, who had addrefled her, knew 
better how to iuit iumfelf to her humour ;, 
9 -r-^hc could aft over all the delicacies of 
tte mofl: tender paflion, :svithout being 
truly fenfible of any of them, and though 
he wiflied, in reality, nothing fo much as 
attaining the affedions of mifs Betfy, yet 
wifhing it without, thofe timid inquictudes,^ 
•<— i-dicrie jcafams doubts, -*- thofe perplex- 
ing anxieties^ which fu^^eifcce inflifts on a 
iQ^e folid mind, he was the more ca- 
|Sble of behaving towards her in the wayr 
ihe liked. 

He wa^ continually inviting her to fome?' 
party of pleafure or other, •— he gallanted 
her to all public fhews, — he treated her 
with the moft exquifite dainties of the* 
&a£3Q, and prefented her with many cu- 
rious toys. •— Being to go with thefe^ la- 
dies, at whofe appointment he firft corh- 

. inenced* his acquaintance with her,. anIJ 
ibme^other company .to a mafquerade, hk 

r utaitei oa her fome hours before the time, 

and 
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and taking out of his pocket a ruby, cut 
in the Ihape of a heart, and illuftratted 
with fmali brilliants round about, — *: I 
« beg^ madam,' faid he, * y6u will da 

* me the honour of wearing this to-night^ 
' .either on your fleeve, or breaft, or fome 

* dther confpicuous place. — ^^ There will 

* be a great deal of company, and fome 

* perhaps in the fame habit as yourfelf, 
' . — this will direft my feanch^ prevent 

* my being deceived by appearances^ 

* which othcrwife 1 might be^ and pro- 

* phanely p^y my worihip to fome orfier^ 

* inftead of the real gpddels of my foul.' . 

This: was the method he took to in- 
gratiaterhimfelf into the favour of lais mif- 
trefs^ and ithad dieeffedt, if notto make. 
her love him, tx leaft to make |^ 
charmed with this new conqueft, mtaS: 
more than fhe had been with feverai of- 
her former ones^ though never fo muchj 
defefving her eftecm. *^^ 



, ii 



In the midft of thefe gay fcenes, how- 
ever, mr. Trueworth came frequently into- 
her head. — To find he was in town^ 
made her flatter herfeif,; that he lingered, 
hereon her account, and that, ia fpite-o£ • 
all4ais refolution,. he had not CQm^g%Win 
leave the fame air fhe breathed m ;— -'flici 
fancied^ that.if Ihe could meetf hif%/fi3flr % 
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any accident dirow him in her way, (he 
Ihould be iibk to rekindle all his lornier 
flameS) and render him as much her flavc 
as ever. *^ With this view fhe ntvt.v went 
abroad without cafting her eyes about, in 
feasrch^of him ; -^ nay fhe fometimes eveix 
condefcended to pafs by die houfe where 
he was lodged, in hopes, of feeing him 
either going in or out, or from fome one 
or other of the windows v. but chance did 
•not befriend her inclinations this w^y, nor 
put it in her power again to triumph 
over a heart, the fmcerity of which flie 
had but too ill treated, when devoted to 
ner. " 

In the mean -time mr. Goodman, in 
fpite of the perplexities his own affairs in- 
vo^d him in^ could not help feeling, a* 
great concern for thofe of mifs Betfy ; 
— he knew that mr, Trueworth had de-* 
lifted his vifits to her, — diat fhe had got 
a new lover, who be could not find had 
confulted the permifTion of any one but 
herfelf, to make his addreffes to her ; — 
the late hours fhe kept, feldom coming 
home, *till fome hours after the whole 
fapiily, except the fervant who fate up 
for her, were in bed, gave him alfo much 
matter of -uneafinefs, and he thought it his 
duty to talk ferioully to her on all thefe 
points.^ 

He 
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He began with afldng her, how it hi 
pened that he had not fecn mr. Trucwo 
for fo long a time ? To which fhe FepM 
with the utitioft indifference, that 
took fome things ill from that, gen 
man, and that, perhaps, he might h 
fome fubjeft of complaint againft her, 

* Therefore,* faid fhe, * as our humc 

* did not very well agree„ it was befl 

* break off coi^verfation.' 

He then queftioned her concerning ! 
Munden ; — * I hope,' faid he, * ; 

* have taken care to inform yourfelf 
< to his char after and circumftances^' 

* No truly, fir,' anfwered flie, with 
fame carelefs air as before, * as I m 

* intend to be the better or the worfa 

* either, I give myfelf no pain afc 

* what he is.* — Mr. Goodman Ihook 
head, and was going to reafon with ] 
on the.ilkconfequencesof fuch abehavi( 
when fome co'mpany coming in, br 
off, for a time,, all further difcourfc 
tween themu 
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CHAP.. XX. 

Shews mifsBefJy left entirely to her own 
management, and the cauje of it^ with 
fome other particulars. 

TV/IR. Goodman, who had been a little 
vexed at being interrupted, in the 
remonftrances he thought 10 highly 1^- 
ccffary fhouid be made to mill Betfy, 
took an opportunity of renewing them 
the next morning, in the ftrongeft ex- 
preiiions he was matter of. 

Mifs Betfy, with all her wit, had little 
to^Tay for herfelf, in anfwer to the ferious 
harangue made to her by mr. Goodman, 
on her prefent falhion of behaviour ; — 
her heart avowed the juftice of his re- 
proofs; but her humour, too tenacious of 
what pleafed itfelf, and too impatient of 
controul, would not fuffer her to obey the 
dictates either of his or her own reafon. 
— She knew very well the tender regard 
he had for her, on the account of her de- 
ceafed father, and that all he fpoke was 
calculated for her good ; but then it was 
a good flie was npt at prefent ambitiouat 

of 
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of attaining, and thought it the privilege 
of youth to do whatever it lifted, pro- 
vided the rules of virtue were unfringed, 
io th&t all that he could get from her 
was, — that her amufcments were in-. 
nocent, — that ihe nieant no harm in 
any thing ihe did, — that it was dull for 
her to fit at home alone, and when in 
company could not quit- it abruptly, on 
any confideration of hours. 

Mr. Goodman founfl, that to bring 
her to a more juft fenfe of- what was real- 
ly her advantage, would be a talk impof- 
fible for him. to accomplifh, and began 
heartily to wifti Ihe were under the care 
of fome perfon, who had more leifure to 
argue with her, on points fo eflential to 
her happinefs : — he told her, that he in- 
deed had feared his houfe would be to6^ 
melancholly a recefs for her, fince the re- 
volution that had lately happened in his 
family, and therefore wiflied fome more 
proper place could be found for her \ — 

* And for fuch a one,* faid he, 'I fhall 
' make it my bufinefs to enquire, — and' 
' there feems not only a ncceflity for-^iny 

* doing fo, but that you fh^uld alfo 
' choofe another guardian ; for as foon 
' as the prefent unlucky bufinefs I am en-- 
' gaged in fliall be over, it is' my refolu-t 

* tion to break up houfe-kceping, — 

^ leave 
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' leave my bufinefs to^ my nephew^ Ned 
^ Goodman, whom I expeft by the firffc 
' Ihip that arrives from the Eaft- Indies, 

* and, having once feen him fettled,' re- 

* tire, and fpend the remainder of my 
' days in the country. * 

The melaecholly accents with which 
mr. Goodman uttered thefe words, toliched 
mifs Betfy very much •, — Ihe exprelfed, 
in terms the moft afFeftionate, the deep 
concern it gave her, that he had any 
caufe to withdraw from a way of life, 
to which he had fo long been accuftomed ; 
but added, that if it muft. be fo, fhe 
knew no perfon fo proper, in whofe hands 
the little fortune fhe was miftrefs of fhould 
be cntriifted, as thofe of her brother 
Thoughtlefs, if he would vouchfafe to 
take that trouble upon luml 

' There is no doubt to be made of 
' that, I believe,* replied mr. Goodman, 
' and I fhall fpeak to him about it the 

* firft time I fee him.' — They had fome 
fartlier talk on mifs Betfy's affairs, and 
that young lady found, he had very large-' 
ly improved the portion bequeathed her 
by her father ; for which, in the firft emo- 
tions of her gratitude, fhe was beghming 
to pour forth fueh acknowledgments, as 
JbethQUght it too much to hear, and in- 

* -'^^i . terrupted 
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terrupted her, faying, he had done no 
more, than his duty obliged hint to do, 
and could not have anfwered to himfelf 
the omiflion of any part of it. 

It IS fo natural for people to loye mo- 
ney, even before they know what to do 
with it, that it is not to be wondered at, 
that mifs Betfy, now arrived at an age ca- 
pable of relifhing all the delicacies oflife> 
fhould be tranijported at finding fo cpiir 
lidcrable, and withal fo uncxpeAcd, an 
augmentation, of her fortune, whkh vas 
no lefs than one third of what her father 
had left her. 

The innate pleafure of her mind, on 
this occafion, difiuied itfelf through all 
her form^ and gave a double luflre to her 
eyes and air, fo that flie went with, charim 
new pointed to a ball that night, for 
which the obfequious mr. Munden had 
prefented her with a ticket ; — but thoudi 
Ihe had all the refpedt in the world for 
mr. Goodman, and indeed a kind of filial 
love for him, yet'fhe had it not in her 
power to pay that regard to his admoni- 
tibns fhe ought to have done ; -— flie * 
came not home till between one and Vfn^ 
' lock in the morning, but was ex- 
•.*v.mely furprifed to find, that when jQ^e* 
did fo, the knocker was taken ofT die 
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door -, a thing wliich, in complaifance to 
her, had never before been. done, till flie 
came in, how late foever fh^ ftayed 
abroad : — fhe was, neverthelefs, much 
more furprifed, as well as troubled, whea 
on the firft rap her chairmen gaVe a. foot- 
man, who waited in the hall for her re- 
turn, immediately opened the door^ and 
told her, with , all the marks of forrow 
in his countenance, that his matter had 
been fuddenly taken ill, and that his phy- 
fician, as well as mr^. Barns, the houfe- 
keeper, had given ftridl orders there 
fhould be no noife made in the houfe^ 
the former having faid his life depended 
on his being kept pcrfedly quiet. 

It is not to be doubted, but that, on 
this information, fhe went with as little 
noife as poffible up to her chamber, 
where Nanny, as fhe was putting her to 
bed, confirmed to her what the footman 
had faid, and added, that fhe had heard 
the doftor.tell mrs. Barns, as he was 
going out, that he was very apprehenfive 
his patient's diforder would not be eafily 
removed. 

t)iflempcrs of the body, which arife 
from thole of the mind, are indeed much 
more difficult to be cured, than thofe 
which proceed from meer natural caufes. 

—Mr. 
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: — Mr. Goodman's reftntment foir the ill 
ufagc he had fuftairied, fr6rti ai * woman 
Jie had fo tenderly loved, awhile kept up 
his fpirits, and hindered him from filling 
the cmel fting, which preyed upon- his 
vitals, and infenfibly flackened the firings 
of life ; but the firft hurry being o\^r, 
and the lawyer having told him, that 
every thing was drawn up, and his 
caufe would be brought before the com- 
mons in a few days, he funk beneath the 
apprehenfions, — ^ the thoughts of appear- 
ing before the docfbors of the civil law, 
to feveral of whom he was known, to 
prove his own dilhonour, — the talk of 
the town, — the whifpers, — the gri- 
maces, — the ridicule, which he was fen- 
fible this affair would occafion when ex- 
pofed, — the pity -of fome, — and the 
contempt he muft expert from others ; — 
all thefe things, though little regarded 
by him while at a diftance, now they 
came rpore near at hand, and juft ready 
to fall upon him, gave him fuch a fliock, 
as all the courage he had affumed was not 
fufficient to enable him to refift. 

He was feized at once with a violent 
fit of an apoplexy at a cofFee-houfe, 
where a furgeon' being immediately fent 
for, he was let blood, as is common in 
fuch cafes. — This operation foon reco-. 

vered 
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vered him, fo far as fpeech and motion, 
-but reafonjiad not power to reaflume tier 
feat in his difordered brain, foF.many 
hours i -^ he ^as brought home in a 
chair, — the furgeon attended him, — 
faw him put into bed, and fat by him a 
confiderable time, but finding him rather 
worfe than better, told mrs. Barns, he 
.durft not proceed any further, and that 
they muft have recourfe to a phyfician, 
iwhich was accordingly done. 

« 

This gentleman, who was efteemed the 
mod fkiiful of his profcffion, hearing mr. 
•Goodman frequently cry out, ' My heart ! 
— rny heart!' laid his hand. upon his bo- 
fom, and found, by the extraordinary 
pulfation there, that he had fymptoms 
of an -inward convulfion, wrote a pre- 
fcription, and ordered he Ihould be kept 
extremely quiet. 

Towards morning he grew more com- 
pofed, and by degrees recovered the ufe 
of his underftanding as perfedjy as ever, 
but his limbs were lb much weakened by 
that fevere attack the fit had made upon 
him, that he could not fit up in his bed 
without fupport. — The phyfician, how- 
ever,, at his next vifit, had great hopes 
of hinj, -r— faid his imbecility proceeded 

: only from a fever of the nerves, which. 

, . he 
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he doubted not but to abate, and that he 
ivould be well in a few days. — How un- 
certain, — how little to be depended upon 
is art, in fome cafes ! — mr. Goodman 
felt that within himfelf, which gave the 
lie to all appearances, and fully convinced 
that the liand of death had feizcd upon 
his heart, would not defer a moment 

' putting all his affairs in fuch a pofturc, 
as flioutd leave no room for contention 
among the parties concerned, after his 
deceafe : — he began with fending for nir. 
Thoughtlefs, and configned over to him 
the whol^ fortunes 6f mr. Francis,, and 
mifs Betfy, the latter being firft obliged, 
as not being yet of age, to chufe him for 
her guardian in form. — Havirlg thus ac- 
quitted himfelf, in the moft honourable 
manner, of the truft repofed in him, for 
-the children of his friend, he confidered 
what was beft to be done, in relation to 
thofe of his own blood. — By his death, 
the intended procefs againft lady Mella- 
Jin would be prevented, and confequendy 

^^he third -part of his effedts would de- 
volve on her, as being the widow of a 
citizen •, — he, therefore, having confult- 
ed with his lawyer, if fuch a thing were 
practicable, made a deed of gift to his 
nephew, mr. Edward Goodman, . of dl 
this money iti the bank, ftocks, ajid other 
'public funds, -— After this, he made 





will, and the lawyer perceiving he had 
left but few legacies, afked him, how the 
reiidae of what he i^pof&SGid of ibduM 
be difpofed ; tx> whichhe relied, ' Greats 

* ly as I have been Mu^onged by lady 

* Mellafin, I would not have her ftarvc': 
^ — I have been cafciilating in my mind 

* to what her dividend may amount, and 
^ believe it will be ibifictent to enable 

* her to live in that retired manner, 

* which beft becomes her age and ch^ 

* rafter/ 

Mr. Goodman, having thife fetded aH 
h^s affairs i in this world, began to rtiakfe 
fuch preparations for anothei-, as are ne- 
ceflary tor the beft of men. — Ih' the 
mean time, as dke leafrnoAie wa^ dflfeefb- 
ing to him, it Was judged proper that 
mifs Betfy, who could not live Withoiit 
company, fhould remove.^ — No board- 
ing-place to hiir mind being yet found, 
and having done with all hopes of livincr 
with her brother, (as fhe was by this time 
infontied of the true reafons he had fdr 
her not doing fo,) took lodgings in Jer- 
myn-ftreet, and finding the inttreft of 
her fortune, through the good * manage- 
ment of h^ late guardian, would allov/ 
ity 1 hired a maid and foot-boy to wait 
uporlher. 
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The a^iieu IhiC receiTedfeom mr. Good- 
inan was the moft tender and,||^e(3:ionate 
that could toe; >-^ (he was very, much 
piovedl with it^. and fineerely lamented 
tthe lofs Oie fhould fuftain of ib honeft 
^nd worthy a fri:;nd ; but her natural 
fprightlinels would not fufFer aay melan- 
cholly refteftions to dwell long upon her 
mind, and the hurry fhe was in offend- 
ing melTages to all heriicquwi^ance, with 
an account of the change of her fituation, 
.very much contributed to dtflipate them. 
«- This important bufmefs was fcarce 
pyer, and fhe well fettled in her ittw 
Jiabitation, when one of mr. Goodman's 
footmen brough^hfir a letter from her 
br^ifaerlprank, MKh had been juft left 
former by the poft. ^^ It contained thefc 
lines : 



To mifs Betsy Thoughti^ess, : 

f My dearftfier^ I 

* I HAVE been fnatched from the 1 
» bHnk of the grave, by the Ikill of \ 
^ one of the beft phyficians in the world, j 

* and th^ lender, and, I may fay, ^aierr 

* nal care pf pur moft dear, and ISwly 
^ valuable friend, the excellent tia^ 

* Trufly. — The firft ufe I made o|.1^ 
t fecovered health, is to give an mx^ 









any accident dirow him ia her way, {he 
Ihould he vibk to rekindle all his lornier 
flames, and render him as much her flavc 
as ever. ^ — With this view Ihe never went 
abroad without calling her eyes about, in 
fearch'Of him ; •'^- nay Ihe fometimes eveu 
condefcended to pafs by tlie houfe where 
he was lodged, in hopes, of feeing him 
cither going in or out, or from feme one 
or other of the windows v. but chance did 
jiot befriend her inclinations this way, nor 
put it in her power again to triumph 
over a heart, the fincerity of which me 
had but too ill treated, when devoted to 
ner. - 

* 

In the mean - time mr. Gcodman, in 
fpite of the >perplexities his own affairs in- 
vo^d him in, could not help feeling, a* 
great concern for thofe of mifs Betfy ; 
— he knew that mr. Trueworth had de-' 
fifted his vifits to her, — tliatihe had got 
a new lover, who he could not find had 
cojifulted the permiflion of any oae but 
berfelf, to make his addreffes to her; — 
the late hours fhe kept, fcldom coming 
home, *till fome hours after the whole 
fapiily, except the fervant who fate up 
for her, were in bed, gave him aMb much 
matter of -uneafinefs, and he thought it his 
duty to talk ferioufty to her on all thefe 
point5»t 



.\f. 
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He began with afldng her, how it hap^ 
pened that he had not feen mr. Trucworth 
tor fo long a time ? To which ffie replied, 
with the utmoft indifference, that flic 
took fomc things ill from that^ gcnde- 
man, and that, perhaps, he might have 
fome fubjedl of complaint againft her, — 

* Therefore,' faid fbe, ' as our humours. 

* did not very well agree,^ it was beft ta 

* break off coiUverlation,* 

He then queftioned her concerning mr. 
Munden \ — * I hope,' faid he, * you 

* have taken care to inform yourfelf as 

* to his character and circumftances. * — 
« No truly, fir,' anfwered (he, with the 
fame carelefs air as before, * as I never 
•• intend to be the better or the worfaiipr 

* either, I give myfelf no pain about 

* what he is.* — Mr. Goodman Ihook bis 
head, and was going to reafon with her,, 
on the.ilKconfequencesoffuch a behaviour, 
when fome company coming in, broke 
off, for a time,, all further difcourfe be- 
tween them. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Shews mifsBefJy left entirely to her own 
management J and the cauje of it^ with 
fome other' particulars. 

■s 

♦ TV/IR. Goodman, who had been a little 
vexed at being interrupted, in the 
remonftrances he thought fo hi^Iy 1^- 
ceflary fhouki be made to miS Betfy, 
took an opportunity of renewing them 
the next morning, in the ftrongeft ex- 
preiiions he was mailer of. 

Mifs Betfy, with all her wit^ had Iittl<j 
to fay for herfelf, in anfwerto theferious 
harangue made to her by mr. Goodman, 
on h?r prefent fafliion of behaviour ; — • 
her heart avowed the juftice of his re- 
proofs; but her humour, too tenacious of 
what pleafed itfelf, and too impatient of 
controul, would not fuffer her to obey the 
dictates either of his or her own reafon. 
— She knew very well the tender regard 
he had for her, on the account of her de- 
ceafed father, and that all he fpoke was 
calculated for her good ; but then it was 
a good ihe was not at prefent ambitioua^ 

of 
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of attaining, and thought it the privilege 
of youth to do whatever it lifted, pro- 
vided the rules of virtue were unfringed, 
io th&t all that he could get from her 
was, — that her amufcments were in-. 
nocent, — that ihe meant no harm in 
any thing Ihe did, — that it was dull for 
her to fit at home alone, and when in 
company could not quit- it abruptly, on 

any confideration of hours. 

■% - 

Mr. Goodman founfl, that to bring 
her to a more juft fenfe of- what was real- 
ly her advantage, would be a talk impof- 
fible for him. to accomplifh, and began 
heartily to wifti Ihe were under the care 
of fome perfon, who had more leifure to 
argue with her, on points fo eflential to 
her happinefs : — he told her, that he in- 
deed had feared his houfe would be toa 
melancholly a recefs for her, fmce the re- 
volution that had lately happened in his 
family, and therefore wiflied fome more 
proper place could be found for her ; — 

* And for fuch a one,* faid he, 'I fhall 
' make it my bufinefs to enquire, — and' 
' there feems not only a ncceflity for-^my 

* doing fo, but that you fh^uld alfo 
' choofe another guardian ; for as fboft 
' as the prefent unlucky bufinefs I am eiv 
' gaged in fhall be over, it is' my refblu^; 

* tion to break up houfe-kceping^ •— * 



Af//i Betsy Thoughtless. 23.5^ 

' leave my bufmefs to^ my nephew, Ned 
' Goodman, whom I expeft by the firfb 
' fhip that arrives from the Eaft- Indies, 

* and, having once feen him fettled," re-- 

* tire, and fpend the remainder of my 
' days in the country. * 

The melaiicholly accents with wWch 
mr. Goodman uttered thefe words, toiiched 
mifs Betfy very much ^ — Ihe exprelTed, 
in terms the moft afFeftionate, the deep 
concern it gave her, that he had any 
caufe to withdraw from a way of life, 
to which he had fo long been accuftomed ; 
but added, that if it muft. be fo, fhe 
knew no perfon fo proper, in whofe hands 
the little fortune fhe was miftrefsof fhould 
be entrufted, as thofe of her brother 
Thoughtlefs, if he would vouchfafe to 
take that trouble upon luml 

' There is no doubt to be made of 
' that, I believe,* replied mr. Goodman, 
' and I fhall fpeak to him about it the 

* firft time I fee him.' — They had fome 
farther talk on mifs Betfy's affairs, and 
that young lady found, he had very large-' 
ly improved the portion bequeathed her 
by Jijer father ; for which, in the firft emo- 
tiQns of her gratitude, fhe was beginning 
to pour forth fueh acknowledgments, as 
he-tiiQUght it too much to hear, and in- 

^, : . terrupted 
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terrupted her, faying, he had done dq 
more, than his duty obliged him to do 
and could not have anfwered to hiinfclf 
the omiflion of any part of it. 

It IS fo natural for people to loye mp- 
ney, even before they know what to dq 
with it, that it is not to be wondered at, 
that mifs Betfy, now arrived at an age ca- 
pable of relifhing all the delicacies of life^ 
Ihould be tranfported at finding fo cpnr 
liderable, and withal fo uncx'peAcd, an 
augmentatioA of her fortune, which was 
no lefs than one third of what her father 
had left her. 

The innate pleafure of her mind, on 
thW occafion, difiuied itfelf through aU 
her form^ and gave a double luftre to her 
eyes and air, fb that flie went withxharm$ 
new pointed to a ball that night, for 
which the obfequious mr. Munden had 
prefented her with a ticket ; — but though 
Ihe had all the refpedt in the world for 
mr. Goodman, and indeed a kind of filial 
love for him, yet Ihe had it not in her 
power to pay that regard to his admoni- 
tibns fhe ought to have done ; — fhe ' 
came not home till between one and two 
o'clock in the morning, but was e:^-* 
tremely furprifed to find, that when fhe 
did fo, the knocker was taken off die 

door^ 
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door •, a thing wliich, in complaifance to 
her, had never before been, done, till flie 
came in, how late foever fh^ jftayed 
abroad : — flie was, neverthelels, much 
more furprifed, as well as troubled, whea 
on the firft rap her chairmen gave a. foot- 
man, who waited in the hall for her re- 
turn, immediately opened the door^ and 
told her, with , all the marks of forrow 
in his countenance, that his matter had 
been fuddenly taken ill, and that his phy- 
lician, as well as mrjfe. Barns, the houfe- 
keeper, had given ftrift orders there 
fhould be no noife made in the houfe, 
the former having faid his life depended 
on his being kept pcrfedly quiet. 

It is not to be doubted, but that, on 
this information, fhe went with as little 
noife as poffible up to her chamber, 
where Nanny, as fhe was putting her to 
bed, confirmed to her what the footman 
had faid, and added, that fhe had heard 
the dodtor.tell mrs. Barns, as he was 
going out, that he was very apprehenfive 
his patient's diforder would not be eafily 
removed. 

£)iflempers of the body, which arife 
from thofe of the mind, are indeed much 
more difficult to be cured, than thofe 
which proceed from meer natural caufes. 

—Mr. 
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: — Mr. Goodman's refentment for 'the ill 
iifage he had fuftairied, frorti a' woman 
Jie had fo tenderly loved, awhile kept vip 
his fpirits, and hindered him from feelirig 
the cruel fting, which preyed trpoh' his 
vitals, and infenfibly flackened the firings 
of life •, but the firft hurry being over, 
and the lawyer having told him, that 
every thing was drawn up, and his 
caufe would be brought before the com- 
mons in" a few days, he funk beneath the 
apprehenfions, — ^ the thoughts of appear- 
ing before the doctors of the civil: law, 
to feveral of whom he was known, to 
prove his own dilhonour, — the talk of 
the town, — the whifpers, — the gri- 
maces, — the ridicule, which he was fen- 
(ible this affair would occafion when ex- 
pofed, — the pity 'of fome, — and the 
contempt he^muft expedt from others ; — 
all thefe things, though little regarded 
by him while at a diftance, now they 
came more near at hand, and juft ready 
to fall upon him, gave him fuch a fliock, 
as all the courage he had affumed was not 
fufficient to enable him to refift. 

He was feized at once with a violent 
fit of an apoplexy at a cofFee-houfe, 
where a furgeon' being immediately fent 
for, he was let blood, as is common in 
fuch cafes. — This operation foon reco-. 

vered 
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-vered him, fo far as fpeech and motion, 
-but reafonhad not power to reaflume her 
feat in his difordered brain, fopmany 
hours ; -T— he ^as brought home in a 
chair, — the fiirgeon attended him, — 
faw him put into bed, and fat by him a 
confiderable time, but finding him rather 
worfe than better, told mrs. Barns, he 
.durfl: not proceed any further, and that 
they muft have recourfe to a phyfician, 
4which v/as accordingly done. 

This gentleman, who was efteemed the 
jmofl fkilful of his profcffion, hearing mr. 
: Goodman frequently cry out, ' My heart ! 
— rny heart!' laid his hand. upon his bo- 
fom, and found, by the extraordinary 
pulfation there, that he had fymptoms 
of an dnward convulfion, wrote a pre- 
fcription, and ordered he fhould be kept 
.extremely quiet. 

Towards morning he grew more com- 
pofed, and by degrees recovered the ufe 
- of his underftanding as perfedjy as ever, 
but his limbs were lb much weakened by 
that fevere attack the fit had made upon 
him, that he could not fit up in his bed 
without fupport. — The phyfician, how- 
ever,, at his next vifit, had great hopes 
of hinj, -T— faid his imbecility proceeded 
only from a fever of the nerves, which, 

he 
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he doubted not but to abate, and that he 
would be well in a few days. — How un- 
certain, — how little to be depended upon 
is art, in fome cafes ! — mr. Goodman 
lelt that within himfelf, which gave the 
lie to all appearances, and fully convinced 
that the hand of death had feized upon 
his heart, would not defer a moment 

' putting all his affairs in fuch a pofture, 
as fliould leave no room for contention 
among the parties concerned, after his 
deceafe : — he began with fending for nir. 
Thoughtlefs, and configned over to him 
the whole fortunes 6f mr. Francis, and 
mifs Betfy, the latter being firft obliged, 
as not being yet of age, to chufe him for 
her guardian in form. — Havirig thus ac- 
quitted himfelf, in the moft honourable 
manner, of the truft repofed in him, for 
the children of his friend, he confidered 
what was beft to be done, in relation to 
thofe of his own blood. — By his death, 
the intended procefs againft lady Mella- 
^ Jin would be prevented, and consequently 

^^'the third ^part of his effefts would de- 
volve on her, as being the widow of a 
citizen •, — he, therefore, having confult- 
ed with his lawyer, if fuch a thing were 
practicable, made a deed of gift to his 
nephew, mr. Edward Goodman, . of all 
his money \ti the bank, ftocks, ajid other 
public funds, — After this, he made his 

* vrai, 
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will, and the lawyer perceiving he had 
kft but few legacies, afked him, how the 
reUdue of what he ii^poJMed of flxiuM 
be difp^fed -, ta whichhe replied^ ' G^at- 
^ ly as I have been vKionged by lady 

* Mellafln, I would not have her ftarve-. 
< — I have been calculating in my mind 
' to what her dividend may amount, and 

• believe it will be fijfficient to enabte 

* her to live in that retired manner, 
« which beft becomes her s^e and cha^ 

• racier/ 

Mr. Goodman, having thife fettled aM 
his^ affairs » in this world) beg»i to rtiakfe 
fuch preparations for anodiei-, as are ne- 
cdTary for the beft of men. — Ih- the 
mean time, as tie leaft noAle wafe dUtei'b- 
ing to him, it was judged proper that 
mifs Betfy, who could not live Without 
company, fhould remove^ — No board- 
ing-place to het? mind being yet found, 
and having done with all hopes of llvincr 
with her brother, (as fhewas by this time 
informed df the true reasons he had fdr 
Ker not doing fo,) took lodgings in Jer- 
myn-ftreet, and finding the intereft of 
her fortune, through the good ^ manage - 
ment of h^ late guardian, would ailov/ 
it) 1 hired a maid and foot-boy to wait 
uporther. 

1 Vol. IL M Tli^ 
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The a^ieu (he receivedfix>m mn Goo 
inan was the moSi tender and^fpflTedliona 
that could be; »-^ (he was very. mu( 
pioved; with \x^, and fmccrely lanientt 
the lofs ihe ihopld fuftaio of fo hone 
^nd worthy a fri^^nd ; but her natiir 
iprightlineis would not fuifer any melai 
choUy refle6tions to dwell long upon b 
mind, and the hurry fhe was in of fen( 
ing mefiages to all her ^quwitance, wi 
an account of the change of her fituatio 
'« very much contributed to diflipate ther 
, i«- This important bufinefs was fear 
pver, and flie well fettled in her nc 
habitation, when one of mr. Goodmar 
footmen brough^yr a letter from h 
br^d^rl^'rank, Hiffih had beenjuftle 
for ncr by the poft. -*- It contained the 
lines: 

To mifs Betsy Thoughtless, 

* M^ dearjifter^ 

^ I HAVE been fnatched from tl 

* brink of the grave, by the fkill 
^ one of the beft phyficians in the worl 

* and th« tender, and, I may fay, -mate 

* nal care pf pur moft dear, and tiru 
^ valuable friend, the excellent ;4ai 

* Trufty. — The firft ufe I made of n 

* recovered health, is to give an accou 
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any accident throw him in her way, {he 
fhould be ^hk to rekindle all his former 
flames, and render him as much her flavc 
as ever. - — With this view flie never went 
abroad without calling her eyes about, in 
fearch of him ; -^ nay Ihe fometimes eveu 
condefcended to pafs by die houfe where 
he was lodged, in hopes, of feeing him 
either going in or out, or from feme one 
'^r other of the windows ^ but chance did 
ot befriend her inclinations this way, nor 
put it in her power again to triumph 
over a heart, the fincerity of v/hich me 
had but too ill treated, when devoted to 
ner. - 

In the mean time mr. Gcodman, in 
fpite of the perplexities his own affairs in- 
v^pd him in, could not help feeling, a* 
gmat concern for thofe of mifs Betfy ; 
— . he knew that mr. Trueworth had de-' 
filled his vifits to her, — that fhe had got 
a new lover, who he could not find had 
confulted the permifTion of any one but 
herfelf, to make his addrefles to her ; — 
the late hours Ihe kept, feldom coming 
home, *till fome hours after the whole 
family, except the fervant who fate up 
for her, were in bed, gave him alfo much 
matter of -uneafinefs, and he thought it his 
duty to talk ferioufly to her on all thefe 
point5,t 
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.* you wkh ^y compjyimeiits to etther^rtP 
* ^ fearcweU^j*^ I think. I jni^ed^^X^ljLf^ 
iJ that I am^ 

.^ WitH an junfeigaed jregardi 
'^^ My dear fifter^ 
f Your very afffeftionate brothefi j' 

^< And' humble fthraitt^ 

^ F. Thquqht^ess^ 



^ 



?' P. S. Sir R?dph- and lad^, Txufly '^i 

* both from home at this time, or I am 

* certain their gjoodwilkes^ ifnonuju:^ ', 
^ would have joined nunc, that jov 

* may neveir ceafe to enjoy whatever i{t 

* becomes you to d^efire. -*- My deaf 
.* Betfy," adieu/ 



i 



-The joy^ which this , letter wdwldjijve 
afforded mifs Betfy, had bee;i cojpjpjea^ 
if not fbmewhat abated by the appreJtiea- 
iions of ayh^t her bother woylcf fay to 
her, when he ihould find Ihe Was indeed 
intirely broke off with mr. Txuewprthi 
Jbut as the** reader may prpbably deiird to 
know in wh^t manner ne pa^^*d his titUjC 
jafter that event, and the motives which 
induced him to ftay i^ X^n^on,^,. .^ » 
now bi^ly,pro|>erto. fay fQtne^^ 

. ... r 
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CHAP. XXt 

The author is under fome apprebenfionf^ 
will mt he qtdte pteajing to tb^ 
humour of. every reader. 

T T is certain that mr. Truewortli, at 
tJie timq of his writing his laft letter 
to mifs Betfy,- was fully determined to ga 
intx> the coyntry,- and was already begin- 
ning £o make luch preparatk>ns, as he 
&und.necd(&rjrfor his journey^ when an^ 
ataideiit of ^Lvery:&^dtr nature put a^ 
&ahdenftop t;o.:them>.aad:tohi»ifttentiQ08r 

iHe tv^as -one day jufi: drdZbd, and ^(>» 
lAg tmt^ in order to difw with feme corri-^ 
paay^ for he now chofe to be as little* 
alone as poffiWe, when one of his fervanti 
delivered a letter to him, which he faiJ 
was brought by a porter, who waited be- 
low for an anfwer. — As the fuperfcrip- 
tion was in a woman's hand, and he was 
not accuftomed to receive any billets from 
that fex, the broke it open, 'with a kind 
of greedy curiofity, and found init'thef^- 
tfties : ' . 

M ^ to 
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To Charles T^vt^oKtif; El^j •* |P 



% 



' Sir, It 

* I AM a woman of fortune, family, j * 

* *■ and an^ unblemifhed dlartftcf, — 

* very young, and moft people allow 

* not difagrceable : — you iiavc done me 

* the greateft injury in the world without 

* knowing it ; bur I take you to be more 

* a man of honour, than not fo be wil- 
ling to make what reparation is in ^our 

* power. — If the good opinion I have 

* of you does not deceive me, you will 

* readily accept this challenge, and not 

* fail to meet jn^ about eleven o'clock 
< to-morrow in the morning, at Geileral 

^ •; Tjtton's bench, bppofite Rofahioiid^s 
f Pond, in St.. James's Parkj — thirie to 
^ hek'ftich^'ihterrogatorics as I Ihall tfiinK 
«^.^ttord&tf^ and on your fineerc \ 

> anV\^t' to wfrich, depends the whole fu* i 
**^tut;e peace,*" if not the life of her, who, J 

* at ptefent, can only fubfcribe herfelf> 

* In the greateft confufion, 

* Sir, 

\ Your unfortunate^ 

* And impatient i 

• . I 
* Incognita. \ 



Mr. 



Mifs Be*SV THOUdHttESS. i^j 

Mr. Trueworth was a good deal fur-* 
zed^ but had no occafipn to confult 
ig with himfelf in what manner it would 
come a man of hi$ years to behaVe ki 
Ji an adventure, and therefore fat down 
d immediately wrote an anfwer in thefe 

■pjt, 'jJ[^*thc, fair Incognita, 

< MddaMi ' 

■npHOuGH a challengei from art 
unknown antagonift . might be re- 
|e6ted without any danger of fncurring 
the imputation of cowardife ; and, bc-^ 
fides, as the combat to which I am in- 
j^ed is to be that of words, in which 
^oiir fex are generally allowed to ex- 
cel, I have not any fort of chanCe for- 
overcoming ; yet to Ihew that I dare 
encounter a fine womao ttt any weapon, 
and fhall not repine at being ipiied^ 
ivill not fail to give you the triumph 
j^ou defire, and to that end will 
wait on youexaftly^at the time and- 
place mentioned in yours, — till when 
you may reft fatisfied that I am, 
* With the greateft impatience, 
* The obliging IncoonitaV 
* Moft devoted Tervant, 

* C. Trueworth/. 

M j^ Though 
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Though mr. True worth had jH>t only 
heard ot, but alfo experienced, when o» 
his travels abroad, fome adventures of a 
paraUel nature with this, yet as it neter 
had entered iflsto his head, that the Ea- - 
glifh ladies took this method of intrp- 
ducing themfelves to the acquaintance of 
thofe they were pkafed to favour, the 
challenge of the incognita, — who *flie 
was, — where ftie had feen him, *-7- what 
particular aftion of his had mtrit^d her 
good graces, and a thoi^fand other con- 
jeftures, all tending to tlie fan^e pbjed> 
very much cngrofled his ipind, — • Indeed 
he was gjad to encourage '^ly thovightSs 
which ferved to drive thofe of jnifs Bcj^fy- 
thenqe, whole ide^, in j^ite of all his w- 
(kav(^rs, ^nd her fupppfed unwortiiine6> v 
would . fogietipii^f intervene, and poifen 
the fwe6t$ ififjiii? moft jovial moments 
among his frfcn^. 

His c;\iriofity, for it cannot be laid he 
v^as as' yet inftig4ted by a warmer p^fllon, 
r^md^red him however very careful not to 
fuffer the hour mentioned in tte lad/s 
letter to efcape 5 but though he was at 
the. place fomewhat .before the time, Ihe 
was the firft, and already waited his 
proach. •— As he turned by the conwar 
the pond, he began to refled, that as fb^ 

h*l 
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had given him no fign^I, whereby fhe 
might bie known, he might poflibly mif^ 
take for his Incognita fome other, whom 
choice Alight have direfted to the bench,- 
and was fomewbat at a lufs how to ac* 
coft her, in fuch a nianner, as that the 
irompliment might not make him be 
looked upon as nide or mad, by a 
perfon who had no reafon to expeft it from^ 
liim, 

« 

But (3ie lady, who, it is likely, was 
alfo fenfible fhe had been a little wanting 
in this part of the affignation, , foon eafed' 
'him of the fulpence he was in, by riling 
#om her feat, as he drew near, and fa- 
luting him with thefe words, — ' How 
** perfi^dly obliging,' faid fhe, ' is this, 

* punftuidityf — It alrtiofl totters f^I 
^ fhall liave ho reafon to repent the ftep 

* I hav0 taken.' -^ ' A perfon. who is inr 
^ jured,- replied mr, Truewotth,** * has 
'^ doiibtlefe a right to complain ^ «nd if I 
^ have," though rteV^i* fo unwa^y^ been 
^ guilty of any wrong,i>jJkrift^ oe too 
^ h^fly, nor tpo zealous y^ the rqmra- 
^ tion ;— -- be pleafcd thcrefoie, madam/ 

* to let me know the naturd'of nly of- 

* fence, and be afTured, tliat the ii^^iflies 

* of tny whole heart ihall be to expiate 

* it; 

M 5 la 
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In concluding thefe words^ bni of iicr 
gloves being off, he took hold of Ker 
hand, and kifs'd it with either a real, or 
a feeming warmth. — * Take care what 

* you iay/ criedfliie, « fcft I exaftmorc 

* irom you, than is in your poWcr to 

* perforin 5 but let us fit down^* purfucd 
flie, fufFering him ftiU to keep. her hand 
in his, * and beginning to fulfil the pro- 

* mife you have made, by Iktisfj^irtg me 

* in fome few points L have ta^^ widi 

* the fame fincerity as you would anfwcr 

* heaven/—' Be afllired I will/ f^lic^ 
putting her hand a fecond time to his 
mouth, ' and this Ihall be the book on 
^ which I will fwear to es^ei^ article.* 

\ 

* Firft then,*' demktided.fhe, ^ Are yon 

* marriedv or contrafted ?' -^ ' Ncitheu^ 

* by all that's dear,* faid Ee. — ^ Have 

* you no atfachment,! refumed flie, * to 

* any particular lady, that ihould hinder 

* your engaging with another ?* — « Not 

* any*upba my honour^* ^wered he.. 



I fhould before now Have acquiaihted' 
my reader,* that the lady waa. nor only 
maibuedy but aUb clofe muffled iri^, her 
hood, that mr. Truewortb could ^IMRi^yer 
no part even of the fide ot litelr ^x:% 
which, groY^i^g weary of this exan^^ioiv 

lug; 
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he took an opportunity to complain of. 
-r- * Why this unkind referve, my charm- 

* iftg Incognita ?' faid he, ' I have heard 

* of penitents, who, while confefling. 
^ crimes thfy were afhanied of, kept 

* their faces hid, but I believe there ne- 

* ver was a Gonfeflbr who concealed hinv- 
^ felf, -^permit me to fee to whom I am 

^ laying open* my heart, ,and I Ihall do it^ 
« with pleafure/ — ' Thar cannot be/ 
anfwered ftie> * even for the very reafon' 

* yoxi have alledged : — I have fomething. 
< to confefs to you, would fink me into 
' the earth with fhame, did you behoH 

* the mouth that utters it. — In fine^ 
,*, I love you, and after having told you^ 

* fo, can you expeft I will reveal myfelf.' 
— « Elfe how can I return the bounty as I 

* ought,' cried he, * or you. be affured 
« you have not lavifhed your favours on an^ 

* infenfible or ungrateful heart ?'* 

;« Time may do much', faid fHe ; «7** ^z 
.* longer and more free converfation with- 

* yQU may perhaps embolden mcxomake- 
^ a full diicovery of my face to you,, as 
Vl have already done of tny heart/ -^- 
Mr* .Tryewphh. then told her^^ that;, the 
plkcQ they were in woujd- illow biit very 

^iew freedpmsy and adde^^, that if he were- 
jpealiy lo happy as fhe flattered' Kirn lie- 
was,, (he muft permit him to wait on her,» 

M- 6 where^* 
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where he might have an opportunity «f 
teftifying the fenfe he had ot fo unhoped, 
and as yet fo unmerited a blcfling. ■■- 

• Alas !* cried fhe^ * I am quite a no- 

* vice in afSgnations of this fort, -^ I 
^ have fo entire a dependance on your 

* honour, that I dare meet you any where, 
• * provided you give xne your fojemn 

* promife not to take any incatfures for 

* Knowing wlio i am, nor make any at- 

* tempts to oblige me to unnialk, till 

* 1 have affumed courage enough to bq- 
^ come vifible of my own free wiH/ 

Mr. TVueworth readily enou^^ave 
her {he promife Ihe exafted frdm him, 
not at all doubting but he Ihould be eafify 
able to find means to engage her donfcnt 
for the fatisfadion of his curiofity,'. in 
thefe points, '—= • Well theh,' faidfte, 

* it belongs to ypu to name^ place pr^r 

* for thefe fccret interviews.' . v 

On this, after a littte paufe, he an- 
iwered, that fince fhe judged it inoon- 
'Venienrfbr him to wait^pn hef at hotne, 
or any other pjace where fht^^waf^.kn<^ 
he wodd^ about the clofe' of day; at i^ 
certain coffee-houfe, which he*tiamcHit> 
her. — . < Where,' continued he, * I w!ll 

attfefici 
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Sttend your commands, and on your 
*-condcfcending to flop at the cjoor in a 

♦ hackney coach, will immediately come 
' fopth, and conduiJt you to a houfe fe- 

• cure from all danger of difcovery/ — 

♦ She i^elitated not a moment to comply 

• with ^is propofal, yet in the fame breath 
« Ihe did fo, affeded to he under fomd 

* fears, which before ihe had not 

• made the leafl: fhew of;-r-faid, Ihe 
hoped . h^ W011I4 not abufe the confir 
dence ihe repofed ^h him, r-^ that Ec would 
take no advantage of the weaknefs. fht 
hadihewn,- — that thpurfi Ihe loved hini 
with tWinbft tender paflibn^ and could 
not hafVe lived 'without ' revedliriW it to 
him^J yet tier inclinations were innbden|:* 
and pare ai thofe of a veftal virgin, an^ 
a great deal more ftufF of the like fort^ 
which thou^ mf.Truewqrth could fcarce 
refraii^ from ftiiiiing ^t, yet he anfWered 
widi ail the fe|;ipufiicifs ima^lpalile, -^ Vi 

• fhodd hk uri#brthy , macfein, of the af- 

* feftion you honour me With,^ faid he, 
^ were. I capable of afting towards yoy 

* in any manner unbecoming 6F ydu, ^f 

* of myfelf i- ind you may depend I fha^ 
^ endeaivOur to regulate my dpfifes, fo as 
I to riiider them agreeable to yours/ 

r Aft^ 
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After. fome further difcourfe otth^ )lijc« 
nature, fhe rofe up^ and took Jier leave, 
infifting at parting, that he ihould tvOOt 
attempt to folbw her, or take aay .j»c- 
thod to find out what way fhe weati; 
which injunftion he punftually obeyed, 
not ftirring from the bench,, 'till, flie was 
quite out of fight* 

■ ■ * 

This adventure prodigiouffy ^nufeii 
him ; -^ never, in his whole life, had he • 
met with aiw thing he kpew fo little how 
to judge oh — She had nothing of the 
air of a woman of the town,» and befides,. 
he knew it was not the inteipeft of ihofe, 
who made a trade of their favours, to 
difpenfe them in the manner ihe f^med 
to intend j — nor could he think her a: 
perfoA of the condition and character her 
letter intimated. He could not conceive, 
that any of thofe h^ was acquainted with, 
would runNfu6h lengths for t;he. gratifica- 
tion of their paflipn, efpedally for a man, 
who had not taken the leafi; jpainis to in<- 
Ipire it, — Sometimes he imag^nedi it was 
a trick put upon him, in order to xn»kc 
trial how far his vanity woulll eix^aehd' in , 
boafting of it ; — it even caitie li^tp .Jii3 i 
head, that mifs Betfytherfelf li^^^ W 
Ibmebody to perfonate the amorous wk 
cognita, for no other purpofe thaa^>^ ^ 

diveit- 




divert herfelf, and difappoint his higlv 

railed €xpedatk)n ; but this laft couje&ure 

dwelt not long upon him:: — * he had 

heard ihe now enteitakied anotlier lover, 

with whom flie was very much taken up, 

and, confequently^ would not give herfelf 

fo piuch trouble about one> who had ea- 

tirely quitted her, — In fine, he knew 

not what to think, as he could not tell 

how to, believe he had made fuch an im- 

^preflion upon any woman, withput knowr 

I ihg it^ as the . Incognita pretended^ he 

vwas apt to imagine he fhould neither fee 

liorhea^: any more of her.-— This uncer^ 

tainty, however, employed his mind the 

whole day,^ and he was bo lefs impatient 

for the proof, than he would have 

I Been,, if adoaliy in love with his invifibfc 

millrefi.- 

The wiihed-for hour at lafL arrived,, 
and he waited not long before he was eaJfed 
of cme part of his fuJj)ence, by being tolcl,. 
alady ill a hackney coaeh enquired lor 
him: — ^he was extremely plealed to find, 
at leaffj he had not been impofed upon,, 
by ; a tsick of any of his froHcktome 
compa|u^ns, and immediately flew to the 

'coa^l^de,. where feeing it w^ indeed 
his ^^^gnita,, he jumped dire£ily in, with 

! jt tr^fport, wMlch, doubtlefs, was v^ry 
?gjceable to her. 

Thougji. 
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Though he had often fteafd Ibme geq!^ 
tlemen fpeak of h6ufes, where t^o pcr- 
fons of different fexei might at any time 
be received, and have the privilege of 
ehtertainirig each other with ill the free- 
dom and 'privacy they coqld defire, yet as 
he had never been accuftotned to intrigues 
of this nature, and thought he Ihould 
have no occafion to make ufe of fuch 
places, he had not given himffelf thte 
trouble of alking where they mirfit be 
found, therefore had now no omer re- 
fource, than either a tavern, or a bagnio, 
thfe latter of which he looked upon, for 
more reafons than one, as the moft com- 
modious of the two, fo ordered the coach- 
man to drive to one in Silver-ftreet ^ -*- 
he excufed himfelf at the fame time to 
the Jady, for not having been able to 
provide a better iafylum for her recep- 
tion ; but ihe appeared perfectly content, 
— told him, ihe had put heifelf pftder 
his care, — relied imon his honour and 
difcretion, — and left all to his dircftibn. 

Being come into the bagnio, they were 
fliewed into a handfome large rootn^ wtA 
a bed-chamber within it/r — »Mt..*^ 
worth had his eye on ejrery ' thiflg 
inttant, and finding all was right, or 
a fupper to be prepared, and then 
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tht Jv^tcr, hcfwoiild difpence .withlus 
atcenddnqe, tiU k was ready. f~ As foon 
a&iie found Jiimfelf alone with his Incog- 
nita, * Now, my angel,* faid he, cm- 
bracicig her, ' I have an opportunity to 
rthunk .y0ii -for the affeftion you have 
flattered me with the hopes of, but at ^ 
the fame time tnuft complain of the 
.little prbofe ^ou give me of it ; '— ^ the ' 
greateft ftr^ger to your heart would 
be allowed tne privilege of a falute, 
yet J ^m denied . the pleafure of touch- ^ 
ing thofe dear lips, which have de- 
Inouaccd my hajipinefs/ -4- * Dp not jte- 
.proachme,* anfwercd Ibe, ♦ with^dbny- 
ing wiiat is pot yet in iny power i to 
griant •, -— I cannot let yovi fee my face, 
land you have proixvfcd not to force me/ 
V hay«,' cepUed he •, * feut that pro^ 
niifef binds me^not from indulging ntiy' 
impatient wifhes with things you have 
not ftipulated : — • your neck, your 
breads are free, and thofe I will be re- 
venged upon.* — With thefe words he 
took fome liberties with her, which may 
better be conceived than' . defcribed ; — 
ihe but faintly refifted, and, perhaps, 
would have permitted him tapikc greater 
^DS m^ued, but the difcbvery of her 

It he chiefly wanted : * You 
^W^ bMczA^ cried he, ^oblige me 

^ %ith a touch c^ thoK lov;j|Bii^P^ ^ ^^ 

* forbid 
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^ forbid to gaze upofi;^^ here-i$ a dadc 
^ recefa,' contbuod ihc,, )pQintii]^.D^rthe 
inner room, ' will fave youir' bluihes/ ^-^ 
He then raifed her from the chair, and 
drawing her gently tow^cjis the^^dtoor, 
fung, in a very harmcmious rmo^^ rtbis 
ftanza : . » 

* Away with this idle, this fcrupiUous fotf, 

* For a kifi in the dark, 

* Cry'd the amorous fpark, 

* There is nothing, no nothing too dear/ 

paving led her into the chamber, and ' 
feated her on the bed, which happened to' 
be fo diipofed^ that no gleam of light 
came upon it, from the candles in the 
next room, — * Now, my charmer,* faid 
he, taking hold of her mafk„ * you 
^ have no excofe lor keeping oia this in-' 

* viduous cloud.' — ' How impoflSblc is 

* ^it,' anfwered Ihe, letting it fall into his 
hand, * torefufc you any things!* 



What converfation after this p^^EM be- 
tween them, I fhall leave to the t=eacier^s 
imagination, and .only fay, that the v^ice 
of the Incognita being more d" 
able by the button of her mj 
removed, mr. Troeworth 
thinkmg, he had heard 
very like thoife With which 
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ilMer^illjed, though' where, or from what 
tftbiaflAilliiey faid prdcdeded, he was not 
able «>^i^t611ea:. 

^ IPhiS'jtonjc&Xire, however, rendering 
Wtti Wott iHtipatient than ever for the 
difcovery ; he omitted nothing in ins' 
power, either by words or aftions, to dif- 
Iw^^ herlfrolrf^re-affliamtng her vizard, 
when they fhouid quit that fcene of dark- 
nefs. — * How gladly would I comply,^ 
cri^ Ihe, * but that I fear -— / * Fear* 

* what J' cried mr. Trueworth, eagerly* 
interrupting her. -^ * I fear to I6fe?y6u,* 
replied fhe, fondly embracing him j — 

* my face is alreaciy but too well known 
< to you ; — :you have oftoi fcen it, but 
*'feen it without thofe enK)tions I endea^ 

* vour to inlpirc : — - how then can I now 

* hope it will have *the 4ffed I wi(h !* -— 

* Unkindly judged,* ^aid he, * with what 

* indifference foever I may have regarded 

* you, the endearing fbftnefs, the en- 

* chanting tranfports you have now 
^'i)fefled me with. Would give new charms 

* to every feature, and make nrie find 

* perfefticms I never faw laefore. -^Come 
then,', my goddefs,' omtinued he, raif- 

' fliinc with full luftre on me, 
me your srdorer/ — * Well,' 
you are not to be refifted^ 
11 venture/ 

Thefc 
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ber door, and fhewed the feicognita tt) her 
amazed gallant, to be no odier than mi& 
Flora. — « Mifs Fl^a MeUafin ! • — Gobd 

* heavens !* cried be. — ' Y^u fecm &r- 

* prifed and fhockM,* feid Ihe : — ' alasf 

* my ai:5>rehenfions were too juft.' — 
^ Pardon me, madam,' ^nf^red he, * I 
^ am indeed furprifed, but it is through 

* Ui e^c^fs of joy •, -— cpuW I have ever 

* thought, the favp^irs I hare received 

* w^re . b^ftjG^iwd bi^ iihe amiable mifo 

* ,:Fiflra McAWn P 

)t 4s certain) th^ his ja(k»mfimient.atf 
fi^ft Vf0(& ^myi^^ti but rccoveiaDg him-^ 
f^iffm it in a ihort time, a thSSniatd 
miT^es i«i fnifs {i'lofa!^ former behairioui* 
towards him P€<^«iri^ to his i^memhi^ooe^ 
an^ li¥^^ l^im wonder at twnfelf for not 
having fooner found her out, in the per- 
&n orliis Incognita. -»— Tbey pafled their • 
time, till the night was pretty far ad- 
yanced, in a manner very agreeable to 
each ot^r, nor patted widiout reciprocal 
afiUrapce of renewing this tender iijter- 
cwrfe the aext day, at the famte {>j[aoej | 
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CHAP. XXIL 

Gives an account of a farther^ and 
more laudable motive J to induce mr: 
Trueworth to put off bis intended 
journey into the country^ 

rC H O UGH it pis ipfipoffible for a man 
of fenfe p^ hav« any real love for a 
woi^an> whom he cannot efteem, yet xnr. 
Trueworth found enough in the aeceeable 
pprfon and fpnghtly humour oi mife 
f lor^i %o diffip^te tbpfe uneafy refledtions^ 
which,^ in f|Hte Q^\kim^ had lurked in his 
jBii|d^ on mifs Betfy's aecoi^nt : — the 
.^BUOjyu: wish this fond girl aobrded him a 
j^afing aoHifement for a time, and^ 
without filling ^Ms l|eaift;wi?h a npw paf- 
fion, cleared it of thofe remains of his 
forn|ef ^ 0^%^ wMch hp bad ^ t^k&n fo mmch 

jpaiflis ^jo-ejpcjrpi^*^ 



■♦-ri^. 



Whienwer he thought of mifs Betfy, 
,agi ifejyjas i/i^poffibje ayoungiady, he once 
^^d ^w^^W^ f%much 4;enderH^, ftiould 
not fometimes come into his thoughts, it 
-Wasfyonly with a friendly cpncern for her 
^agined fall. — * It ii^^lo wonder/ would 
Jbe pften fay to hisifeifi ' that fo young, 

^ and 
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« and lorely a creature^ under the tui(^ 
^.of awomaapt ladyMdkfiii'sdiiarafbery 
^ and the conftant companion of one of 
' miis Floral difpofitkm, endued with 

* channs to eiocite the warmeft wiflies, 
-« and unprovided with fufficient arms foe 

* her defence, fhouid have yielded to die 
^ temptations of an unwarrantable flaim/ 
— In fine^ he pitted her, but no mora^ -^ 

Thus entirely freed from all'prepof^ 
f^on, and hb heart altnok in the fame 
litis^ion, as before he never knew what 
it w» to love, he was ei^ly ^ perfwaded 
by his friends to give over .all thou^ts of 
going into the country, Mid? ftay ta j>*r- 
take^ in a moda-ate way, thofe pismires 
of the town, which ifee many lifieafy mo- 
ments he had fuft^ned, ^ during his Court* 
fhip with mifs 'Betfy^ had kept hiixb;bi- 
therto from haviiig any reli&i^r. -- ^ - 

But this ftate of incHifiiTeimlafted^noc 
long, ^— an objeft prefented itifelf to him^ 
infpiring him with, a pailion, wMdi had 
ib much of reaibn fpr its guide^^^smade 
him think it rather Ms glory^ tlmn his 
misfortune, to be a feccmd time qafiaifsed. 
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Among all the friends and ;ftc||i|a»il* 
tance he had in town, tb^e^^nira^r npiii^ 

ftiorc valued and efte^ned4 than fi«.d^isil| 

Loveitt 



■« 



^ «■ 
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Lovcit: -•— they had been for fome time 
infeparable compamohs*; but accidents, 
either on the one fide or the other, hav- 
ing hindered their meeting for feveral 
days, mr. Trueworth went one morning 
ta vifit him at his houfe : — he found 
him at home, but the hail fo incumbered 
with trunks and boxes, that there was 
fcarce a pa/iage to the parlour doon — 
' Welcome, my dear friend,' feid fir Ba- 
zil^ who, having fcen him from a win- 
^W, run down fi^irs m r^eiVe him ; 
^ you fkid me in a fi:range difbrder here, 
^ but I have got a couple of women ^ut 

* of the country, and that fcx, I think, 

* like a giberdd officer, can never move 
« without 01 ^waggon load of trumpery at 
> therr taU;* -^--^ * What, marrfedi* cried 
mT:Tr«worth. — ' No fiSith^' faki the 

' odicr, * but the arrival of two fitters laft 

* night from Staflfordfliire, gives mte a 
^ fort of fpecimen of the hurry I am to 
^ expeft wheal i become a; Aiufeand;* - ' 

* The hurry,' faid mr. Trueworth, 

< you fccm to eomplaih' of, muft needs 

< be a very agree^le one, and I heartily 
^-congratidate yim ^^n it. -^A fingle 
' man, like you, makes but a very foli- 
^tary figure, in a great wUd hoi^;^— 

\^ thefe ladies will fill the t^cuum> and 

* ghre-a doubk life to -your family.^ — 

* Nay,' 
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* Nay/ r€ifumed fir B^ziH *Ifliaftn6t 

* have them long, with me, —they hate 

* London, a^ld never come but once in 
«,two yeiirs, to buy cioaths^ a^d- fee 

* fafhion$ •, — befides one of them is 
' married, and the other fo fond of her 

* fitter, that I believe fhe would not quit 

* her to be a diitchefs. ^— Indeed it is not 

* much to be wondered at, our mother 

* dying when fhe^was very youngs Har- 

* rioci for. fa fhfe is caUed, was. brought 

* u^ under her fifter^ who is eight years 

* older than herfclf^ and they never have 

* been afiinder two days in their lives.* 

Mr. Trueworth then escpftda^ed on the 
^mk$ki&o^b ot &mk an harmony between 
perfotis of the lame bloody to- which fir 
Bazil replied, that it was more th^n or- 
dinarily fortunate for his Mers*, — ' for,* 
faid.he, * th^ elder of them being, mar- 

* ried ijuft before my mother^s dcatlt, my 

* fathfar committed: to her. the-.-care cf .the 

* younger, as fhe was reckoned a woman 

* of greati^r prudence than might be ex- 

* pedted from her years. -^ My brother 

* Wellair, for that is the name of the 

* gentleman: fhe iwrried, though a very 

* good hufbarid in the main, is a greit 

* fportfmari, takes : rather too much 'd^^, 
^ light in his hawks and hounds^* fidd. 

* gives his wife but little of .his comffoij 

* ia^ 




Afi^ Betsy Thoughtless. 265 

« • in the day, fo that if it were not for 

* Harriot fhe would pafs her time un- 
' comfortably enough* — In finie, the 
*- younger is iniproved by the leflbns of 
' the elder, and the elder diverted by the 
' Iprightlinefs and good humour of the 

* younger.' 

, Sir Bazil, who had an extreme regard 
for. his . lifters, could not forbear enter- 
taining mr, Trvieworth on this fubjeft all 
the time he. was there, and at parting 
told hinij he would not alk him to ftay 
dinner that day, becaufehe fuppofed they 
would be very bufy in unpacking theif 
thijogs^ and fitting themfelves in order, 
but Mngagi^ ,hin> to come on the follow- 

>.."■■',- ' * 

Mr. Trueworth thought no farther on 

what had paffed, than to remember his 

pi;omife, which he accordingly fulfilled. 

~3ir B^il re(feiyed hw with open arms, 

an^ cphduifi^ed hirri .into the dirfing|-:room, 

' w^er,e tn^' two \^ladies '. were fitting : -?* 

thpy >vere^ both very handfome ' : — ^ the 

el4e^ was extremely graceful, and, 'at firft 

gl^j^^e, appeared to be.the moft. ftriking 

be'atity of fhe twp yhut on ^ feCphd^J, the 

younger had the. advantage :—- (he tvlus 

^ note altogether fo tall as her filler, nor 

'^'Ys>u II. N had 
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had a Ikin of that dazzling whitene) 
but her (hape was exquifite, — her coj 
plfexion clear, • — her eyes Iparicling, 
all her ifeatuft^s perfedly Regular, and ac^ 
companied with ia* (w'eetnefs, '^hich'ha.f^ 
in it fomewhat ifTiSfiftably attr^ftive. 

. After the firft compliments were over, 
neither of them loft, oy their njaMner of 
converfatioii, any pift 6f that admiration 
which their eyes had gaihed. -^Mfs. 
Wellair talked pretty mueh, y6t fo agree- 
ably,' that no body C6tlld Be tired of 
hearing her ; — mife Haitiot' fppke much 
lefs, but all flie faid difcbverdi a ditlicaq 
bf fentiment, and a kl'cJgmeftt faf ^vc 
her years. — Sir Bazn^had a targe i^te, 
he lived up to the height of it, had a V«ry 
elegant tafte, and J^jcomplaifance to his 
fitters, as well as tOTiis firfenti, tirhb had 
iiever dined with hith before finee hie fet 
up houlekeeping, had taken dxt that 
day to oinit nothing in his bill ^rfife, 

;that coujd excite, 6r gratify, thfe iXiik 

*l^ixiiri6i}s appetite ^ yet it WaS '^the tWt, 
'^rit, and good hfumdifr lol' the iWtt- 
pany, ^^ecially of fnifs M'ifiib't, i^^t 
to mr. Trueworth, riiade the mbft .%et$e- 
9kiii part Qf the entertaiinrnftplr 
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When' the defeit was over, and the. 
healths of abfent friends toaftcd in To- 
kay and Frontiniac, they all adjourned 
into the drawing-room, where cotFec and, 
tea were fi>on after brought in ; — mrsi. 
Wellair having been advifcd by her phy- 
Jidaos to refrain the ufe of any of tfaefe 
liquors, on accoupt of fome dif^rder flie 
had aimplained of, t«ok this opportu- 
nity of dcfiring leave to retire, in order 
»} acquaint . her hufband, it being poft-. 
night, with her fafe arrival in town. 

Agreeable «s her converfation waj« 
m». Trueworth found no mife of her, as 
the lovely Harriot was left behind : — 

,on the contrary, he was rather rejoiced, 
in the hope Ihe would now give her 

' tongue a greater latitude than Ihe had 
done intthe prcfeftce of one, whom he 
cafily pcrceiwd, (he Ipoked upon as her 
fuperior in underftanding, as well as 
years i and to fH»vokc her to it, art- 
fully introduced fonie difcourfe on the 

,picafurts of the town, aiid faid to fir 

tBazil. it jibemed to him a kij»d of mi- 
racle, thatilb young and beaucifi)! a lady, 
as miJ^ Harriot, could content herfeJf 
with the obfcuriiy of a country Ijft, — 
•Few ofber age, indeed,' replied fir 
N 2 Bazil, 
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Bazil, * would choofe to live in the 

* manner fhe does, but though I Ihould, 
perhaps, not be of the fame way of 

* thinking, if I we:ce a woman, and in her 

* place, yet I cannot but fay, my reafon 

* approves of her conduct in this point/ 

■ «i . . 

' « London,' faid fhe, ' is a. very mag- 

* hificent, opulent city, and thofc who 
"'have their lot caft to live in it, may, 
' doubtlefsf, find • fufficieftt to content 
^ them -, but as for thofe amufements, 

which you gentlemen call the pleafures 
of the town, and which fo many people 
take every winter fudi Ixmig journies 
merely to enjoy, I can fee nothing* in 
them, which a reafonable pcrfon may 
not very well difpenfe with the want 

Ofr' 

« What think you of the court, ma- 
dam'?* cried mr. Trueworth. -^ ' As 
of "a place I would always choofe tb 
avoid, replied Ihej-^ I heartily pity 
the fatigue of thofe, who are obliged 
to attend, and am tempted to :kii^ at 
the ftupidity of thofe, who j^lS^tiJte 
it without neceflity. — I am ali^azed to 
think how any one of common fenfe 
can be at fo great an expence for r^ 
ploaths, to go to a place where^ftcj 
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^ muft fuffer as great pain in ihewing 

* them. — Blefs me! to Hand for two or 

* three hours together, mute as a fifh, — ^ 
' upright as an arrow, and when the fcene 

* is over, walk backward like a crab, 

* curtfying at every ftep, though their 

* legs are fo tired, th^y are fcarce able to 

* "go through the ceremony.' ^ 

* A mafquerade then,' refamed mr. 
Trueworth, wilHng to try her farther,' 

what fay you madam to a mafqueraie ? 
I hope you will allow no freedom of 
behaviour - is wanting there.' — ' I 
fhould like a mafquerade extremely,* 
anfwered flie, > if condufted in the fame 
manner I have been told they are in 
Italy, and fome other places, where 
only perfons of condition are admitted, 
and none prefumes to fay that under a 
vizard, which he either would, or ought 
to be aftxamed of, when it is pluck'd 
off ; -^ but the venal ones you have 
here, are my utter deteftation ; — they 
feem to me to licence, under a fhew of 
innocent diverfion, not only folly, but 
all kind of prophanenefs, and inde^' 
cency;' 

* It muft be owhed, madam,' faid mn. 
Trueworth, * that your fentiments on 

N 3 ♦ both 
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* both thcfe fubjefts are extremely jv^y^ 

* but you can have no fuch o\>]^jonf 

* againft a play, or opera.' — * No, fir/ " 
* anfwered Ihe, ** I look upon a good play 

* as one of the moll improving, as well 

* as agreeable entertainments, a thinking 

* mind can take : — and as for an opera,' 
— * Aye fifter,' cried fir Bazil, interrupt- 
ing her, ' - the operj^, — take care what 

* you fay of the op^ra ; — - my friend 

* here is a paflionate lover of mufick, 

* and if you utter one fyllable a^inft his 

* favourite fcience, you will certainly paf$ 

* in his opinion for a floic.! — ' I fliould 
« deferve it,' fiud Ihe, * and be in reality 

* as infenfible as that fefl: of philofophers 
^ ajfcft to be, if I were not capable of 

* being touched by the charms of har- 
^ mony/ 

^ Then, madam,' faid mr.Trueworthi 

* there are two of the pleafures of Lon- 

* don, which are fo happy ta receive 

* you approbation.' **— ^ Not only my ap- 

* probation,' replied flie, * but my ap* 

* plaufe. -^I am, indeed, a very great 

* admirer of both, yet can find way? to 

* make myfelf eafy, without being pre-^ 

* fent at either, and, at the difl:ance of a 
^ hundred miles,, enjoy in theory all the 

* fatiSi- 
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« fatisfaftion the reprefentation could af- 

* ford.' 

.* This is fomewhat extraordinary^ in- 
' deed madam,' cried mr. Trueworth; 
' be fo good as to let us know by what 

* mediod/ — It is this, fir,* anfwered Ihe ; 

* — j^ for the plays, — I have a ver^ 
' good collection of the old ones by me, 

* ^nd have all the new ones fent down to 

* me as they come out ; — when I was 

* laft in London, I was feveral times at 

* the theatre^ — I obfcrved how the aftors 

* knd ai^^relfes varied thei;* voices and gef- 

* tures, according to the different clia- 

* rafters they appeared in on the ftage ; — 

* and thus, whiift I am reading any play, 

* am enabled to judge pretty near how it 

* Ihews in reprefentation. — I have, in- 

* deedj fomewhat more difficulty in bring- 

* ing the opera home to me, yet I am To 

* happy, as to be able to procure a iha- 

* dow of it at leaft j — we have two or 

* three gentlemen in the neighbourhood, 
^ who play to great perfection on the 
^violin, and feveral ladies, who' have 

* very pretty voices, and fome (kill in 

* mufic ; — my filler touches the bafs- 

* viol finely, and J play a little on the 

* harpfichord ; — we have all our parts 

* in fcore before us, which we execute 

N 4 * to 
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* to the bcft of our power : — it fervc 

* however, to divert ourfelves, and thof^j 

* friends who think it worth their ^hiXi 

* to come to hear us.' 

Mr. Trueworth cried put, in a kind 
of rapture, as foon as flie had done fpeak- 
i'^g? -^ ' Who would not think himfelf 
' happy to be one of the audience at fuch 

* a performance ?' — He was going on, 
but mrs. Wellair returned, on which h« 
direfted the compliments he was about 
to make mifs . Harriot, equally to the 
other ; — which ftie returned with a great 
deal of politenefs. — - The converfation 
afterwards turned on different fubjeds, 
and was very entertaining ; — fome othejr 
company coming; in, mr. Trueworth 
would have taken leave, but lir BazU 
would not . permit him, — lie flayed the 
whole evening, and when he went home, 
carried with him fuch an idea of the 
lovely Harriot's perfeftions, that fcarce 
any confideration would have been power- 
ful enough to have made him quit tl^e 
town, while fhe continued in it. . 
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.1.1 

JRefw^s to mifs Betfy's adn^enfures^ ft^om 
which the two Jormerwer^ but a di^ 
grejjion^ though a very necejfary onCy 
. as ivill hereiafter appear^ 

1 F mife B^tfy ,had been .made acqu^nte^ 
.with: the manner in^ which mn Tru©- 
WorthpafsM \yis tkiie,^ and the inducer 
mientsihe had to.ftay )ifi London,, doubts 
lefs her vanity wgw Id, have been;highly 
piqued ; but fte had not as yet this, ful>- 
]t£t for mortification s on the contr^jjry,. 
Ihenathei* imaguied he lingered here .on 
her aciQunt, — that he repented Mim ol 
the Jetter he had; fent her,, though his 
fpirit was too great to acknowledge it 
dir^<3:ly, and waited the arrival of her 
brother Frank, in hopes of engaging him^ 

to make his peace.. ^ - t > . 

■ . . > . - . ' ■ . 

- ■' ■ • - : • - -^ I ' . , . i . i * » 

With thefe . fuggeftions did fhe pleaft 
herfelf, whenever he came into her mind 4 
but indeed fhe .4iad -but little room for 
meditation o'n his account -, — - not only 
mr.. Munden plied her clofe with prefents, 
.^ N,5 -— treatsi 
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' — treats, — fine fpecches, and all f:J^^ 
tokens of impatient love, but flie W.^j 
alfo another conqueft of a more late, ^nd^ 
confequcntly to a young Ijdy pf her hu- 
mour, a more pkaing aera. 

r 

She had been one day at her mantua- 
maker^s, to confult on fome matters re- 
lating to her drcfs, and was a little fur- 
prifed to fee the woman come the next 
morning, before ihe was out of bed, to 
her lodgings. — * Heyday^ hh-s. •Mod^ 
•* ly,' cried fhc, * what fc^g^ you here 

* thus early ?' — '* Indeed^ madam/ an- 

* fwered me> * I could not well come 

* out ; — I have eight or nine gowns in 

* the houie now, which flieuld all have 
^ been finiflied, and fent home to-day \ 

* — the ladies will tear me to pieces about 
^ them, but I left all my bufinefs^ and 
" run away to acquaint you with a thing 

* you little dream of. -— Ah \ mils Betfy, 

* fuch a fine gentleman ! - — fuch a vm 

* eftatef — but *tis no wonder/ continued 
ihe, * you are fo pretty, that you make 

* all the men die for you.*^ — < What is 

* it you are talking on ?* cried mifs Betfy^ 

* pritheedearModely explain.'— ^ Lord !^ 
replied the other, ^ I am fo tranfport^, 

* that I know not how to contaii^^ly^* 

* fclf i — but I will tcU yWj— 
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^ yefterday at my houfe, -7- fir Frederick 
^ Fineer, whq l9^g^ in my jfoft ^oor, r-*^ 
.' the fweeteltaqd 9)pft geixer^l^s / gentle-^ 
!5,inan tha^t $ver liyed, tp be fure -, —but 
X* tha,t is nothing to th^ purpofe, — • he 
^ im you frpm hjs dining-room window, 
^ wlien you c^me OMt of yoyr chair, — ^^ 
f ^n4, wcHiid yQU^ l?eliev^ it, was fo 

* ftruck, that l^g irpmedia^^Jy fell dowa 

* in a fwoon : — yOii were but juft gone, 

* -^hen- his vajei; de chambre, fgr he 

* keeps 0iF^ feprams, two in livery ^ and 
^ one oift, €i9f30Lt 6f>wt\ to me, arid fetched 

* me to his inafter. -:— ' Oh! mrs. Mode* 
- ly> faid hjB tpjjie,, * what angel have 

ypu g^t bj^lqw ? -r- TeU me who ftie 
if ? -— If fhe is ?kpt ali:ea4y married, I 
*' will giye my whole eftate to obtain 
** l^r, — I afk not what her fortune is, 
" — if I cpuld once ,caU that divine 
** creai;uje my wife, Ihe fliould command 
« aj(l i ^m jvorth." 

* Indeed, mjidam,' continijed fhe, * I 

* w^ fo mijch amazed, tli^^t I had not 

* iiic. power of fpeaking ; and he, I fup^ 

* .pofeji Interpijeting my filence as a re* 

* fufal of anfwering his demands, fell 

* ii^to fuc^ diftraftions, — fuch ravings, 
*. as frighted me almoft out of ,my wits, 

* and at lalt, to quiet him, I told him, 

N 6 ^ * — I 
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* — 1 hope you will forgive me, — your 

* name, and where you lived, and that 

* you were not married : — on this he 

* feemed pretty eafy, and I left him; ^ 
^ but about two hours after, he Tent for 

* me again, — defired I would go direft- 

* ly to you, — make you a declaration of 

* love in his name, and beg you to give 

* him leave to vifit you in perfbn.* ' 

* Blefs nie !* cried mifs Betfy,' * can 

* the man neither fpeak, nor write for 

* himlelf?* — * I told him, madam,' 
rcfumed mrs. Moddy, ^ that it would 
« not be well taken from me ; — Bunie 
^ was quite mad, would liften to no 
^ reafon, 'till I bethought myfelf of a 

* ftratagem, which ^ I fancy, yqu will not 

* difapprove : — -I made him; -believe,. 

* that there was no need of my going 
•^ to you, — that you were to- call upon 

* me about a gown this aftemooft^ — 

* that I would perfuade you to ftay and 
i* yriitk tea, and he mijght come into the 

* room, as if by chance, and entertain 

* you with what difcourfe he thought 
« proper. — Now I would faifl have you 

* come,* purfued Ihe; ^ for if you do 
^ but like his perfon,fuch an offer lis -not 

^ to be rejcaed' ^ ^^ ' 
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^ I do not regard the offer,' faid mifs 
Betfy ; ^ but I do not know but I may- 
come juft to divert myfelf a little.' — 
That's a dear good lady,* erred the 
other. — About five, I believe, ' will 
be a proper time.'— i-* Aye thereabout,* 
replied mifs Betfy ; * but, dear Modelyl, 
don't let him know you have' fpoke a 
word to me concerning him.'-^* No^ 
— no,* faid Ihe, * I Ihall not tell him 
I have, feen you.* 

During the whole time this woman 
ftayed, which was, indeed, much longer 
thaa might have been expefted, from a 
perfon of that extraordinary bufinefs fhe 
pretended,, nothing wa& talked on but fir 
Frederick Fineer •, — fhe told mifs Betfy^ 
that to her certain knowledge, he was. 
of one of the beft families in Cornwall; 
that he had - a great eftate in poflTeflionv 
and another in reverfion, and, befidesv 
was the next of kin to a coronet ^ that 
he kept company with nothing but lords 
and dtike5, and that they we;re always. 
courting his company., 

Thoi^h mils Betly afi^efted to treat aH. 
fhe laid with indifference, yet fhe had^ 
giTCfi an attentive ear to. it, aad after fhe 

was. 
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was gone, began to rumage over all i^erf 
prnamep^ts, — tryed one, and then awo- — 
tKer, to fee which would become her 
beft, in order to fecure a viftory, whicfe 
ihe imagined would aflford fo much trir 
umph. r^ * Whether I marry him or i\px^ 
faid flie to herfel4 ^ the addrefles of a 

* man of hi3 rank wiU make me of fqm? 

* coalideration in the world v -t- ^d i 

* ever I dq become a wife, I fh9ul4 like 

* to be a woman pf ,quality j -^ thpy may 

* fay what they will, but a title .Jias pror 

* digious charms in it -, — the name of 

* Fineer alfp becomes it ^ -?f- lady Fi,neer's 
« fervants there ! -— lady . Fineer's coa^ 

* CO the doQr, would found vaftly agrecr 

* able at the play or opera/ 

She alfo pleafedherfelf with the thought, 
that being courted by a perfon Cjf fir Fre- 
derick's quaUty, an4 efti^te, M(C(uJ4 im- 
mediately put to f4e;nce all the reproaches 
and remonftrances fhe migh; qti^rwife 
have expefted to be perfecuted with, ty 
her brother Frank, on mr. Truewprth's 
account ; — . a4ad this imagination j^^s, of 
itfelf, fufficient to give hqr ap infinite f^ 
tisfaftion : — in fine, ftie found ib muck 
in this new effeft ©f her charms, to cle- 
"vate and delight both hei; vanity and con- 
vcnience^ that fhe ponged with ^^ ^^fc 

impatiencfc 
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impatience for ^ fighr of her admirer, as 
•mrs. Modely had told her he was under, 
for a fecond interview wij^ her. 

Some part of the tedious moments Were, 
howeyer, taken up, in a manner flie was 
far from expqfting : —j fhe y^as fcarce rifei^ 
from her toilette ^ when word was brought 
her, that a young lady, wha called her- 
felf mife Flora MeJlafin, was come to 
-wait upon her.^ As fhe had never feen 
her fince her being driven from mr. 
Goodman's, the vifit » liftk iurprifed 
her, ^nd ihe would hav« been glad, if 
common civility had difpenfed with hei* 
receiving it ; for though the pity ftie^he^ 
had felt for. h^r misfortunes, had greatly 
effaced the mi^mory of the iiyurious treat- 
ment fhe had met with from her, yet fh^ 
never defired to continue any correfpon- 
dencc with her, after they were once part^ 
ed : befides, as fhe had no reafon to look 
upon her cQmiog as any proof of her 
friendfhip or good-will, but rather with 
a defign of doing her fome private pre- 
judice, fhe refblved to behave entirely re- 
fcrved towar<^her. 

Her conjeftures were not groundlcfs r 
— that complication of every worft paf- 
fion that caA &li the hum^n hearty 'could 

pot 
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not be perfeftly fatisfied, even amidft 
the moft unbounded gratification of her 
amorous defires, with the man that had 
excited them : — the dread of lofing him 
embittered all the tranfports l)f pofleffion ; 
fhe very w^U knew he had broke off witli 
mifs Bttly, and- doubted not but that 
event had happened through the artifice 
flie had put in prafticej yet as there was 
a ^offibility, that the adventure of Den- 
ham fhouW be unraVfelled, aiid the inno- 
cency of mifs Betfy cleared \a^, ihe trem- 
bled left fuch ah ecclaittifenient fhould 
renew all his former tendcrneis for rhat 
once fo much loved rival, ^and herfelfbe 
reduced to all the horrors of- defpair and 
fhame. — It was, therefore, to founds the 
inclination of mife Betfy, that alone 
brought her thither, in- the wicked hope^ 
that if there was the kaft probability of 
a reconciliation between them, fhe might 
find fome opportunity of traverfing: all 
the fteps that might be taken by either 
party for that purpofe. 

' f ■ -■ 

But mifs Betfy 'vns tob much upor^ her 
guard, to give her any rooini to difcover 
what her fentiments were in that point : 
— fhe received her very coolly, and even 
on her firfl entrance told her, that fhe 
was obliged to go ' out that evening j but 

the 
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the other taking no notice of the little 

pleafure mifs Betfy exprefled on feeing 

her, told her, Ihe came out of fricnd- 

Ihip to vifit her ; — that {he had been 

told mr. Trueworth and flie were entirely 

parted ; - — that if ihe had fo great an 

-^tffcfftion for hfm, as the world had been 

pieafed to fay* (he muft certainly ftand 

in:* need of all the confolation could be 

given her : — ' but, I hope, my dear,* 

<faid (he, ' you have too much good fenfe, 

-*. ript to defpife him now. Nothing is 

5.:.1i^lre common than that men fhould be 

;-^<|i^. -—• Remember what the poet fays : 

:'^'t^Ifiqg^atitude*s the fin, which, firft or 

■;r^:^-^%laft, ' • 

:r^< Tsgits the whole feXi the catching 
o^ «* court-dileafe.** 






' ^U-"??^^ Betfy was fo provoked at Jbeing 
j^kM to in 'this manner, that flie repli- 
'^a??That there was neither' falfhood nor 
dliSpfatitude in. the cafe 5 — if mr. True- 
worth had defifted his vifits, it was onljr 
'WCi^ufe he was convinced Ihe defired not 
tli€:<K)ntinuance of them. 






' .--v'^Tis poflible thefe words were more 
'g4^Iing to the jealotis heart of mifs Flora, 
;tlte.n any thing Ihe could have faid. 



though 
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though file fpoke them with no other in- 
tent, than to clear herfelf of the imputa- 
tion of having been forfaken ; — a thing 
(he looked upon as the worft blemifc 
that could be caft upon her reputatipn. 

— Mifs Flera finding no more was to be 
got out of her, took ^^^^L}^^^^ for this 
time, refolving, howei^^ in her own 
mind, to keep up an acquaintance with 
her ; that feeming, to her^ the moft like- 
ly way, both to latisfy hicr cur^ofity^ an4 
prevent any effprf of what the extjrava- 
gance of hq: p^ffipn made her a^grcr 

Mifs Bietfy dicl not give jierfelf lijvith 
trouble in reflefting on what i^jf^ Flora 
had f^id, bjiit asfopjt) as Ijipr watch .re- 
minded her of thp appoi^ite^ hpur, Ihe 
bid her footman fly ana get a cliair : — on 
her coming to the hpufe, mrs. Modeiy 
herfelf opened the door zt the firft ri^^ 

- and deCred her to walk in. -r- ^ No^--^ 

* no,' faid xnifs Betfy, ftill fitting in^ijie 
chair, ' I cannot flay, — rl only called to 

* tell you, th^t I will haye ijie filyS^r 

* robings put uppn the green night-gown, 

* and will Jbuy ' a new trimming for the 

* pink.' — '• I fhall be, fure to obey yptir 

* orders, mad^jra>* , replied th^ odacr ; 
^ bpt I rnuft intreat yoyi will dp me th,e 

. . * '- ^''honour 
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^ honour to come in, and drink a diih of 

* tea, — the kettle boils, and I have juft 

* now had a prefent of a canifter of fome 
*^ of the fineft hyfon in the world.' — ' I 

* muft leave you then as foon as I have 

* tailed it,' faid mifs Betfy, coming out 
of the chair jj|Lfor I have twenty vifits 
^ to make tJUP^ening.' 

She had not been three minutes in the 
parlour, when the perfon, for whom all 
this 'ceremony was affeded, entered the 
room in ibmewhat of ap abrupt manner, 
— ' I come, cars. Modely, to complain^* 
faid he ; — ' my fervants tell me.' — 
With thefc words he ftcpped fhort, and 
fixed has ey^s full c« jjiife Betfy, with ^ 
kind of altonifliment, — Mrs-, Modely 
pretending to be in a great fright, cried, 

* For heaven's fak^ fir Frederick, what 

* is the matter ? — I hope nothing in my 

* houie has ^ven your honour any caufe 
f of complaint ?' — ' No, no, 'tis over 
' now,* cried he, ' your houfe is become 

* a temple, and this, is the diviility that 

* honours it with her prefence ; — thi$ 

* Grsecian Venus.' — Mifs Betfy was too 
much acGuftomed tx) company to be 
eafily abaftied, and apfwered briikly, ' if 

* you mean the compliment to me, fir, the 

* Graecian Venus's are all painted fat, 

- « and 
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and I have no refemblance 6f that perr 
fedion.' — * Only in your face, ma- 
dam/ returned he ; — fuch Iparkling 
eyes, — fuch a complexion, — fuch a 
mouth ; — in yoiir fhape you are a He- 
len of Troy/ — * That Helen of Troy,' 
faid mifs Betfy, with ^|^||pnical fmile, 
I think was a Graccii^Princefs, and 
muft alfo. be fat, qf .Ihe would not 
have been reputed a beauty there/ 

The baronet finding* by this, he had 
been guilty of an abfurdity, when he in- 
tended, a fine fpeech, thought to falvc 
up the matter by faying, * Sure you are 

* Diana then/ — « Worfe aijd worfej* 
cried mifs Betfy v—^ * I befeech you,- fir,^ 

* compare nie "to no fuch boifterous 

* goddefs, that runs up and down, bate 

* tooted and bare leg'd, hunting- wild 
« boars in the foreft ! ' — ' What fhall 1 

* call you then,* refumed he ? — * O f 

* tell me by what name you will be wor- 
^ ftiipped ?' • — ^ The ladies name, fif 
^ Frederick,* cried mrs. Modely haftily, 
^ is mifs Betfy Thoughtlefs/ — « Betfy,* 
faid he ? « then Betfy let it be. < — Betfy 

* Ihall hen^forth become more famous 

* than Cytherea was of old* 

He 
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He was going on with this fulfome 
ftufF, in which he was often expofed by 
the ready wit of mifs Betfy, when a maid 
belonging to the houfe _came in, ajjd 
told her, that a gentleman in a hackney 
coach was at t he door, .and defired to 
ipeak with |B^ ' With jne !* — cried 
:lhe,* not aWp^T guefs who ihould have 
followed her there, * pray call my foot- 

* man, and bid him afk the perfon*s 
' name that enquires for me.' — The 
maid did as Ihe Vas ordered, ,and mife 
. Betfy 's fervant prefently aftef brought'her 
this intelligence, — ' Mr. Mijnden, *ma-- 

* dam,' faid he, * not finding you at 

> home, has taken the liberty to call on 

* you here, in order to conduft you 
« where you ar^ to pafs the evening.* — 

* He mud be a happy man, indeed, 

* dare take fuch liberties,* cried fir Fre- 
derick, fomewhat fiercely.-^' Many t^ke 
' more than they are allowed to do/ 
faid mils Betfy. — ' Go,' continued fli^, 

* tO:the fellow, and tell him, my mind 
'is changed, — that I eanpot leavp the 

> compariy I am wirfl, and w!ill- not go/ 
^— Mr. Munden having received this mef- 
fage, ordered the coachn^n to drive 
away, very much diffatisfied, as the reader 
may eafily fuppofe. 

Mifs 
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Mifs Betfy, the day before, had agreed 
to pafs this evening with the ladies at 
St. James's, and fome others, to play at 
cotntnerc^, a game then very much in 
vogue ; — mr, Munden was to be one of 
the company, and calliiHB|mi& Betfy*s 
lodgings, in hopes of nM^ fbme (im& 
with her before this meeting, them^d, 
^who had not lived long enough with her 
miftrefs to know her humour, prefently 
told him, ihe was only gone to her man- 
tua-miLker's, and gave him dire<5lions to 
-the houfe ; he alfo thinking it no inde^- 
coram to call on her at the houfe of a 
woman of that profefllon, had reafon 
enough to be mortified at the rebuff he 
met with for fo dcHn§j[. • 

As to mifs f Betfy, though ftie was a 

^little angry at die freedom nu-. Munden 

Vhad taken, yet Ihe was in reality mudi 

tmope "pleafcd i-^^and this for two realbns : 

— firft, becaufe ihe £iw it gave her new 

Reiver fome jealous apprehenfipns ; and, 

•fecondly, becaufe it nimiflied iifirnB{dth''a 

plaufible pretence for compiying with -his 

> entreaties to ftay, which . flie <protG0^ed, 

fhe would not on any terms iiWe :bcen 

prevailed upon to do, fartt trfprevpnt 

either him, or mrs, Modely, from fuf- 

pedting 
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pe£tiiig flie would go where mr.' Munden 
had defired. 

Mrs.Modely went out of the room feve- 
ral times, as if called away by fome houf- 
hold affMi's, that fir Frederick might have 
an opportunitlf^f declaring his paflion to 
mifa Betfy, which he did in much the 
fame rodomontade ftrain, with which he 
had at firft accofted her. — A handfome 

~ fupper was ferved in, after which, ihe 
being about to take her leave, he af- 
fcfted to be in a great fret, that a fine 
new chariot, which, he fsdd, he had be- 
fpoke, was not come home, that he might 

' havefeen her fafe to her lodgings, with 
, an equipage fuitable to her merit, and 
the admiration he had of it ; — he would 
needs, however, attend her in another 
chair i which piece of gallantry, after a 
few faint refufals, ihe accepted. 

End of the Second Volume. 
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